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Phoenix Rising
by LAURENCE LIBIN

the phoenix project, ohs’s initiative to help 
preserve unwanted or displaced organs, has made 
good progress in little more than a year from its in-
ception. So far, this endeavor has responded to more 
than ninety inquiries of all sorts, even from outside 
the United States, thus extending the project’s reach 
well beyond its original scope. Our very first con-
tact, in September, 2006, resulted in the splendid gift 
of Hook & Hastings Opus 1697, constructed in 1898, 
to the Eastman School of Music from OHS members 
Carolyn and Noel Nilson. This lovely instrument, 
now temporarily housed at Christ Church Episco-
pal in Rochester, New York, was featured in perfor-
mance during the OHS American Organ Archives 
2007 symposium. 

The Phoenix Project’s free public service works 
like this: After screening by our Richmond office staff, communications by 
letter, telephone, or e-mail are forwarded to me for an initial response, nor-
mally within a day of receipt. Most queries seek historical information and 
fund-raising advice regarding organ restoration and relocation. Historical 
questions, including identification of unknown builders, can generally be 
answered by reference to our comprehensive Pipe Organ Database, main-
tained by James H. Cook, or to the American Organ Archives, managed 
by Stephen L. Pinel. I send more difficult problems to experts among our 
members, who occasionally are kind enough to visit and inspect particularly 
interesting instruments in their vicinity. By this means and through photos, 
several previously anonymous organs have been attributed and documented 
for our database. 

Often, though, we need more thorough technical descriptions in order 
to tackle inquiries, and it is frustrating when requested information is not 
forthcoming, usually, I suppose, because organ owners and custodians who 
are not OHS members simply don’t know how to provide it. For instance, 
many non-organists cannot tell the difference between pipe and reed organs 
without guidance, but the Reed Organ Society’s website has been helpful 
in sorting them out. We are cultivating more links to such resources, nota-
bly also the American Theatre Organ Society’s home page, since we share a 
common interest in educating the public to preserve our musical heritage. 

Unfortunately, more organs are being offered for adoption than there 
are suitable homes to accommodate them, but hopeful organ donors are fre-
quently advised to consult our cooperating colleagues at the American Insti-
tute of Organbuilders, Associated Pipe Organ Builders of America, Organ 
Clearing House, and various other organizations for further assistance and 
possible leads. Prospects for housing redundant organs might gradually im-
prove as churches and schools destroyed by natural disasters and other causes 
are rebuilt; OHS members can inform others of these opportunities via our 
new E-mail List. When issues of restoration or alteration arise, the Phoenix 
Project counsels careful documentation and conservation measures in ac-
cord with current professional guidelines. � (continued)

o n  t h e  c o v e r :
The 1905 2/18 Jesse Woodberry organ 
at Spanaway Lutheran Church, Tacoma,  
Washington. This tracker instrument 
originally from Newport, Kentucky, was 
obtained from the Organ Clearing House 
and relocated and installed by Stephen Cook 
of Edmonds, Washington, in 2000. This 
instrument will be demonstrated at the OHS 
National 2008 Convention by Kevin Birch.

PHOTO by ALAN BAUER
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message  continued

Of course, lack of money to restore, maintain, and move 
organs concerns many church committees, but appropriate 
grassroots fundraising strategies are fairly easy to recommend, 
even though funding sources are scarce outside local areas. 
Thanks to certain very generous OHS members, our Van Pelt 
Fund for the Preservation and Restoration of Historic Organs 
can at least begin to address the shortfall in some cases.

While the Phoenix Project basically provides information 
and referrals, it also generates knowledge and can spark inter-
est in organs that might otherwise be neglected or overlooked. 
Our new, members-only OHS E-mail List and membership 
directory will soon make this service more efficient by speed-
ing communications and broadcasting inquiries online. Being 
able to access these resources directly should encourage more 
people to join our ranks and support our cause.

A small-scale operation until now, the Phoenix Proj-
ect has the potential to grow rapidly and involve more OHS 
volunteers in reaction to the increasing number of organs 
that are becoming redundant nationwide, mainly as a con-
sequence of church closings. Although we cannot save every 
orphaned instrument, surely many will have a better pros-
pect for survival thanks to our efforts.

TRACKER ORGAN BUILDERS

New Instruments 
Preservation    Restoration

401.348.8298

PO Box 56

stonington, ct  06378

www.slhorgans.com

S.L. Huntington & Co.

HOOK & HASTINGS 1889
RESTORED 2007

HOOK & HASTINGS 1889
RESTORED 2007

Call for Convention Bids
would you like to invite the entire ohs to explore the 
historic organs and organbuilding history of your part of the 
world? If so, we want to hear from you! 

The Organ Historical Society is now seeking expressions 
of interest on the part of members or local OHS chapters 
in playing host to OHS National Conventions for the years 
2012 and beyond.

Any OHS member, whether acting singly or as a rep-
resentative of an interested group, is welcome to send an 
informal initial expression of interest. We will follow up by 
contacting you and exploring the possibilities for your area. 
Later in the process, guidelines for submitting a formal pro-
posal will be provided. 

Please send a letter of interest by e-mail to: convention 
bids@organsociety.org and we might be visiting your area 
soon. Thank you!

Convention Photography RFP
the organ historical society invites qualif ied 
photographers interested in providing photographic services 
for the 2009 activities of the Society to view the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) on the OHS website. The primary objective 
of the service contract is to obtain photographs centered on 
the Society’s annual convention, which will be held in and 
around Cleveland, Ohio, in the summer of 2009. For details, 
download: <www.organsociety.org/rfp.doc>
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Organ Historical Society

50th Anniversary
Celebration 

Advertise in
OHS Publications
in 2008

Keep your firm’s name and message 
visible to influential leaders in the pipe organ 
field this year. Advertise in both The Tracker, our 
quarterly journal, and in the Organ Atlas 2008 at 
low package rates. 

The deadline for the Spring issue of The Tracker 
is February 15, and for the Organ Atlas 2008 it is 
March 3, 2008. Contact OHS Executive Director 
Daniel Colburn soon at advertising@organsociety.
org or visit us online at www.organsociety.org
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2006–2007  supporters

Organ Clearing House
Plenty Available

617-241-8550
john@organclearinghouse.com

MAJOR SUPPORTERS OF THE 
ORGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Society expresses its profound gratitude to the 
following individuals and organizations who supported 
the Society with gifts of $500 or more during the 
2006–2007 fiscal year. Everyone is encouraged to join 
them for 2007–2008! 
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American Institute of Organbuilders
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Dr. Kelvin J. Hastie
William O. Headlee
Charles H. Horton
Estate of William L. Huber
Indianapolis Chapter, AGO
Rachelen J. Lien
Robert D. C. Long
J.O. Love
Estate of Forrest C. Mack
Dr. Gerard R. Manecke
Douglas Mayer
Marian Ruhl Metson
North United Methodist Church
Martin Pasi

Roy D. Perdue
Stephen L. Pinel
Michael Quimby
Joseph G. Roberts
Dr. Stephen J. Schnurr, Jr.
A.R. Schopp’s Sons, Inc.
James M. Stark
Martin F. Stempien, Jr.
Edward Millington Stout
Frederick L. Swann
Kerry Symes
Michael J. Timinski
Jon L. Townsend
Dr. Kenneth W. Usher
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 
Father Edward Wagner
Randall E. Wagner
Richard B. Walker
Dr. Christopher C. Warren
Bruce J. Westcott
Harvey E. Wheeler
Richard E. Willson

FRANKLIN  PIPE  ORGANS
734 Garcitas Creek Rd      Inez  TX  77968-3624

1-800-793-PIPE      www.franklinorgans.com

this members-only e-mail forum allows subscribers 
instantly to communicate ideas, timely news items, organ up-
dates, queries, and messages of general interest. As a supple-
ment to The Tracker, the OHS Members Only E-mail List 
can contain vastly more text, and it’s free! An added benefit, 
currently in development, will be protected access to the OHS 
membership list, enabling us for the first time easily to locate 
fellow devotees of the organ throughout the country.

Subscribing is simple. Just go to the OHS Home Page, 
www.organsociety.org, and use the link to the “OHS Members 
E-mail List.” This takes you to the introductory page, which 
includes a brief policy statement. A link on that page leads you 
to the sign-up page. There you will be guided through a few 
steps to establish a password and subscribe to the list. Your ap-
plication will be checked by the moderator to confirm that you 

are a current, active member of the OHS. You will receive 
an e-mail confirming your subscription. Once subscribed, you 
will have the option to receive each e-mail individually, receive 
a daily digest, or visit the website to read archived messages.

By joining the OHS Members Only E-mail List, sub-
scribers agree to observe basic rules: Messages may not advocate 
political positions, advance commercial interests, or otherwise 
jeopardize OHS’s non-profit status; no offensive material is al-
lowed; communications should be succinct and limited to organ-
related topics. At this time e-mail attachments cannot be accom-
modated due to security concerns. The OHS Members Only 
E-mail List will be moderated to ensure proper usage.

We owe this initiative to our brilliant Webmaster, Len 
Levasseur. Let’s keep him busy!

Join the Ranks and keep in touch!

The New OHS Members Only E-mail List.
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THEATRE ORGANS

Historic Restoration

Authentic Detail

Acquisition

Relocation

CARLTON SMITH

PIPE ORGAN RESTORATIONS

212 W 10th Street, Suite D-240

Indianapolis, IN 46202-5669

www.theatreorganrestoration.com

317-697-0318
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MaryAnn Crugher Balduf
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








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Our hotel will be the recently remodeled 
Holiday Inn, located directly across from the 
Seattle-Tacoma (Sea-Tac) airport, from which 
it offers a free shuttle service. A special OHS 
convention rate of $82.00 per night (for a 
double room and including a full breakfast) is 
indeed a bargain. Detailed information about 
the hotel and how to make a reservation is 
now available on the OHS 2008 convention 
website <www.organsociety.org/2008>.

Our theme “A Young Yet Vibrant 
History” was selected to celebrate our 
unique position in the history of Ameri-
can organbuilding. Not only does the re-

gion possess a number of fine organs built 
prior to 1960 and dating from as early as 
1871, but the Pacific Northwest is also home 
to an outstanding school of organbuilders ac-
tive since 1962. In addition, several impor-
tant European builders are well represented, 
including organs from Germany, The Neth-
erlands, and Switzerland. Thus the 2008 na-
tional convention will present a balance of or-
gans from both our older and our more recent 
distinguished history, and offer a unique op-
portunity to experience the finest examples of 
American and European organbuilding from 
the last 140 years.

for a feast of fine organs together with splendid scenic beauty, come  
to Seattle, Tacoma, and Olympia for the Organ Historical Society’s 2008 
national convention. Our convention dates are July 14–18, Monday 
through Friday, with a pre-convention event on Sunday evening (the all-
male choir singing the popular Compline Service at St. Mark’s Cathedral, 
Episcopal, in Seattle). Plan to arrive on Sunday, July 13, departing on 
Saturday, July 19. You may wish, however, to extend your trip for visits 
to such places as Vancouver or Victoria, British Columbia, or for further 
exploration of Seattle.
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left: When the Space Needle was built in 1962, it was 
the tallest building west of the Mississippi River. The Space 
Needle served as the symbol of that year’s World’s Fair. It 
has since become the symbol of Seattle, and one of the most 
recognizable structures in the world. The “beetle” inset was a 
proposed design for the elevators.

A Young Yet Vibrant History
Article by David Dahl
Photography by Alan Bauer



Before enticing you with descriptions of the pipe organs, let me 
share some information about the region’s scenery and weather. Al-
though Seattle is often thought of as “the rainy city,” it should be 
noted that ninety percent of our rainfall occurs between mid-Oc-
tober and mid-May. There is only a ten-percent chance of rain dur-
ing July, August, and September, and temperatures normally range 
between seventy and eighty degrees. Thus you may expect com-
fortable sunny days with low humidity. Seattle, Tacoma, and Olym-
pia are surrounded by the majestic Cascade and Olympic moun-
tain ranges, dominated by 14,400-ft., snow-capped Mt. Rainier. All 
three cities have harbors located on Puget Sound, an inland salt-wa-
ter fjord with numerous islands and peninsulas. To enjoy this beau-
tiful scenery, we will board the “Spirit of Seattle” on Wednesday 
evening, July 16, for a three-hour sunset dinner cruise with vistas of 
the Seattle skyline, Mt. Rainier, and the surrounding mountains.

The pipe organs, of course, remain the primary attractions of 
the 2008 convention. We will visit twenty-five organs built be-
tween 1871 and 2000. Five of these organs are large enough to 
boast full-length 32ʹ reed stops.

monday
July 14

The convention opens on Monday morning in 
downtown Seattle at Benaroya Hall, the recently 
completed concert hall for the Seattle Symphony. 

The robust, Romantic resources of this three-manual C.B. Fisk & 
Co. mechanical action organ (Op. 114, 3/62) installed in 2000 
will be demonstrated by Professor Carole Terry of the University 
of Washington.

Traveling a short distance north to Edmonds, the convention 
will continue at Holy Rosary Roman Catholic Church, where the 
only remaining three-manual Geo. Kilgen & Sons tracker organ 
(1887, 3/25) resides. This organ was relocated in 1981 by Bond 
Organs from its original home in Los Angeles, California. Dr. 
Christopher Marks of the University of Nebraska will be the recit-
alist on this gentle, elegant organ. 

Lunch will be served at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lynnwood, 
a short drive from Edmonds. This spacious new church with fine 
acoustics replaces a smaller church that was torched by an ar-
sonist on the eve of Easter 1992. The church’s organ, a Walcker 
tracker from 1971 (Op. 5500, 2/15), was destroyed in the fire, but 

watjen concert organ in benaroya hall: C.B. Fisk, 2000 photo by seph parshall
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st. mark’s episcopal cathedral: D.A. Flentrop, 1965

holy rosary roman catholic church: Geo. Kilgen & Sons, 1887



it has been replaced by a beautiful new tracker instrument by Pa-
cific Northwest builder Martin Pasi (Op. 4, 2/29). Housed in Itali-
anate casework and voiced with an engaging vocal quality, this 
organ will be demonstrated by Dr. Julia Brown of Eugene, Ore-
gon. This performance will be preceded by an illustrated lecture 
by David Dahl on “The History of Tracker Organbuilding in the 
Pacific Northwest.”

We return to Seattle for a late afternoon recital at Blessed 
Sacrament Roman Catholic Church to hear George Bozeman play 
the 2/12 Henry Erben organ from 1878, relocated to this church 
in 2006. This instrument, with its handsome neo-Gothic case, 
stands on the floor of the north transept in the church.

Our final destination on Monday will be famed St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Cathedral, Seattle. Of the several organs located in the 
cathedral, the first to be heard will be the recently completed Op. 
22, 2/18 instrument built by Paul Fritts & Co. of Tacoma, Wash-
ington, in Thomsen Chapel. Four brief demonstrations of this re-
markably effective and colorful instrument will take place while 
conventioneers enjoy pre-dinner wine and cheese.

Following a catered dinner by French chef François Kissel, 
Cathedral Organist Dr. J. Melvin Butler will present a full eve-
ning recital on the large 4/58 D.A. Flentrop organ from 1965, 
with tonal additions and renovations from 1992 and 1995 by 
Paul Fritts & Co. This landmark tracker instrument of seventy-
nine ranks has had an enormous influence on the direction of or-
ganbuilding in the Pacific Northwest. The Flentrop organ speaks 
with refined grandeur into the cathedral’s superbly reverberant 
acoustics.

tuesday
July 15

We begin the day with Mark Brombaugh, who will 
deliver the lecture “John Brombaugh: Life and Leg-
acy of a Pivotal American Organbuilder.” Mark Brom-

baugh, as a virtuoso organist and brother to John Brombaugh, is 
in a unique position to provide an assessment of an organbuilder 
who has had a major impact on both American and international 
organbuilding over the past forty years. After the lecture we travel 
to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in nearby Auburn.
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For those of us who particularly enjoy the best of smaller  
trackers from the nineteenth century, this organ will be a special 
treat. The earliest instrument of the convention, the E. & G.G. 
Hook & Hastings organ from 1871 (Op. 591, 2/10) was recondi-
tioned and relocated by Patrick J. Murphy & Associates (Stowe, 
Pennsylvania) in time for Easter of 1999. Though relatively small, 
this organ sings forth with a bold Diapason chorus. Its handsome 
neo-Gothic casework stands like a gem inside the contemporary 
structure. Carol Foster will demonstrate this excellent organ.

Traveling south to the state capital city of Olympia, we arrive 
at the Washington Center for the Performing Arts for a catered 
lunch, after which Andy Crow will present an hour-long dem-
onstration of the superb Wurlitzer theater organ located in the 
concert hall. The program will include a silent Laurel and Hardy 
film, as well as a thorough presentation of the organ’s tonal and 
toy counter resources. The core of this organ comes from the 
Old Liberty Theater, Olympia, carefully augmented with other 
Wurlitzer pipework for a total of twenty-three ranks of pipes and 
percussion. Its favorable placement in the proscenium above the 
stage affords clear tonal egress into the hall.

For a mid-afternoon recital we travel north to Spanaway 
(south Tacoma) to hear Kevin Birch demonstrate the 1905, 2/18 
Jesse Woodberry organ at Spanaway Lutheran Church (featured 
on our front cover). This tracker instrument originally from New-
port, Kentucky, was obtained from the Organ Clearing House 
and relocated and installed by Stephen Cook of Edmonds, Wash-
ington, in 2000. The façade Open Diapason speaks with a partic-
ularly warm, singing sound.

North of Spanaway is the southern Tacoma suburb of Park-
land, the site of Pacific Lutheran University, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, and the organ shop of Paul Fritts & Co. A late afternoon 
A/B recital will take place in the Chapel of Trinity Lutheran, where 
Tim and Cheryl Drewes will present a recital on the 1890 Geo. 
Kilgen & Sons tracker instrument. This organ is one of Seattle’s 
first pipe organs, and has had five homes since its first installation 
at First Presbyterian Church. Restoration and reconditioning have 
been carried out over the past fifteen years by Richard Bond, Mar-
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german united church of christ: Hinners Organ Co., 1917



tin Pasi, Paul Fritts and Tim Drewes, along with students from Pa-
cific Lutheran University, many of whom donated their time.

The other half of the A/B group will gather at the nearby 
shop of Paul Fritts & Co. for wine, cheese, and a tour. Located in 
the shop are the remnants of the only existing Phillip Bachman 
organ, an instrument from 1819 originally from Myerstown, Penn-
sylvania, but sent to Tacoma in 1901 as a gift from the Frieden-
skirche (Lutheran) to St. John’s Lutheran, Tacoma. The instrument 
remained in operation in virtually original condition (and still 
hand-pumped) until 1931, when it was replaced by an inferior, re-
built electropneumatic instrument. Fortunately, the Tannenberg-
like façade, keydesk, and some pipes have been preserved, leav-
ing the option for a possible re-creation of this rare instrument in 
the future. A preserved rank of Principal pipes will be made play-
able on the shop’s voicing machine.

Dinner will be enjoyed in the University Center of Pacific Lu-
theran University. Following dinner and prior to the evening re-

cital, a campus walk will take us briefly into the Eastvold Cha-
pel auditorium, where we will hear a short demonstration of the 
1953 three-manual Casavant Frères instrument, soon to be recon-
ditioned by Bond Organs.

The featured evening recital will be played by University Or-
ganist Dr. Paul Tegels on the Paul Fritts & Co. (Op. 18, 3/54) me-
chanical-action organ of eighty ranks.

This magnificent instrument, with its seventeenth-century-
style, Stellwagen-inspired casework, was completed in 1998 for 
the Lagerquist Concert Hall of the Mary Baker Russell Music Cen-
ter. The beauty of the sound of this organ allows it to play an as-
tonishingly wide repertoire. A special feature of the concert hall 
is the option for variable acoustics; by raising acoustical drapes 
mounted on the walls, reverberation time can be increased from 
two to nearly four seconds.

WEDNESDAY
July 16

The day begins with a recital on St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church’s 2/14 Gebrüder Späth tracker in-
strument from 1962, dubbed “the flying organ” 

by Marie-Claire Alain. Walter Krueger will be the recitalist on what 
some might label the “ultimate neo-Baroque organ.” The instru-
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calvary lutheran church: Kenneth Coulter, 1982

st. mark’s epsicopal cathedral: Paul Fritts & Co., 2003 episcopal church of st. john: Cole & Woodberry, 1892

christ episcopal church: John Brombaugh, 1979



ment sounds remarkably successful from its suspended position in 
the gallery of the accordion-pleated A-frame church.

For the mid-morning recital at University Christian Church, 
Seattle, we will hear a rising young star, organist Peter Guy, from 
Australia, who will perform on the Casavant Brothers Ltd. (the 
name as indicated in the contract) organ (Op. 505, 4/49) origi-
nally dedicated by Marcel Dupré in 1929. In largely original condi-
tion (though needing major reconditioning), this large organ will 
afford us an opportunity to hear some dynamic playing of music 
appropriately chosen for the instrument.

Nearby, in the Laurelhurst district of Seattle, is St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, which houses the 1994 tracker instrument (Op. 
23, 2/36) built by Bond Organ Builders of Portland, Oregon. This 
instrument by one of our major Pacific Northwest organbuilders 
will be demonstrated by Leslie Martin, the music director of the 
church. This mechanical-action organ contains several reed regis-
ters modeled after the French symphonic tradition. Lunch will be 
served at the church following the recital.

Crossing Lake Washington on one of the two floating bridges 
built out of concrete pontoons, we travel to Kirkland and the Epis-
copal Church of St. John. Derek Nickels of Chicago will present 
a program on the 2/20 Cole & Woodberry organ of 1892, which 
was relocated to this church in 1974 through the Organ Clearing 
House, and installed by Glenn White of Olympic Organ Builders 
in Seattle. While changes have been made to the organ, much of 
its original character remains.

Traveling south to Medina (home to Bill Gates), we will arrive 
at the lovely campus of St. Thomas Church, Episcopal, where we 
will enjoy a coffee and refreshment break before hearing a recital 
by Bruce Stevens. Mr. Stevens indicates that he is eager to per-
form repertoire appropriate to this organ, a 2/22 Metzler & Söhne 
(Switzerland) mechanical-action instrument delivered in 1971. As 
one of only two Metzler organs in the country (the other is a 
practice organ at the New England Conservatory), this organ is 
an important instrument from the height of the neo-Baroque pe-
riod, and embodies the best qualities of organs of the time. The 
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full plenum speaks with a refined brilliance, while the flute regis-
ters are colorful and elegant. This was also the first new organ of 
the twentieth century in the Pacific Northwest to feature carved 
pipe shades.

Our buses will then take us to the Seattle waterfront where, 
at 5:30 p.m., we will board the Argosy Cruises’ Spirit of Seattle for 
a three-hour dinner cruise on Puget Sound. With a good chance 
of clear weather, we hope to enjoy gorgeous vistas of both the 
Olympic and Cascade mountain ranges, including sunset on Mt. 
Rainier and the Seattle skyline.

THURSDAY
July 17

A brief ride to Federal Way, a community south 
of the airport, will bring us to Calvary Lutheran 
Church. Although no longer building tracker or-

gans, Kenneth Coulter of Eugene, Oregon, built encased, me-
chanical-action organs from 1976 to 1988, and as such represents 
an important part of the Pacific Northwest school of tracker or-
ganbuilding in the later twentieth century. His Op. 6, 2/19 organ 
stands encased in the rear wrap-around gallery, and features a 
Rückpositiv division. The organ has well-blended choruses, three 
superb reed registers, and is ideally suited to the church’s acous-
tic. Ms. Sharon Shull will be our recitalist.

Traveling again to Tacoma, we arrive at the University of 
Puget Sound for a late-morning recital in Kilworth Chapel on 
the Op. 8 tracker organ by Paul Fritts & Co., housed in a stun-
ning white and gold-leaf, Silbermann-style case. This 2/34 organ, 
with its large and powerful Swell division, is capable of a wide 
range of repertoire. The wooden Traverso 8ʹ on the Hauptwerk 
is particularly charming. Paul Thornock, organist at St. Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Cathedral in Columbus, Ohio, and a graduate of 
the University of Puget Sound, will be the recitalist. A short walk 
through the campus will bring us to a luncheon buffet in the Uni-
versity Center.

Following lunch, the convention moves to nearby Christ 
Church, Episcopal, to hear one of John Brombaugh’s favorite or-
gans, his Op. 22 of 1979. Having been the organist at this church 
for thirty-eight years, the author is somewhat challenged to be fully 
objective about this remarkable organ. Speaking into a space with 
outstanding acoustics, the vocale sound (to quote the builder) of 
this exquisite and versatile instrument will receive an excellent dem-
onstration by Rodney Gehrke of San Francisco. The church itself 
is particularly interesting; erected in 1968, it was designed by the 
award-winning Seattle architect Paul Thiry, whose concept follows 
the celebrated Brutalism style of the French architect Le Corbusier.

 O H S  S EATTLE      2 0 0 8  NATIONAL        CONVENTION        

1 6    T H E  TRAC    K ER      VOL   .  5 2 ,  NO  . 1

university of puget sound: Paul Fritts & Co., 1989



VOL   .  5 2 ,  NO  . 1    T H E  TRAC    K ER      1 7    

 O H S  S EATTLE      2 0 0 8  NATIONAL        CONVENTION        

st. james roman catholic cathedral: Rosales Organ Builders, 2000

st. james roman catholic cathedral: Hutchings-Votey, 1907



 O H S  S EATTLE      2 0 0 8  NATIONAL        CONVENTION        

1 8    T H E  TRAC    K ER      VOL   .  5 2 ,  NO  . 1

 O H S  S EATTLE      2 0 0 8  NATIONAL        CONVENTION        

1 8    T H E  TRAC    K ER      VOL   .  5 2 ,  NO  . 1

st. alphonsus roman catholic church: Fritts-Richards Organs, 1985

first presbyterian church: Reuter, 1928 university christian church: Casavant Brothers Ltd., 1929



A short distance away is the First Presbyterian Church, an-
other Tacoma building of grand architecture, completed in 1927 
prior to the Great Depression. The organ, a four-manual 1928 Re-
uter, will be sensitively demonstrated by Lorenz Maycher, who 
is well known to OHS audiences for his skill with organs of this 
time period and style. Although some new pipework has been 
added to the organ, nothing has been removed, allowing the per-
former to play this rather rare and large, all-enclosed Reuter with-
out using new additions. Those of us who particularly appreciate 
orchestrally conceived organs from the earlier part of the twenti-
eth century will enjoy the array of colorful timbres offered by this 
instrument, with its two Antiphonal divisions.

For the evening we return to Seattle for a Choral Evensong 
and hymn festival. Tom Foster, formerly of All Saints Church, Epis-
copal, Beverly Hills, California, is known for his excellent choral 
work, and will serve as music director. Our first choice for this 
event was to have been Seattle’s St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church, with its historic three-manual 1871 Henry (Father) Wil-

lis organ. Unfortunately, the church will be closed for remodeling 
at the time of the convention. We will, however, provide the con-
vention with photos and a recording of this organ during one of 
our dinner hours. The catered dinner and Choral Evensong have 
been relocated to Plymouth Congregational Church in central 
downtown Seattle. In this church is a large, three-manual Schlicker 
organ from 1967, extensively revoiced and revised by Phil Schleu-
ter in the year 2000, following significant earthquake damage. The 
church’s ark-like architecture is uniquely beautiful, and the acous-
tics work well for choral music and congregational singing.

FRIDAY
July 18

Ballard, a north Seattle neighborhood settled 
mostly by Scandinavian fishermen, is home to St. 
Alphonsus Roman Catholic Church. Two young 

organbuilders, Paul Fritts and Ralph Richards, created an impres-
sive two-manual tracker organ there in 1985 as Fritts-Richards 
Organs’ Op. 4. This instrument, inspired by seventeenth-century 
Dutch organs, speaks from the rear gallery into a room with re-
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verberant acoustics. With a 16ʹ Hauptwerk, 8ʹ Rückpositiv, and 
32ʹ Pedal, this organ of only thirty-three registers produces a he-
roic sound. Dr. Dana Robinson of the University of Illinois will 
provide a forty-minute demonstration of this organ’s rich tonal 
palette. (Over a span of ten months, the author’s father, Peder 
Dahl, carved the gold-leafed pipe shades for this organ at the age 
of seventy-five.)

We travel next to Seattle’s First Baptist Church in the Capital 
Hill district for a very happy event. An important 3/34 Aeolian-
Skinner organ, Op. 1216, formerly residing at the now demolished 
First United Methodist Church of Tacoma, has been preserved 
and relocated in Seattle, and will be played by Seattle organ vir-
tuoso Douglas Cleveland. Presenting repertoire performed on this 
organ during its Tacoma days by such luminaries as Virgil Fox, Al-
exander Schreiner, Catharine Crozier, and Pierre Cochereau, Mr. 
Cleveland will present a “nostalgia recital” to allow us to enjoy 
the sounds of this essentially untouched, late G. Donald Harrison 
Aeolian-Skinner, as reconditioned and reinstalled in late 2007 by 
Bond Organs.

After a catered lunch at the First Baptist Church, the conven-
tion will hold its annual meeting. Following the annual meeting 
two options will be available from which to choose:

1. A recital on a charming one-manual organ built by the Hinners 
Organ Company in 1917. This organ was relocated to the 

German United Church of Seattle in 1976. With all stops divided, 
a remarkable tonal variety is possible on this organ, which Gregory 
Crowell will ably explore. (If more than 125 people request this 
recital, the program will be repeated to accommodate everyone.)

2.An opportunity to explore the Seattle Center, with its fa-
mous Space Needle, monorail, international fountain, Ex-

perience Music Project (architecture by Frank Gehry) on a cam-
pus shared with the Seattle Opera House, Key Arena, and Seattle 
Playhouse. Buses will return both groups to the hotel in time for 
a cocktail hour and dinner before proceeding to our final, gala 
event, which will take place at St. James Roman Catholic Cathe-
dral in Seattle, home of the largest historic organ to be heard in 
the convention. 

The magnificent Hutchings-Votey organ (Op. 1623, 4/50) 
is located in the rear gallery of the cathedral, where it looks 
and sounds splendid. The organ was fully restored and en-
larged in 1995, and is now connected to play together with 
the new Rosales Organ Builders organ (Op. 30, 3/50), installed 
in 2000 in the east apse of the church. Each of the two large 
organs has its own character, yet the new Rosales organ is 
voiced such that old and new can be played together, resulting 
in a superb blend. 

This final, gala recital will be performed by Cathedral Organ-
ist Joseph Adam, and will feature the world premiere of a newly 
commissioned work by the highly respected composer and organ-
ist Timothy Tikker. (This special commission is being provided by 
a generous gift from OHS member Ms. Marian Metson.) After 
a major renovation completed in 1994, the original, reverberant 
acoustics of St. James Cathedral have been restored. The church’s 
architecture is a magnificent example of the Italian Baroque style, 
and we believe you will find it a fitting site for a grand climax to  
“A Young Yet Vibrant History.”
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organ update  by james H. cook

at the height of organbuilding in 
the mid-twentieth-century United 
States, several builders stood out from 
all the rest for the distinctive quality 
of their work. Of those, perhaps no 
other firm has enjoyed the continuing 
mystique associated with the Aeolian-
Skinner Organ Co. and its instru-
ments, especially those organs bearing 
the signature of G. Donald Harrison. 
Even after Harrison’s death in 1956, 
the closing of the firm in 1972, and 
the renewed interest in historically 
informed new instruments that char-
acterized the last quarter of the twen-
tieth century, Aeolian-Skinner organs 
still attract widespread admiration. 

Inevitably, age and neglect have 
had their effect, and not all Aeolian-
Skinners have fared well as a result. 
Further complications in the lives 
of these organs have arisen when 
churches and schools have relocated 
or built new facilities, or when build-
ings and the organs they contained 
have been damaged or destroyed. 
Sometimes, instruments have been 
changed as a means of “improving” 
or enlarging them, and the firm it-
self spent time and energy in the 1950s 
and 1960s modifying their own or-
gans from the 1930s and 1940s. Re-
grettably, unsympathetic changes 
have been all too common, and some 
of these instruments have been altered 
beyond all recognition. With all these 
factors coming to bear, we see around 

us a variety of approaches to preserv-
ing the American Classic organ.1

Many organs of the 1930s are seen 
today as transitional in character, hav-
ing a stronger relationship to their 
orchestral past than we find in the 
firm’s later instruments. OHS mem-
bers who attended the Indianapolis 
convention last July had a close-up 
look at Aeolian-Skinner Opus 884 
(1936) as it stood in the Goulding 
& Wood shop. Jason Overall, presi-
dent of Goulding & Wood, said that 
so many changes had been made to 
the organ since its original installation 
(changes made by Aeolian-Skinner, 
by Burger & Shafer, and by Richard 
Houghton), that a true restoration was 
not a practical consideration. In order 
to improve tonal egress from the two 
chambers, new chests were built (in 
the style of Aeolian-Skinner chests 
of the 1940s), a new console modeled 
on Aeolian-Skinner’s work was built, 
and some tonal changes were made. 
Renovation was completed and the 
new instrument was dedicated Octo-
ber 14, 2007.2 

Opus 913 (1933) was typical of 
instruments of that size and time. The 

1	 For further details of rebuilds and restorations 
described in this article, please visit the OHS Pipe 
Organ Database, which can be reached through 
the Society’s home page at http://www.organso-
ciety.org. Stoplists of the Aeolian-Skinner organs 
described here can be found on the Aeolian-Skin-
ner archives web site at http://www.aeolian-
skinner.110mb.com.
2	 Telephone conversation, October 9, 2007.

three-manual, thirty-one-rank organ 
was installed in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Neenah, Wisconsin, with 
four stops from the Swell duplexed on 
the Great, and no independent 2ʹ stops 
on the organ. However, the stoplist 
did include a Grave Mixture (2ʹ and 
22/3ʹ) in the Great division, a Mixture 
III in the Swell, and a Nazard in the 
Choir. When the church moved into 
a new building, Aeolian-Skinner re-
located and rebuilt the organ, which 
was then designated Opus 913-A.3 
Further changes and a new console 
accompanied the next move, again 
into a new building, in 1967 as Opus 
913-B. Because the instrument in this 
form was, in Jason Overall’s words, a 
“really nice organ,” the changes made 
in Goulding & Wood’s renova-
tion completed in 2005 were minimal 
compared to the revisions they made 
to Opus 884. The organ now speaks 
with its original chests and voicing, 
but an updated console now controls 
Opus 913-B with two additions: a 16ʹ 
Montre on the Great and a 16ʹ Bour-
don in the Pedal. 

Several Aeolian-Skinners of the 
1940s have also received attention in 
the last few years. Jack Bethards re-
ports that Schoenstein & Co. is 
moving Opus 1001 (1940) to its third 
home. Originally installed in the cha-

3	 The full stoplist of the organ as it left the fac-
tory and in its 1954 revision can be seen on the 
Aeolian-Skinner Archives web site: http://www.
aeolian-skinner.110mb.com.

Aeolian-Skinner
Rebuilds, Restorations and Relocations
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pel of The Sisters of Notre Dame in 
San Francisco, the organ was later 
moved to the Chapel of Notre Dame 
College (now Notre Dame of Namur 
University) in Belmont, California. 
The four-rank unit organ will soon 
be installed in a private home.

Opus 1007 (1941) replaced a two-
manual Hook & Hastings organ of 1883 
in Christ Church, Episcopal, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. The organ in-
cluded a fourth manual designed for a 
gallery division that was never installed, 
and in 1993 a new three-manual con-
sole by Bishop Organ Co. was installed 
in conjunction with some tonal and 
mechanical changes. The organ was 
significantly rebuilt by Quimby Pipe 
Organs, Inc., and installed in St. The-
resa Catholic Church in Sugar Land, 
Texas in December 2006. As part of 
the rebuild, the organ gained new stops 
on each division, and it now speaks on 
new slider chests.4 

Opus 1024 (1942) is the larg-
est and best-preserved of the pre-
war Aeolian-Skinners, but this no-
table instrument originally installed 
in a new building on the University 
of Texas campus in Austin has been 
moved. The 103-rank organ received 
a new console and some modifications 
by Aeolian-Skinner in 1965, but aside 
from those minor changes the organ 
remained tonally as G. Donald Harri-
son left it before the advent of World 
War II. The organ later fell into dis-
use when the Music Department 
moved to a new building in 1980 and 
left Opus 1024-A behind. When a fire 
forced St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
in Amarillo, Texas, to rebuild, the 
church was able to purchase the organ 
from the University. Schoenstein & 

4	 The OHS Database page on the Quimby re-
build includes a link to additional information on 
the Quimby Pipe Organs, Inc. web site and on the 
church’s web site.

Company removed it in 1998, trans-
porting it to their facilities in Cali-
fornia for a much-needed mechanical 
overhaul. The organ was dedicated in 
its new home in Amarillo in June of 
2005. The organ was installed with the 
original chests and winding, two tonal 
additions, and a replacement Mixture 
on the Great; the original Mixture 
pipes were retained and stored in the 
organ for possible future re-use. Both 
the 32ʹ Pedal Bourdon and 32ʹ Bom-
barde were relocated relative to the 
rest of the organ, actually improving 
their tonal egress, and the organ now 
has a much more favorable acoustical 
environment than it had originally.5

Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa, 
signed a contract for Opus 1091 in 
1946, and the instrument was dedi-
cated in the College’s Herrick Cha-
pel by Virgil Fox in 1949. The organ 
is now out of the building, having 
been removed for restoration by A. 
Thompson-Allen Company. The 
organ is one of only about a dozen 
Aeolian-Skinners from the 1940s to 
have been built using Michael Harri-
son electronic 32ʹ stops, each of them 
a twelve-note extension of a 16ʹ stop 
in the Pedal. Joe Dzeda of Thomp-
son-Allen reports that a full restora-
tion of the organ will be completed 
by December 2008 “without the in-
trusion of modern technology.”6 The 
only exception to that statement will 
be the use of Walker electronics for 

5	 Jack Bethards very kindly provided a wealth 
of information about the rebuilding of Opus 1024, 
including a type-script of his notes on the instal-
lation from September 2004 through the inaugu-
ral concert in June of the following year. I confess 
a long-standing bias for this organ, because it was 
the instrument I played as a graduate student in 
Austin from 1968 to 1974.
6	 Telephone conversation, October 8, 2007. The 
stoplist on the Aeolian-Skinner Archives web site 
identifies the electronic stops, but it does not indi-
cate that they were only extensions with a range of 
only twelve notes.

the original Michael Harrison stops, 
it having been determined that there 
was no space available in which to 
place pipe extensions.

Opus 1132 (1950), Church of the 
Redeemer, New Haven, Connect-
icut has also been renovated by A. 
Thompson-Allen Company, with 
a completion date of December 2007. 
In this instance, the console was par-
ticularly complicated in its design, 
and although the remote setterboard 
will remain in place, it will no longer 
be used. A multi-level digital memory 
system will be installed in its place. 

Opus 150-A (1954), in the Ca-
thedral of St. John the Divine in 
New York, was a significant rebuild 
of Skinner Organ Company’s Opus 
150 of 1906, and it used only forty-
eight old ranks in its new total of 141. 
The organ was altered slightly over 
the years, and even received a new 
designation as Opus 150-B in 1963, 
when Aeolian-Skinner made a tonal 
change. After fire damaged the church 
and the organ in 2001, it was removed 
and is being cleaned and repaired by 
Quimby Pipe Organs, Inc., ac-
cording to specifications by Douglass 
Hunt, who is also restoring the State 
Trumpet. Michael Quimby reports 
that work on restoring the cham-
bers had just started in October 2007 
and that, if all continues according 
to schedule, reinstallation will begin 
June 20, 2008.7

Opus 1171 (1952), in Trinity Lu-
theran Church of Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana, was a tonal rebuild of Aeolian’s 
Opus 1557, and in less than ten years 
Aeolian-Skinner started a series of 
further modifications. They provided 
a new console in 1960 as Opus 1171-A, 
and the same number covered tonal 
changes in 1964. In 1965, Aeolian-

7	 Telephone conversation, October 5, 2007.
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Skinner completely rebuilt the organ 
as their Opus 1171-B, an eighty-rank 
organ with a new four-manual con-
sole. Jeffrey Dexter reports that the 
refurbishing of that organ by Schantz 
Organ Co. in 2004 involved no tonal 
changes, only re-leathering and re-
pairs to the mechanics. The console, 
however, was fitted with a new multi-
level memory and associated changes 
were made to the electrical systems.8

Opus 1216 was installed in the 
First Methodist Church of Tacoma, 
Washington, in 1953. It remained ton-
ally and mechanically intact until it was 
removed by Don Wallin shortly before 
the building was demolished in the fall 
of 2006. One addition to the stoplist 
had been made: an Unda Maris II in-
stalled by F. Byard Fritts, organist at the 
church and father of Paul Fritts. The 
pipes, from an unidentified builder, 
were located in a separate chamber near 
the gallery, played on a six-stop slider 
chest, and actually constituted a single-
stop Echo division.9 The stop was not 
identified in any way at the console, 
and Donald Wallin, who was responsi-
ble for removing the organ in the final 
twenty-two days before the building 
was demolished, suggests that most 
people who played the organ never 
knew the stop was there. Although the 
pipes were removed and retained, the 
chest and a small blower attached to 
it were destroyed with the building.10 
As confirmed by Cliff Fairley at Bond 
Organ Builders, Inc., who restored 
the organ, the Unda Maris is not part 
of the installation in Seattle’s First Bap-
tist Church. In its new home and new 
configuration (in two chambers instead 

8	 Telephone conversation, October 9, 2007.
9	 James R. Stettner provided a summary of the 
history of this organ in a private e-mail and de-
scribed the unusual nature of the Unda Maris, 
which he had played before the organ was 
removed.
10	 Telephone conversation, October 12, 2007.

of one), the organ will be heard during 
the 2008 OHS Convention. Although 
tonally intact and unaltered, the con-
sole has been fitted with a multi-level 
digital memory, replacing the original 
remote pneumatic system.11

Opus 1257 (1957) was inaugu-
rated by Virgil Fox in a November 
recital as the D.B. Johnson Memorial 
Organ. Its home, the James F. Byrnes 
Auditorium of Winthrop Univer-
sity, is currently being renovated and, 
during construction work, Orgues 
Létourneau Ltée is completing a 
restoration of the organ. No tonal or 
mechanical changes are being made 
to the stoplist, chests, winding, or 
voicing, but David Lowry, professor 
emeritus of organ at Winthrop, says 
that the requirements of an academic 
environment make it prudent to in-
stall a multiple-level solid-state mem-
ory system and make the necessary 
electrical changes.12 Andrew For-
rest, of Orgues Létourneau, reports 
that a true restoration of that com-
ponent would not have been possi-
ble, because the original remote cap-
ture system, installed in a flood-prone 
basement, had been replaced with an 
early solid-state system ca. 1980. In 
connection with the new memory 
system, one new coupler (Positiv to 
Choir 16ʹ) will be provided, at David 
Lowry’s request.13 Installation of the 
renovated organ is scheduled for Au-
gust 2008.

11	 Telephone conversation, October 10, 2007. 
The stoplist as found on Bond’s web site (www.
bondorgans.com) includes three blank stopknobs 
(on the Swell, Choir and Pedal), but they do not 
appear on the stoplist as found on the Aeolian-
Skinner Archives web site (URL above, note 1). 
12	 Details of the organ’s history and the current 
project are accessible on the University’s web site 
at http://winthrop.edu/organcampaign/. David 
Lowry confirmed the extent of work being done 
on the organ and the date of its expected installa-
tion in a telephone conversation, October 9, 2007.
13	 Telephone conversation with Andrew Forrest, 
October 12, 2007.

One of the last organs Aeo-
lian-Skinner built has been removed 
from its original home. Opus 1511 
was dedicated in 1970 in the Cathe-
dral of Christ the King in Kalama-
zoo, Michigan, where it occupied a 
prominent location in the corner of 
the contemporary building. After the 
building was sold to another denom-
ination, Milnar Organ Company 
removed the organ and is storing it at 
their facilities in Eagleville, Tennes-
see, during construction work on its 
new home, the Lutheran Church of 
St. Andrew in Franklin, Tennessee. 
The church has plans for a major re-
build of the organ, including mechan-
ical work and additions to its current 
forty-eight ranks.14

The examples above give details 
of only a limited number of Aeolian-
Skinner organs that have received at-
tention recently from active builders 
and restorers of fine pipe organs. It is 
certain that many more will require 
attention in the future, in spite of the 
best efforts that can be made to main-
tain them. With all the best inten-
tions in each circumstance, some of 
these organs will be lovingly restored 
to their original condition, while oth-
ers may be modified to fit new build-
ings and others will be changed more 
or less radically than others. We can 
expect the mystique of the American 
Classic organ of the Aeolian-Skinner 
Organ Company to continue into yet 
another generation of organists.

A future edition of “Organ Update” 
will be devoted to recent work on organs 
by M.P. Möller. Details of relevant re-
builds and restorations on these instru-
ments should be sent to James H. Cook, 
Box 549033 BSC, Birmingham, Alabama 
35254 or to jhcook@bsc.edu.

14	 Telephone conversation with Melanie Dun-
can of Milnar Organ Company, October 9, 2007.

organ update  continued
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Introduction
once upon a time there were three christian science 
churches in Los Angeles, conveniently numbered 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd. Although each building had a unique architectural de-
sign, each had a similar three-manual organ by the Los Ange-
les builder Murray M. Harris. Nearly one hundred years have 
passed since these three organs were constructed, and only 
one is extant today—the last remaining large three-manual 
Murray Harris organ.

First Church of Christ, Scientist, was designed in 1912 by 
architect Elmer Grey in his version of Spanish Romanesque 
on a triangular plot at Alvarado Terrace, a curving, tree-lined 
street of gracious homes. The exterior is faced in buff-colored 
brick and topped by a tile roof, while the entrance front fea-
tures a tall, square tower and a rounded portico supported by 
Ionic columns. The auditorium seats over 1,000 on one level, 
and has a vaulted and coffered ceiling. Lining the lower por-
tion of the auditorium is polished French walnut paneling. 
Pipework for the Murray Harris organ was located high above 
the readers’ platform behind a decorative plaster grille, and 
the drawknob console was partially recessed into the floor in 
front of the platform. 

The building is currently owned by a Spanish-speaking 
Seventh Day Adventist congregation. Upon taking possession 
of the church, the congregation covered over the console and 
forgot about the organ until a hobbyist offered them $1,000 
for the pipework, and then removed as much as he could carry 
out of the chamber.

Third Church of Christ, Scientist, built in 1888 as Simp-
son Methodist Church, was located in the center of downtown 
Los Angeles, on South Hope Street. It was designed in a vague 
nod to the Richardson Romanesque style by one Count Ap-
ponyi, a self-styled European aristocrat who decamped for 
places unknown before the building was completed. The tall 
auditorium had two curving balconies surrounding three sides 
of the interior, and a stained-glass skylight at the center of the  

 
ceiling. The original organ was a William Johnson instrument 
rebuilt by George Hutchings in 1895 as his Opus 370. Simpson 
Methodist was purchased by the Christian Science congrega-
tion in 1911, and a 1912 three-manual Murray Harris organ was 
installed in place of the Johnson/Hutchings instrument. When 
the building was razed in the 1970s, pipework from the forty-
one-stop Harris organ was sold off piecemeal.1

The Second 
Church of Chr ist, Scientist

second church of christ, scientist, is one of the finest 
early twentieth-century buildings in Los Angeles, and is a des-
ignated and protected landmark. It is located on West Adams 
Boulevard which, when the church was constructed in 1910, 
was the most affluent residential district in the city. Families 
that had made great fortunes in the copper, oil, and lumber 
industries constructed large estates along West Adams, some 
set within private residential parks. 

The church, designed by architect Alfred Rosenheim, 
is a large Roman Revival structure in the form of a domed 
cube. Six tall, fluted columns topped with elaborate Corin-
thian capitals support an imposing pediment, while overhead 
a massive, copper-clad dome and lantern rise over one hun-
dred feet above the street to pierce the sky. The exterior is 
sheathed in white architectural terra-cotta that, from a short 
distance, looks like white marble.

On entering, the visitor passes through a tall vestibule 
and into the lobby, a wide chamber decorated in mahogany 
paneling and several colors of marble. Four staircases lead to 
the auditorium located on the floor above. Seating 1,050, the 
magnificent room is finished with an abundance of elaborate 
plaster work and mahogany paneling, while soft light filtering 

1	 Photos of First and Third Churches can be found on pages 71–73 and 
page 287 in Orpha Ochse, Murray M. Harris and Organ Building in Los Angeles 
(Richmond: OHS Press, 2005).

Organs in Los Angeles Part I
Pondering the Future of the Historic Organ in 
Second Church of Christ, Scientist 

by James Lewis
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through a myriad of windows highlights the color and gold 
leaf covering the walls and massive dome. The three-man-
ual, forty-seven-rank Murray Harris organ is installed high 
above the readers’ platform and speaks through a decorative 
plaster grille, although elevation drawings published in a 1910 
issue of The Brickbuilder magazine show that display pipes were 
originally planned for this space.

For many years after its construction, Second Church 
was filled to capacity almost one-half hour before the service 
began, and a passer-by could observe lines of limousines wait-
ing along West Adams Blvd. to receive worshipers after the 
service ended.

Today, in the first years of the twenty-first century, cir-
cumstances have changed. The crowds and limousines have 
passed into history, the surrounding mansions have been ei-
ther demolished or converted to commercial use, attendance 
has dwindled to a handful of loyal members, and the 1910 
Murray Harris organ is barely playable. On a typical Sunday 
morning attendance could be as few as three or four, and the 
lack of any income-producing endowments prohibited on-
going maintenance work from being done to either the build-
ing or the organ.

The small group soldiered on with, perhaps, a tenuous 
grasp on the reality of their situation until finally being forced 
to list the property for sale in the summer of 2007. A Bud-
dhist group purchased the building with the stipulation that 
the pews and organ be removed before they took possession, 
so the Christian Science congregation scrambled to sell acres 
of mahogany pews, as well as the Harris organ.

When word that the organ was for sale reached those in-
terested in organs built by the Murray Harris firm, there was 
great concern expressed about the fate of the instrument, but 
no one moved to take action. As escrow was about to close 
and no purchaser had been found for the organ (or the pews), 
the present writer and the organbuilder Manuel Rosales came 
together to purchase, remove, and store the instrument until 
such time as a suitable project would allow it to be properly 
restored. Then, at the last minute, the Buddhist group backed 
out of the sale and another group stepped in to purchase the 
building. The new owners wanted both the pews and organ, 
so the sale of the instrument was cancelled.

The outcome is a mixed blessing. It is desirable to keep the 
organ in its original location, and one hopes the new owners 
will appreciate what they have and will be willing and able to 
have the instrument properly restored. It would also be satisfy-
ing to see the organ restored, with some judicious additions, 
and installed in a new venue. Such a project was completed in 
1995 by Manuel Rosales, who was active in preserving and re-
storing the 1911 Murray M. Harris organ built originally for St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, Los Angeles. The instrument, with 
all of its original stops and some additions, is now in St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, Los Angeles, and the results are stunning.

The Second Church Orga n
the murray harris organs of the 1906–1911 period escaped 
the then-current trend toward an opaque sound and, as a re-
sult, the instrument at Second Church has a clear, clean quality 
that is further enhanced by the auditorium’s favorable acoustics. 
The Great division has a Diapason chorus from 16ʹ through a 
22/3ʹ and 2 ,́ plus Harmonic Trumpets at 8ʹ and 4 .́ Drawing all 
of the 8ʹ flue stops on the Great gives a full sound that is clear 
in the bass and tenor, and brightens as it ascends the com-
pass. A seven-stop string chorus in the Swell is patterned after 
George Ashdown Audsley’s recommendation for a Concert 
Room Organ string sub-division.2 It has the following stops:

	 Viola	 8ʹ
	 Salicional	 8ʹ
	 Aeoline	 8ʹ
	 Voix Celeste	 8ʹ
	Q uintadena	 8ʹ
	 Violina	 4ʹ
	 Viol Cornet 	 V

Although Murray Harris would normally locate a Quinta-
dena stop in the Choir division, it is included here, as Audsley 
suggested “for the purpose of imparting to the pungent and 
somewhat thin tones of the Viols the full and sonorous quali-
ties of the orchestral instrument”. As one adds more stops to 
the organ’s ensemble and then draws the fiery Great Trumpets 
and Pedal Trombone, the organ fills the room with a full, sat-
isfying sound that is as impressive today as it must have been 
nearly one hundred years ago.

The voicing of the organ was done by the Harris Com-
pany voicer, Charles M. McQuigg, who began working for 
the firm in 1903. He learned much of his craft from the Brit-
ish voicer John C. Whiteley, who was brought to California 
by Audsley to voice the huge organ Harris built for the 1904 
St. Louis World’s Fair. In 1911 McQuigg left Harris to join 
the Estey Organ Company as their Southern California repre-
sentative. McQuigg was remembered as “a young man of taste 
and ability who had absorbed much of Whiteley’s technique 
and ideals. In so far as was possible, he incorporated these ide-
als in the ensemble, creating an effect of refined dignity much 
admired by those familiar with his work.”3 The reeds were 
manufactured by the Samuel Pierce Organ Pipe Co. of Read-
ing, Massachusetts, with most of the voicing done by Fred- 
erick I. White, one of the finest reed voicers of his time.

The floor of the organ chamber is almost twenty feet 
below the level of the grillwork, and to elevate the chests 
level with the opening, a large support structure was made of 

2	 George Ashdown Audsley, The Art of Organ Building (New York: Dodd, 
Mead, 1905; repr., New York: Dover, 1965), 1:451.
3	 Edward Cadorett Hopkins, “Organ Building in the Southwest,” The Amer-
ican Organist (March, 1926), 62–67.
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Douglas fir, putting the manual chests level with the grille, 
and the Pedal chests about seven feet below. The Choir and 
enclosed Great are in the same expression box, with the un-
enclosed Great directly in front. The Swell is to the left of the 
Great and has two rows of vertical shutters. The Pedal divi-
sion is to the right of the Great and Choir. Despite the unusual 
installation, the sound projects directly into the auditorium.

Over the years the organ has had very little alteration. In 
1956 a new drawknob console replaced the original, elegant 
Harris console. In an unenlightened attempt to produce a 
more “modern” sound, the Swell Violina 4ʹ was moved to 22/3ʹ 
pitch, and the Swell Viol Cornet V was increased in volume 
and recomposed to eliminate the tierce. As the organ began 
to need work in recent years, damage was done by an unqual-
ified worker who removed some pipes from the chests and 
stored them incorrectly, either standing them on their toes, or 
stacked them in boxes like firewood so that excessive weight 
bore down on the pipes at the bottom. All of these problems 
can be rectified, but it is frustrating to see an organ abused in 
this manner.

Much work needs to be done on the Second Church 
building and organ, and we trust that the new owners will be 
able to restore and maintain their new treasures.

We will be watching.

G r e at
Double Open Diapason	 16ʹ
     (bottom 12 wood)
First Open Diapason	 8ʹ
Second Open Diapason	 8ʹ
Gamba*	 8ʹ
Viol dʹAmour*	 8ʹ
Grossflöte	 8ʹ
Doppelflöte*	 8ʹ
Octave	 4ʹ
Harmonic Flute*	 4ʹ
Octave Quint	 22/3ʹ
Super Octave	 2ʹ
Harmonic Trumpet*	 8ʹ
Harmonic Clarion*	 4ʹ

*enclosed in Choir box

Sw  e l l
Bourdon	 16ʹ
Open Diapason	 8ʹ
Violin Diapason	 8ʹ
Viola	 8ʹ
Salicional	 8ʹ
Aeoline	 8ʹ
Voix Celeste	 8ʹ
Quintadena	 8ʹ
Concert Flute	 8ʹ
Stopped Diapason	 8ʹ
Violina	 4ʹ
Flauto Traverso	 4ʹ
Harmonic Piccolo	 2ʹ
Viol Cornet	 V
Contra Fagotto	 16ʹ
Cornopean	 8ʹ
Oboe	 8ʹ
Vox Humana	 8ʹ
Tremolo

C h o i r
Double Dulciana	 16ʹ
Geigen Principal	 8ʹ
Melodia	 8ʹ
Dulciana	 8ʹ
Waldflöte	 4ʹ
Flautina	 2ʹ
Clarinet	 8ʹ
Tremolo

P e da l
Open Diapason	 16ʹ
Bourdon	 16ʹ
Lieblich Gedackt (Sw.)	 16ʹ
Violoncello	 8ʹ
Flute	 8ʹ
Trombone	 16ʹ	

Compass: 61/32
Wind pressure: 4ʺ

Second Church of Chr ist, Scientist — Los A ngeles, C a lifor ni a
M u r r a y  M .  H a r r is   C o m p a n y ,  B u il  d e r s  —  1 9 1 0

Above: The interior of Second Church. Photograph taken by the author 
in 1971.



112 West Hill Street
Champaign, Illinois 61820

800.397.3103
www.Buzardorgans.com

John-Paul Buzard, President
Member, Associated Pipe Organ

Builders of America

Keith Williams
Service Department Director

BuzardService@aol.com

Maintenance, rebuilding
and restoration

of the highest quality
@

North Meets South
Buxtehude and the North German School

Keyboard Music of Domenico Scarlatti


An Early Keyboard Conference Honoring 

Two Significant Recent Anniversaries

2008 Annual Meeting of the
Midwestern Historical Keyboard Society

University of Iowa, Iowa City. IA  USA – May 21-24, 2008
Papers, Lectures, and Concerts

Exhibits of Harpsichords, Clavichords, Fortepianos
For Registration Information, contact:

David Kelzenberg

david-kelzenberg@uiowa.edu
2801 Highway 6 East, #344
Iowa City, IA 52240   USA

Additional Information

www.mhks.org

g l ü c k ne w yor k
o r g a N b u i l d e r s

Restorations and Rebuilds
New Instruments

Services to the Trade

212.608.5651 :: www.glucknewyork.com
170 Park Row, Suite 20A :: New York, NY 10038



30     the tracker     vol. 52, no. 1

obituaries  BAKER, BICKNELl, TAYLOR & walker

william ernest baker, age sixty-
nine, passed away on Friday, August 
31, 2007, in Tucson, Arizona. Bill was 
born May 12, 1938 in Denver, Colo-
rado. His early years were spent there 
and in Caspar, Wyoming, follow-
ing which he enlisted in the United 
States Air Force as an in-flight com-
puter technician. Subsequent to his 
discharge, he studied organ playing 
at the University of the Pacific and 
later at the University of Colorado. 
While in Denver, he worked with 
Fred H. Meunier & Associates, re-
spected organbuilders in the area; 
it was during that time that he met 
Hugh Turpin, a former J.W. Walker 
& Sons employee, who made a pro-
found impression on the young Bill 
Baker. Later in life, Bill often cited 
things that he had learned from 
Hugh Turpin, even to the point of 
adopting some of Mr. Turpin’s Brit-
ish expressions.

Bill’s early work took place in Cal-
ifornia and Nevada. In 1963, he rebuilt 
the 1877 Johnson organ in Sacramen-
to’s St. Paul Episcopal Church, the first 
contract to bear his signature. Nine 
other instruments followed before he 
relocated to New York City in 1968, 

where he was hired as organist-choir-
master at St. Savior’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Brooklyn. The church’s 
original 1911 organ by Reuben Mid-
mer & Sons had been rebuilt by Mid-
mer-Losh in 1924, one of that com- 
pany’s earliest works. Bill further re-
built and enlarged the organ to its 
present size of two manuals and forty 
ranks, completing the work in 1976, 
three years after moving his shop to 
the Northampton, Massachusetts, area. 

Eventually Bill purchased a pic-
turesque wooden-frame building in 
the rural setting of Hatfield, Massa-
chusetts, and it became his perma-
nent shop for the remainder of his 
career. The lower two floors of this 
building were given over to his work; 
his apartment occupied the top floor 
and was furnished with antique fur-
niture, musical instruments, books, 
and all manner of curious artifacts. In 
this facility he would rebuild instru-
ments from the surrounding tri-state 
area, along with the occasional new 
organ. His work was renowned for 
being meticulous, if somewhat be-
lated in completion. In the pattern of 
so many other small firms, Bill was a 
better builder than he was business-

man. No detail escaped his atten-
tion; sometimes he proceeded with 
frustrating deliberation in his goal of 
getting the job done exactly to his 
satisfaction.

Bill was the patron saint of the 
hopeless cause, the St. Jude of the 
organbuilding world. He took on 
work from which others would quail. 
When the actions for the new slider 
windchests at St. Thomas Church in 
New York proved phlegmatic and 
unreliable, Bill designed and fur-
nished for them clever electro-pneu-
matic actions that added decades to 
their useful life. When the high-pres-
sure Solo chests of the Skinner organ 
in Mt. Holyoke College were fatally 
inundated in a catastrophic down-
pour that resulted in quarts of water 
accumulation in them, Bill removed 
them, analyzed them, and eventually 
restored them to service. 

On any given day, one could visit 
Bill’s shop and find an assortment of 
devoted associates who recognized in 
him an uncommon dedication to his 
craft and a genuinely delightful, ec-
centric character. Bill’s interests were 
wide-ranging: In addition to the pipe 
organ, he was fascinated by dirigibles, 
steamships, and gear-driven comput-
ers. He had an impish sense of humor 
and was intensely brilliant, perhaps 
owing to the genes he inherited from 
his mother, who once wrote cross-
word puzzles for The New York Times. 
The ultimate Erzähler, Bill had a rep-
ertoire of hilarious stories that he re-
peated with scant provocation to the 
delight of all within earshot.

Lamentably, Bill never took se-
riously St. Paul’s biblical admonition 
to treat one’s body as the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, preferring instead to 
follow the example of the fraternity 
in the movie Animal House. Ill health 
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plagued his last years as he hastily 
moved to Mexico in an attempt to 
retire within his means. One health 
crisis followed another and, after a 
month’s hospitalization for compli-
cations due to congestive heart fail-
ure, Bill passed away in Tucson, sur-
rounded by loving friends. Inurnment 
took place October 29 at St. John’s 
Cathedral in Denver. Next May, sev-
eral of his family and friends plan to 
gather to observe what would have 
been his seventieth birthday, consol-
ing and regaling each other with sto-
ries that celebrate Bill’s unique life 
and career.

� —Joseph Dzeda

stephen bicknell (1957–2007) 
was involved in so many facets of 
organbuilding, research, and journal-
ism that no single label safely con-
tains him. His unique perspective 
on the organ, as both musical instru-
ment and cultural force, made him 
an opinion leader; his elegant prose 
was the best English on the organ 
in our time. But more than a writer, 
researcher or builder, Stephen was 
a critic of the old school, like Shaw 
or Wilson: someone who viewed his 
role as that of teacher and guide. Ste-
phen not only saw matters through 
his own rigorous filter, he considered 
it his duty to set the record straight.

Educated at Winchester Col-
lege and Durham University (Saint 
Chad’s), Stephen entered an appren-
ticeship with N.P. Mander Ltd. in 
1979, remaining eight years. In 1987 
he moved to J.W. Walker & Sons, to 
work alongside Andrew Pennells in 
the drawing office. Pennells’s disci-
plined approach to layout and design, 
thinking every detail through and 
leaving nothing to chance, impressed 
Stephen with the designer’s author-

ship of the instrument as an organic 
entity. But the atmosphere in Bran-
don wasn’t exactly right, and in 1990 
Stephen returned to Mander to work 
in the drawing office alongside Ian 
Bell and Didier Grassin, where he re-
mained until 1993.

Stephen’s work in organbuilding 
ultimately frustrated him; he was 
probably more individual than collab-
orative. While involved with promi-
nent jobs (among them the Manders 
at Saint Ignatius Loyola, New York, 
and Chelmsford Cathedral), Ste-
phen authored only a few organs that 
might rightly be considered personal 
work, both Walkers: a small two-man-
ual at Kesgrave, and a chamber organ 
at Carlisle Cathedral. Upon leaving 
his second term at Mander’s, Stephen 
settled into writing The History of the 
English Organ (Cambridge University 
Press, 1996), a seminal summation. 
While relying upon much secondary 
information, the book introduced 
important new findings and, perhaps 
more importantly, showed English 
organbuilding in well-reasoned rela-
tionship to other European schools, 
all in typically lucid prose.

Stephen’s tone on the page grew 
out of his fervent conversational ten-
dencies, which could be intoxicating, 
and his keen interest and understand-
ing of history. He seemed to have the 
whole of Western culture on tap for 
reference. Innately brainy, and always 
seeming to reason at lightning speed, 
Stephen was not one to work out 
his vision or his voice through end-
less sketching or editing. Ideas, either 
drawings or essays, came out fully 
formed. Far from being the single-
minded researcher focused on one 
slice of history, everything seemed to 
interest him so long as it embodied 
good quality: Schnitger to the Dal-

lams, Swedish Baroque to the Czech 
Romantics, Bätz and his influence on 
Cavaillé-Coll, the late English Classi-
cists, the unfolding story of the Eng-
lish Romantic organ in its narrower 
places, such as Carlton Michell and 
Norman & Beard.

Nor was it all serious. Amid the 
scholarly explorations for the Brit-
ish Institute of Organ Studies and es-
says for Choir & Organ were the var-
ied postings to PIPORG-L and tales 
of puckish irreverence, veiling the 
truth as thinly as possible. (What, we 
wonder, is St. Mustache? Who is M. 
Bouillon?) Stephen saw the reader 
as capable of equal fascination to his 
own, be it with old temperaments or 
Sydney Torch.

Stephen’s relationship to the 
morgan was as complicated as his un-
derstanding of it. He saw the instru-
ment as the apotheosis of aesthetic 
and mechanical pursuit, and with it 
the potential for perfect human artis-
tic expression. Organbuilders know 
this particular recipe for madness; in 
one inclined to depression, it was a 
degustation of psychological trauma. 
As his opportunities for real cre-
ative output seemed to slip, Stephen 
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obituaries  continued

decided that he and organbuilding 
made a bad match, and he sought di-
vorce. He sent to friends almost his 
entire organ library, reassigned con-
sulting projects, and in his last two 
years seemed to relish a “normal” life 
working at the Association of Ac-
counting Technicians, a London non-
profit educational bureau.

Withdrawing from the organ was 
hardly the same as withdrawing from 
music, which was central to his life. 
He had long since worked his way 
beyond the mainstream—Stephen 
was the only true Howells-hater of 
my acquaintance—and particularly 
enjoyed Keeble and Roseingrave, 
Satie and Poulenc. He devoted him-
self to domestic life, and the sanctu-
ary of the home he created with his 
partner Jon Vanner. Their otherwise 
standard-issue 1851 East London ter-
race house became a catalog of per-
sonal loves: the front parlor in 1930s 
railway club-car moderne, an out-of-
tune Bechstein tucked in with the 
secretary and étagère, a kitchen he and 
Jon jointly designed with touches of 
Sweden and Vermont, the odd bits of 
Lego lying about.

This color, eclecticism, and depth 
defined the Bicknell way of thought 
and action. Stephen’s influence and 
memory will be best preserved in 
what he wrote, for its breadth and 
range, originality, and happy spirit. It 
was a rare voice, one sorely needed in 
organ circles, and unfathomably sad 
to see silenced. 

—Jonathan Ambrosino

Stephen Bicknell was found in his home 
August 18; he had been suffering from de-
pression. He is survived directly by Jon 
Vanner, his partner of eleven years with 
whom he had entered into civil partner-
ship in 2006; his mother, Sally; and broth-
ers Julian, Marcus, and Alex. A memo-
rial service will be held February 16, 2008, 
4.00 p.m., at the Church of Saint Giles 
in the Fields, London, to which the public 
is warmly invited.

See <www.stephenbicknell.org>.

susanne lowndes taylor, age 
eighty-nine, died on September 10, 
2007, in Mount Pleasant, South Car-
olina, her home of many years. Her 
association with the OHS began in 
the 1960s, when she scheduled Bar-
bara Owen to play a concert on the 
1845 Henry Erben at the Hugue-
not (French Protestant) Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina. This 
event led to the eventual restora-
tion of the instrument by Hartman 
& Beaty in 1969. The restoration was 
funded by support from the Preser-
vation Society of Charleston, friends, 
and donations received at the Friday 
noontime programs played by local 
musicians. The re-dedicatory recital 
was played in 1969 by E. Power Biggs. 
As a direct result of Susanne Taylor’s 
efforts, the organ was issued an His-
toric Organ Citation (no. 2) by the 
OHS in 1975.

charles norman walker, age 
sixty-six, passed away on Monday, 
October 8, 2007, in Griffin, Geor-

gia.  Walker’s talent for mounting 
stage productions was evident al-
ready in high school, where he and 
his friend Joe McKaughan created 
“Fountain Follies,” colorful foun-
tains that were coordinated with a 
musical soundtrack. 

After graduation from high 
school, Walker attended the Ray 
Lang School of Design in Chicago. 
Walker subsequently returned to 
his native Georgia and began work-
ing for Herschel Harrington Studios 
in Atlanta, the oldest theatre scen-
ery and lighting studio in the South-
east. He later acquired the business 
and relocated it to Griffin, Georgia, 
where it remains to this day. 

Charles was active in numer-
ous organizations, including the Na-
tional Carousel Association, the Car-
ousel Organ Association of America, 
the Society for the Preservation of 
Old Mills, the Reed Organ Society, 
and the Organ Historical Society. 

The restoration and preservation 
of historical landmarks was a pas-
sion of Charles’s; among his many ac-
complishments, he was instrumental 
in saving the Fox Theatre in Atlanta, 
and he also helped to restore numer-
ous historic organs and carousels all 
over the country. 

Charles is survived by his sister, 
Anita Walker Hoffman, and brother-
in-law, Ron Hoffman Sr., of Sandy 
Springs, Georgia; two nephews, 
Charles K. Hoffman and Ron Hoff-
man Jr., as well as longtime friends 
Allen Bailey and Mary Thrower.

32     the tracker     vol. 52, no. 1



Canada: 16355 ave Savoie
Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec J2T 3N1
telephone: (450) 774-2698
fax: (450) 774-3008
mail@letourneauorgans.com
www.letourneauorgans.com

USA: 1220 L Street NW
Suite 100 – No. 200

Washington, DC 20005
telephone: (800) 625-7473

fax: (202) 737-1818
LetoUSA@aol.com

Orgues Létourneau Limitée

Member of the Associated Pipe Organ Builders of America and
the International Society of Organbuilders

Since 1979, we have designed andSince 1979, we have designed andSince 1979, we have designed andSince 1979, we have designed andSince 1979, we have designed and
built over 110 new pipe organs forbuilt over 110 new pipe organs forbuilt over 110 new pipe organs forbuilt over 110 new pipe organs forbuilt over 110 new pipe organs for
clients in Australia, Austria, Newclients in Australia, Austria, Newclients in Australia, Austria, Newclients in Australia, Austria, Newclients in Australia, Austria, New
Zealand, England, Canada andZealand, England, Canada andZealand, England, Canada andZealand, England, Canada andZealand, England, Canada and
the United States. Our instruments,the United States. Our instruments,the United States. Our instruments,the United States. Our instruments,the United States. Our instruments,
whether tracker or electric action,whether tracker or electric action,whether tracker or electric action,whether tracker or electric action,whether tracker or electric action,
have been acclaimed for theirhave been acclaimed for theirhave been acclaimed for theirhave been acclaimed for theirhave been acclaimed for their
rugged construction, responsiverugged construction, responsiverugged construction, responsiverugged construction, responsiverugged construction, responsive
key actions, tonal integrity andkey actions, tonal integrity andkey actions, tonal integrity andkey actions, tonal integrity andkey actions, tonal integrity and
intrinsic musicalityintrinsic musicalityintrinsic musicalityintrinsic musicalityintrinsic musicality.  Our.  Our.  Our.  Our.  Our
instruments are entirely built frominstruments are entirely built frominstruments are entirely built frominstruments are entirely built frominstruments are entirely built from
raw materials in our workshops inraw materials in our workshops inraw materials in our workshops inraw materials in our workshops inraw materials in our workshops in
Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec,Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec,Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec,Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec,Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec,
including all pipes, consoles andincluding all pipes, consoles andincluding all pipes, consoles andincluding all pipes, consoles andincluding all pipes, consoles and
full organ cases.  Wfull organ cases.  Wfull organ cases.  Wfull organ cases.  Wfull organ cases.  We also restore,e also restore,e also restore,e also restore,e also restore,
rebuild or revoice instruments byrebuild or revoice instruments byrebuild or revoice instruments byrebuild or revoice instruments byrebuild or revoice instruments by
other builders to sound and playother builders to sound and playother builders to sound and playother builders to sound and playother builders to sound and play
better than everbetter than everbetter than everbetter than everbetter than ever.....

The OHS Catalog
SHEET MUSIC  BOOKS  RECORDINGS

Order online: http://www.ohscatalog.org
UPS shipping, which we recommend to U.S. addresses, is $7.75 for your entire order. Library rate shipping is $4.50 for your entire order.

Shipping outside U.S. is $4.50 plus the cost of air postage charged to your VISA or MasterCard.

The OHS Catalog is a program service of your Society, offering over 5,000 titles, many 
not readily available elsewhere, to lovers of organs and organ music worldwide. 

Member discounts are offered on hundreds of items. The OHS Catalog has introduced 
tens of thousands of individuals to OHS and is our largest source of new members. 

Proceeds from sales support every project of the Organ Historical Society. We thank 
you, our members, for your loyal support.

Organ Historical Society

Telephone (804)353-9226

Maurice Duruflé: 
The Man and His Music
by James E. Frazier

-
sive in any language.  Frazier, organist and director of 

as an organist, church musician, composer, recitalist, 
conservatory professor and orchestral musician. Frazier 

Maurice Duruflé 

Book 2273               OHS Members $62.95, Others $65.00 

Dieterich Buxtehude:
Organist in Lübeck
by Kerala Snyder
Originally published in 1987 and long out of print, 
this book is considered to be the standard work 

information on the organs that Buxtehude played 
in Scandinavia and Lübeck, excerpts from the St. 

who walked a great distance to Lübeck to spend 
several months studying with Buxtehude and an ex-

BOOK 2357                                                     OHS Members $72.95, Others $75.00



34     the tracker     vol. 52, no. 1

Minutes of the 
National Council 
Meeting
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
July 10–11, 2007
Sheraton Hotel and 
Suites, Keystone Crossing, 
Indianapolis, Indiana

These minutes follow the order of 
the agenda and do not necessarily 
follow the order in which they were 
discussed.

Call to Order: The meeting 
of the National Council of the 
Organ Historical Society was 
called to order by President 
Michael Friesen on Tuesday, 
July 10, 2007, at 1:20 p.m., 
in the Sheraton Hotel and 
Suites, Keystone Crossing, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. A quorum 
of Council members was 
established. Present: Michael 
Friesen (President), Laurence 
Libin (Vice-President), Stephen 
Schnurr (Secretary), James 
Stark (Treasurer), Jack Bethards 
(Councilor for Organizational 
Concerns), Carol Britt 
(Councilor for Archives), Scot 
Huntington (Councilor for 
Conventions), James Johnston 
(Councilor for Finance and 
Development), Paul Marchesano 
(Councilor for Education), 
and Daniel N. Colburn, ii 
(Executive Director). Absent: 
Allison Alcorn (Councilor for 
Research and Publications). 
Also present: Gregory Crowell 
(Director of Publications) and 
David Barnett (Controller).

Approval of Minutes: 
Moved–Marchesano; second–
Johnston, to approve minutes of 
the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
meeting of the National 
Council, Friday and Saturday, 
March 16 and 17, 2007, as 
circulated by the Secretary and 
to be published in accordance 
with Robert’s Rules of Order. 
Motion passed, one opposed 
(Huntington).

The Secretary noted that the 
National Council approved 
by unanimous electronic 
mail vote the appointment 
of James Stark of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, as Treasurer of 
the Society, effective Monday, 
April 23, 2007.

Reports

President’s Report: Michael 
Friesen. President Friesen 
presented a written report 
to the Council, detailing his 
activities on behalf of the 
Society since the last meeting 
of the Council. He has 
assisted with selecting a new 
Treasurer, as well as providing 
advice on his first days in his 
new role. The President spent 
considerable time proofing 
the 2007 Convention Organ 
Atlas, the largest of its kind 
in the Society’s history. He 
has also offered advice to the 
Central Indiana Convention 
Committee and has worked 
on the establishment of 
the Publications Prize 
Committee.

Vice-President’s Report: 
Laurence Libin. A written 
report was submitted by the 
Vice-President. The Vice-
President has focused on the 
ongoing Phoenix Project, 
assisting with planning of 
2007 and 2008 symposia, and 
organizational development. His 
editorial in The Tracker outlining 
thoughts for the Society’s future 
direction and inviting responses 
by the membership has yielded 
several responses which will 
be considered by the National 
Council.

The President welcomed the 
Society’s new Treasurer, James 
Stark, to his first meeting with 
the Council in his new capacity.

Treasurer: James Stark. The 
Treasurer presented a written 
report, including a handout of 
preliminary budget figures for 
the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year.

Resolved: Bethards; second–
Marchesano, that the National 
Council thanks Mr. Stark for 
his extensive and excellent 
work, that the Council accepts 
his financial reporting format, 
and that the Council authorizes 
him to set up a system of 
expenditure controls for the 
various program services of 
the Society. Resolution passed 
unanimously.

Mr. Barnett then left the 
meeting.

Executive Director: Daniel 
N. Colburn, ii. The Executive 
Director presented a written 
report. The Executive Director 
has been working closely 
with David Barnett and the 
new Treasurer, James Stark, in 
refashioning the accounting 
procedures and oversights. 
While much of his energy 
has been directed towards the 
2007 National Convention, he 
met with the 2010 Pittsburgh 
Convention Committee and 
D. Jay Feldman, the hotel 
broker, to select a hotel for that 
convention. Advertising income 
for the 2007 Convention 
publication is approximately 
$13,500, while income for the 
journal approached $19,570. 
The Friends of the Convention 
appeal netted $5,525. The 
Annual Fund Drive has brought 
in approximately $35,000 from 
three hundred donors, the 
highest amount ever. The 2002 
Chicago Convention compact 
discs have been released, and 
work on the 2004 Buffalo set 
has begun.

Councilors’ Reports

Archives: Carol Britt. Dr. 
Britt submitted a written 
report. The entire backlog 
of loose materials has been 
bound and the collection has 
been brought current to 2005. 
Peter Cameron of Methuen, 
Massachusetts, has donated a 
box of Jardine materials to the 
American Organ Archives. The 

humidity issues in the Archives 
appear to have been brought to 
acceptable standards. The Vice-
President led discussion for the 
October 2007 symposium to be 
held at the Eastman School of 
Music, University of Rochester, 
Rochester, New York, 
distributing recently-completed 
brochures which will be mailed 
to the membership. Mr. Libin 
also delineated progress with 
planning for the October 2008 
symposium, held in conjunction 
with Research Center for 
Music Iconography at the 
City University of New York 
Graduate Center and entitled 
Organs in Art/Organs as Art.

Conventions: Scot 
Huntington. Mr. Huntington 
presented a written report with 
updates pertaining to several 
upcoming conventions from 
various convention chairs. The 
Councilor provided a verbal 
report on the 2009 Cleveland 
Convention. Mr. Stark, Vice-
Chair of the 2010 Pittsburgh 
Convention, also provided 
a brief report, including the 
securing of the hotel contract 
and a preliminary lineup 
of recital instruments. The 
Secretary presented a folder 
of publicity items regarding 
the 2007 Central Indiana 
Convention that appeared in 
various national and chapter 
publications of the American 
Guild of Organists. Councilor 
Huntington led discussion of 
possible mini-conventions in 
Vermont and New Hampshire. 
Mr. Marchesano announced 
that this year’s convention 
survey will be available online.

Education: Paul Marchesano. 
There were seven candidates 
for the E. Power Biggs 
Fellowship for the 2007 
National Convention, of 
which two were awarded 
fellowships: Leon Griesbach 
of Lisbon, Maine, and Alex 
Hendrickson of Marion, Illinois. 
Two Historic Organ Citations 
have been awarded since the 
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last meeting of the Council, 
including one for an instrument 
built in 1906 by Breckels & 
Matthews of Wiarton, Ontario, 
Canada, the first citation for 
this builder. There has been 
no activity on the part of 
Historic Organ Recitals due to 
budget limitations. The 2008 
Symposium has issued a call for 
papers.

Finance and Development: 
James Johnston. Councilor 
Johnston provided a report from 
the Endowment Fund Advisory 
Board. On June 30, 2006, assets 
under management with the 
Endowment Fund amounted to 
$314,554.30. On June 30, 2007, 
assets amounted to $353,606.22. 
The Councilor recommended 
Peter Boysen to the Council for 
replacement of James Stark on 
the Endowment Fund Advisory 
Board.

Moved: Libin; second–
Bethards, that the National 
Council appoint Peter A. 
Boysen to fill the vacancy 
on the Endowment Fund 
Advisory Board. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Organizational Concerns: 
Jack Bethards. Councilor 
Bethards presented a written 
report. Mr. David Barnett 
continues in his role of day-
to-day financial and office 
management of the Society’s 
headquarters in Richmond, 
Virginia. Mr. Stark has agreed 
to help to improve control 
procedures and to oversee 
financial operations and 
reporting. There has been 
increased activity on the part of 
the Society’s Chapters.

Research and Publications: 
Allison Alcorn. A written 
report was submitted in 
the absence of Dr. Alcorn. 
The Alan Laufman Grant 
Committee is in the process 
of selecting a grant recipient 
from various applications. 
Councilor Alcorn’s report 

included a report from the 
Director of Publications, 
Gregory Crowell. The 
summer issue of The Tracker 
has gone to press. Dr. Crowell 
oversaw the production 
of this year’s convention 
publications, the 2007 Organ 
Atlas and Handbook. A book, 
The Brebos Organs of El Escorial, 
has been printed and is now 
offered in the Society catalog. 
Also, The Organ Manual, 
by Henry Nicholson, a part 
of the Archives Reprint 
Series, is now in print. Other 
publications are in various 
stages of progress. Dr. Crowell 
presented a copy of the 
Brebos as well as test copies 
of the festschrift, Music and 
Its Questions: Essays in Honor 
of Peter Williams, and an 
autobiography of Charles W. 
McManis, Wanted: One Crate 
of Lions, for the Council to 
view.

The meeting recessed for the day at 
6:28 p.m.

The meeting was reconvened by the 
Vice-President on Saturday, March 
17, 2007, at 9:17 a.m. Present: 
Michael Friesen (arrived 9:36, after 
which time, he led the meeting), 
Laurence Libin, Stephen Schnurr, 
James Stark, Jack Bethards, Carol 
Britt, Scot Huntington, James 
Johnston, Paul Marchesano (arrived 
9:26), and Daniel N. Colburn, ii 
(arrived 9:22 a.m.). Absent: Allison 
Alcorn. Also present: Gregory 
Crowell, Dennis Northway 
(Membership Committee Chair, for 
the first part of the morning), David 
Dahl (Chair of the 2008 National 
Convention Committee, for part of 
the morning), and Joseph McCabe 
(Chair of the 2009 National 
Convention Committee, for part of 
the afternoon).

Dennis Northway made a 
presentation to the Council 
regarding his work for renewing 
and recruiting membership, 
leading the Council in 
discussion of various matters to 
assist him in creating a vision 

for his future work.
David Dahl led discussion of 
various matters pertaining 
to the 2008 Seattle/Tacoma 
National Convention.

Old Business

Guidelines for Restoration 
and Conservation: 
Huntington. Councilor 
Huntington presented 
publications which the 
Guidelines Committee has 
been reviewing in its work. 
The Committee’s working 
document, Guidelines for 
the Documentation of Pipe 
Organs, was discussed. The 
President suggested a hierarchy 
of several documents which the 
Committee might consider for 
creating and compiling.

Archives Operating 
Procedures: Britt. There was 
no report.

Organ Tours: Colburn. The 
Executive Director continues 
to work on various possibilities 
for a Tour, particularly a possible 
tour to Italy for June of 2008. 
Councilor Marchesano is 
exploring the possibility of an 
OHS Tour to Australia for the 
autumn of 2009.

Convention Sourcebook: 
Schnurr. There was no report. 
The Executive Director 
requested that activity for this 
Committee be suspended 
until after the 2007 National 
Convention, so that he would 
be able observe one full cycle of 
a convention process and thus 
better prepare for discussion of 
proposed changes.

Mission Statement: Colburn. 
There was no report.

Online Chatlist: Marchesano. 
The Councilor reported 
that the Society’s website 
subscription service has the 
ability to support an online 
discussion forum. He has also 
formed a Website Committee 

at the request of the Council 
from March 2007, consisting 
of Paul Marchesano (chair), 
Len Levasseur, and Anthony 
Marchesano.

Moved: Marchesano; second–
Johnston, that the National 
Council create the Van Pelt 
Fund for the Preservation 
and Restoration of Historic 
Organs as described in the 
revised text presented by the 
Councilor for Organizational 
Concerns on June 26 and 
revised July 11. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Development Committee: 
Colburn. The Executive 
Director is still forming his 
committee.

New Business

Moved: Marchesano; second–
Huntington, that the National 
Council reappoint the current 
members of the Historic 
Organ Recitals Committee, 
the Pipe Organ Database 
Committee, and the E. Power 
Biggs Fellowship Committee 
for another five-year term, 
beginning October 1, 2007. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Schnurr; second–
Huntington, that the National 
Council appoint the following 
persons to the Historic Organ 
Citations Committee for a five-
year term of service, beginning 
October 1, 2007: Jonathan 
Ambrosino, Michael Friesen, 
Allen Kinzey, Paul Marchesano, 
Larry Pruett, and Nicholas 
Thompson-Allen. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Moved: Marchesano; second–
Johnston, that the National 
Council appoint Jonathan 
Ortloff to the Guidelines for 
Restoration and Conservation 
Committee. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Moved: Britt; second–Johnston, 
that the National Council 
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enforce the Additional Person 
in Household Dues policy. The 
additional person in household 
is a regular member but does 
not receive subscription 
publications of the Society. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Marchesano; second—
Johnston, that the National 
Council adopt a revised dues 
schedule as follows: Regular, 
$60.00; Over 65, $50.00; 
Student (25 and under), $20.00; 
Second Person in Household 
at regular rate, $45.00; Second 
Person in Household Over 65, 
$40.00; additional dues levels: 
$100.00, $250.00, $500.00, 
$1,000.00, and $2,500.00. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Bethards; second–
Marchesano, that the 
National Council disband the 
Meritorious Service Award 
Committee, the Employee 
Policy Manual Committee, 
and the Organizational 
Restructuring Committee, with 
the gratitude of the National 
Council for their service. 
Motion passed, one opposed 
(Huntington).

The meeting recessed for luncheon 
at 12:39 p.m. The meeting 
reconvened at 2:03 p.m.

The President introduced 
Joseph G. Roberts, Chair 
of the 2007 Central Indiana 
Convention Committee, who 
was greeted by the National 
Council.

The Council discussed 
possibilities of presence at the 
2008 National Convention 
of the American Guild of 
Organists in the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota. 

Moved: Libin; second–
Huntington, that the National 
Council approve the formation 
by the Publications Governing 
Board of the OHS Press 
Honorary Advisors, including 
the following persons: Jonathan 

Ambrosino, Anthony Baglivi, 
John Brombaugh, Lynn Edwards 
Butler, Hans Davidsson, Barbara 
Owen, Rollin Smith, Kerala 
Snyder, Nicholas Thistlethwaite, 
Harald Vogel, Craig R. Whitney, 
and Peter Williams. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Moved: Bethards; second–
Johnston, that the National 
Council ratify the membership 
of the Publications Prize 
Committee: Tina Frühauf 
(3-year term, April 1, 2007 
through April 30, 2010), 
Christopher Marks (3-year 
term), Bynum Petty (2-year 
term, April 1, 2007, through 
April 30, 2009), William 
Osborne (2-year term). Motion 
passed unanimously.

Moved: Johnston; second–
Bethards, that the National 
Council approve the Operating 
Procedures of the Publications 
Prize Committee. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Moved: Johnston; second–
Huntington, that the 
National Council adopt the 
organizational chart as amended. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Huntington; second–
Libin, that the National Council 
incorporate the duties of 
Convention Coordinator into 
the duties of the Executive 
Director. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Moved: Bethards; second–
Libin, that the National Council 
adopt the Reimbursable 
Expenses Policy as amended, 
authorizing the Executive 
Director to implement the 
policy. Motion passed, one 
abstention (Huntington).

Moved: Schnurr; second–
Libin, to ensure quality and 
consistency of the OHS’s 
name, look, and reputation, 
anything printed, electronically 
transmitted in visual form, or 
placed on the OHS website 

bearing the OHS name or 
logo shall be approved by 
the Executive Director prior 
to being disseminated. All 
stationery used on behalf 
of OHS functions shall be 
designed to contain common 
elements of the Society in 
a uniform style, and such 
approved letterhead shall then 
be the only version used. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Libin; second–Schnurr, 
that the National Council 
approve the Job Description 
of the Treasurer of the Society, 
dated March 26, 2007. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Moved: Johnston; second–
Britt, resolved, that the 
Organ Historical Society, a 
Pennsylvania corporation, 
hereby authorizes currently-
appointed Treasurer, James 
M. Stark, to maintain and/or 
open, with Wachovia Bank, N. 
A., any depository or money 
management accounts needed 
in the course of the Society’s 
normal day-to-day operations, 
to transfer into and write checks 
against such accounts, and to 
delegate such authority to 
Daniel N. Colburn II, Executive 
Director, and to David Barnett, 
Controller. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Moved: Johnston; second–
Britt, resolved that the 
Organ Historical Society, a 
Pennsylvania corporation, 
hereby authorizes currently-
appointed Treasurer, James M. 
Stark, to maintain and/or open, 
with Vanguard Group, Inc., 
such investment management 
accounts as are deemed 
necessary for the ongoing 
management of the Society’s 
permanent funds, as determined 
by National Council, to buy, 
sell, or hold such mutual fund 
investments as are deemed 
appropriate for the long term 
disposition of such funds, and 
to delegate to David Barnett, 
Controller, the authority to 

execute such transactions, or 
open such accounts, on the 
instructions of the Treasurer. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Resolved: Huntington; 
second–Bethards, that the 
National Council extends its 
thanks and appreciation to the 
2007 National Convention 
Committee for their diligence 
and hard work in preparing this 
year’s convention. Resolution 
passed unanimously.

Resolved: Huntington; 
second–Johnston, that the 
National Council extends its 
thanks and appreciation to 
the Director of Publications, 
contributors, editor, and 
designers, for their excellent 
work for the production of the 
2007 Organ Atlas. Resolution 
passed, two abstentions (Friesen 
and Schnurr).

Resolved: Libin; second–Britt, 
that the National Council 
thanks the outgoing National 
Council members for their 
years of service. Resolution 
passed unanimously.

Resolved: Libin; second–
Marchesano, that the National 
Council expresses its thanks and 
appreciation to David Barnett, 
Controller, for his long service 
as Treasurer. Resolution passed 
unanimously.

Moved: Marchesano; second–
Libin, that the National Council 
adopt bylaws changes as follows, 
pending approval of the Mem-
bership:

Section 5.2, Ex Officio 
defined, adding the following 
at the end of this section: Ex 
officio members are entitled 
to receive all documents and 
communications of a committee 
or governing board, including, 
but not limited to, agendas, 
minutes, reports, memos, 
financial statements, and the 
like.

Section 5.3, Committees, 
subsection (a), fourth sentence, 
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altered to read: A committee 
will normally have at least 
three (3) members, at least 
one of whom should be a 
Voting Council Member and 
the others will normally be 
members of the Society, except 
if other composition of the 
committee is approved by the 
National Council.

Section 5.3, Committees, 
new subsection (f), as follows: 
The National Council may 
approve a specific make-
up of or qualifications for 
membership on a given 
committee by approval of 
a motion which creates 
or modifies a committee, 
or through approval of 
the committee’s operating 
procedures, which preclude the 
President, Vice-President, and/
or Executive Director from 
being an ex officio member of 
such committee.

Section 5.4, Nominating 
Committee, subsection (a), 
entire subsection to read: 
The Nominating Committee 
shall nominate candidates 
for National Officers (except 
Treasurer) and National 
Councilors.

Section 5.6, American 
Organ Archives Governing 
Board, subsection (e), National 
Council Powers, adding the 
following as: (5) and, as provided 
in Section 5.8 (b), to approve 
the Archives Governing Board 
operating procedures.

Section 5.7, Publications 
Governing Board, subsection 
(d), National Council Powers, 
adding the following as: (5) 
and, as provided in Section 5.8 
(b), to approve the Publications 
Governing Board operating 
procedures.

Section 5.8, Governing 
Boards–Additional Provisions, 
new subsection (d), as follows: 
Minutes of governing board 
meetings shall be taken and shall 
be distributed to the National 
Council.

Section 6.1, Annual 
Meeting, revise entire section 
to read: The Society shall 

hold an Annual Meeting 
open to all Voting Members 
to conduct such business as 
may be properly brought 
before the Voting Members. 
Non-Voting Members and 
other individuals who are 
not Voting Members may 
attend the Annual Meeting 
of the Society. The Annual 
Meeting will normally be 
scheduled in conjunction with 
the National Convention of 
the Society, or otherwise at a 
date, time, and place certain 
that is announced, but shall 
in no case be held later than 
1 October of that calendar 
year. Notice of the Annual 
Meeting to Voting Members 
shall be made in writing at 
least thirty (30) days prior to 
the meeting date. Notice shall 
be deemed to have been given 
by the listing of the Annual 
Meeting in the events schedule 
of the convention registration 
brochure and posting on the 
Society’s website. Notice by a 
separate physical mailing shall 
not be required.

Section 10.2, Amendment 
by National Council and 
Society Members, adding the 
following: Such amendment 
elections are not required to 
be held in conjunction with an 
Annual Meeting, and can be 
done by mail at any time, with 
the teller being appointed by 
the President, and with mailing 
instructions, calendar deadlines, 
and other administrative 
procedures established by the 
National Council, so long as at 
least thirty (30) days after the 
ballots are mailed are afforded 
to the members to cast their 
votes.

Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Libin; second–Schnurr, 
that no governing board or 
committee shall require any 
expenditure or obligation that is 
not within the purview of that 
governing board or committee. 
Any interdisciplinary 
expenditure or obligation shall 

be decided by the National 
Council. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Moved: Bethards; second–
Huntington, that the Organ 
Historical Society Organ 
Atlas shall be a benefit of 
membership. Each member shall 
receive one copy. Motion passed 
unanimously.

The Vice-President left the meeting 
at 5:59 p.m.

Moved: Schnurr; second–
Bethards, that no person on the 
National Council may also be a 
member of a governing board 
unless, by virtue of holding 
a National Council office, 
that person is automatically a 
member of the governing board. 
Motion passed, one opposed 
(Huntington).

Moved: Friesen; second–
Schnurr, that no member of 
any committee or governing 
board shall state that a decision 
or policy of a committee or 
governing board is in place 
unless said decision or policy 
can be proven by virtue of 
appearing specifically in print in 
the minutes of a meeting held 
in accordance with the bylaws. 
Motion passed, one opposed 
(Huntington).

The meeting was recessed at
6:13 p.m.

The meeting reconvened on 
Thursday, July 12, 2007, at 
7:34 p.m., in the North United 
Methodist Church of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Present: Michael Friesen, 
Laurence Libin, Stephen Schnurr, 
James Stark, Jack Bethards, James 
Johnston, and Paul Marchesano. 
Absent: Allison Alcorn, Carol 
Britt, Scot Huntington, and Daniel 
Colburn.

Moved: Schnurr; second–
Johnston, that, cognizant of the 
devastating tragedy, catastrophic 
damage, and continuing 
rebuilding of Orleans Parish, 

Louisiana, caused by Hurricane 
Katrina, and, knowing that 
2007 National Council election 
ballots were not delivered by 
the United States Postal Service 
to Society members in Orleans 
Parish, the National Council 
recommends that the Society 
membership endorse during 
its Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
July 15, 2007, the temporary 
suspension of Society Bylaws 
Section 8.2, so that Society 
members of Orleans Parish, 
Louisiana, present at said 
meeting are thus permitted 
to receive replacement ballots 
for the 2007 Council election. 
Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting recessed at 7:43 p.m.

The meeting reconvened on Sunday, 
July 15, 2007, at 12:25 p.m., in 
the Sheraton Hotel and Suites, 
Keystone Crossing, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Present: Michael Friesen, 
Laurence Libin, Stephen Schnurr, 
James Stark, Jack Bethards, James 
Johnston, Paul Marchesano, and 
Daniel Colburn. Absent: Allison 
Alcorn, Carol Britt, and Scot 
Huntington.

There was no further business 
to conduct.

Adjournment

Moved: Marchesano; second–
Johnston, to adjourn. Motion 
passed unanimously. Meeting 
adjourned at 12:26 p.m.

– Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Schnurr, Secretary.

–Approved, Wednesday, October 10, 
2007, in Rochester, New York.
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Minutes of a 
Special Meeting 
of the National 
Council
Monday, July 30, 2007

A special meeting of the 
National Council of the Organ 
Historical Society was convened 
by telephone conference call on 
Monday, July 30, 2007, at 9:03 
p.m. Eastern Daylight Time by 
President Laurence Libin. This 
special meeting was called in 
accordance with the Society’s 
Bylaws, sections 4.13, 4.14, and 
4.17. A quorum of Council 
members was established by roll 
call of the Secretary. Present: 
Laurence Libin (President), 
Stephen Schnurr (Secretary), 
Jack Bethards (Councilor for 
Organizational Concerns, 
arrived 9:06 p.m.), Carol Britt 
(Councilor for Archives), Scot 
Huntington (Councilor for 
Conventions), Allen Kinzey 
(Councilor for Research and 
Publications), Randall Wagner 
(Councilor for Finance and 
Development), Daniel Colburn 
(Executive Director), and 
James Stark (Treasurer). Absent: 
Will Headlee (Councilor for 
Education).

The following items were 
transacted during the 
telephone conference meeting:

Moved: Schnurr; second–
Huntington, that the National 
Council appoint Joseph 
McCabe Vice President of 
the Organ Historical Society, 
to serve the remainder of 
the term of Laurence Libin. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. McCabe was then invited 
to join the meeting.

The next special telephone 
meeting of the National 
Council will occur on 
Tuesday, September 4, 2006, 
6:00 p.m., Eastern Daylight 
Time.

The next regular meeting of 
the National Council is set 
to begin on the morning of 
Wednesday, October 10, in 
Rochester, New York.

The President observed that 
approximately 150 works 
were played during the recent 
Society National Convention 
in Central Indiana; two-thirds 
of these were composed in 
twentieth century, one-third 
of the works were composed 
by Americans.

Don Leonard of the 
Richmond, Virginia, office 
will be leaving very soon for a 
new position.

The President recommended 
that Councilors who act as 
liaisons to the Archivist and 
the Director of Publications 
work with these persons to 
form a plan of succession, 
should either person become 
incapacitated.

The President led brief 
discussion on the formation of 
the Development Committee, 
to be further coordinated by 
the Executive Director and 
the Councilor for Finance and 
Development.

The President asked the 
Councilor for Archives to 
charge the Archives Governing 
Board with developing a 
long-range plan for more 
needed space for the Archives 
collections.

Adjournment: moved–
Schnurr; second–Bethards, 
that the meeting be 
adjourned. Motion passed 
unanimously. Meeting 
adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

–Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Schnurr, Secretary

–Approved, Wednesday, October 10, 
2007, in Rochester, New York.

Minutes of a 
Special Meeting 
of the National 
Council
Tuesday, September 4, 2007

A special meeting of the 
National Council of the 
Organ Historical Society 
was convened by telephone 
conference call on Tuesday, 
September 4, 2007, at 6:03 
p.m. Eastern Daylight Time by 
President Laurence Libin. This 
special meeting was called in 
accordance with the Society’s 
Bylaws, sections 4.13, 4.14, and 
4.17. A quorum of Council 
members was established 
by roll call of the Secretary. 
Present: Laurence Libin 
(President), Joseph McCabe 
(Vice-President); Stephen 
Schnurr (Secretary), Carol 
Britt (Councilor for Archives), 
Scot Huntington (Councilor 
for Conventions, arrived 
6:08 p.m.), Will Headlee 
(Councilor for Education), 
Randall Wagner (Councilor 
for Finance and Development), 
Jack Bethards (Councilor for 
Organizational Concerns), 
Allen Kinzey (Councilor for 
Research and Publications), 
Daniel Colburn (Executive 
Director), and James Stark 
(Treasurer).

The following items were 
transacted during the 
telephone conference meeting:

Van Pelt Fund: the 
Councilor for Organizational 
Concerns reported that he 
has sent a memorandum 
to the Fund Committee 
asking them to forward to 
the Council items regarding 
their continued organization 
and operating procedures, 
requesting a report for the 
October meeting of the 
Council.

Moved: Wagner; second–
Bethards, that the National 

Council assignments of Scot 
Huntington and Allen Kinzey 
be exchanged, making Mr. 
Huntington Councilor for 
Research and Publications 
with term expiring in 2009 and 
Mr. Kinzey Councilor for 
Conventions with term 
expiring in 2011. Vote by 
roll call: Vice-President, 
McCabe–No; Secretary, 
Schnurr–No; Councilor for 
Archives, Britt–Yes; Councilor 
for Conventions, Huntington–
Abstain; Councilor for 
Education, Headlee–No; 
Councilor for Finance and 
Development, Wagner–Yes; 
Councilor for Organizational 
Concerns, Bethards–Yes; 
Councilor for Research and 
Publications, Kinzey–Yes. 
Motion passed.

The Treasurer presented a brief 
update on the budget. The 
2007 National Convention and 
Catalogue operations are ahead 
of budgeted income. A modest 
operational loss is expected for 
the Fiscal Year 2006-2007.

The next regular meeting of 
the National Council is set to 
begin Wednesday, October 
10, in Rochester, New York, 
at 8:00 a.m. The following 
regular meeting of the Council 
was agreed to be held on 
Friday and Saturday, February 
15-16, 2008, at a location to be 
determined.

Adjournment: moved–
Wagner; second–Britt, that the 
meeting be adjourned. Motion 
passed unanimously. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:51 p.m.

–Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Schnurr, Secretary

–Approved, Wednesday, October 10, 
2007, in Rochester, New York.
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Jane Errera, MA, ChM
Saint Anne’s Catholic Church 

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN...

 THE REED ORGAN SOCIETY
   
              “THE OTHER ORGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY”

                                   DID YOU KNOW?

   ! MANY FAMOUS ORGANISTS REGULARLY PRACTICED ON REED ORGANS

       EDWIN H. LEMARE,  ALFRED HOLLINS , AND LOUIS VIERNE  (TO NAME A FEW)

   ! MANY FAMOUS COMPOSERS WROTE FOR REED ORGANS: ANTONÍN DVOÁK,

       ARTHUR BIRD,  ROSSINI AND ALEXANDRE GUILMANT (TO NAME A FEW)

WE ARE DEVOTED TO THE PRESERVATION AND USE OF ALL KINDS OF REED ORGANS,

HARMONIUMS, MELODEONS, VOCALIONS AND THEIR RELATED EPHEMERA

VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.REEDSOC.ORG, READ TYPICAL ARTICLES FROM OUR 

QUARTERLY, AND JOIN US IN OUR ENDEAVORS. WE WELCOME ALL NEW MEMBERS!

AD COPY OHS CORR 52:1



Organs of Italy
Organs from 3 centuries and their keyboard relatives. 

September 30–October 9,  2008 

a n  o h s  o r g a n  t o u r

The OHS is starting at the top…
in the northern regions of Italy, that is, 
with a tour for lovers of the pipe organ 
and its music, for aficionados of Italian 
art and culture, and for adventurers in 
meaningful relationships.

Participants will have the opportunity to 
play many of the instruments, following 
demonstrations on each. Organ builders will find 
time for their special interests, including a visit to 
an organ building shop. 

A unique feature of this OHS tour will be 
four final days as guests at the Villa Medici 
Giulini in Briosco, just outside Milan, with its 
splendid collection of keyboard instruments, 
including three organs and several harpsichords 
and fortepianos. We will hear the instruments 
featured in concerts following our day trips 
to Como, Milan, Bergamo and Brescia, and 
environs. 

Travel by luxury coach of course, first class 
accommodations in Venice and Bologna, several 
meals together, plus time on your own to explore 
this beautiful, historic part of Italy. 

OHS tour director is Margaret Irwin-Brandon. 
Travel management is by Accolades International 
Tours for the Arts.

to reserve your place on this unique tour 
now, or to request additional information, 
use the return postcard inserted with this 
issue of the tracker or contact us by e-mail at: 

ohstours@organsociety.org 

Venice
Bologna
Cremona
Milan
Como

Each a thriving culture with its own 
distinguishing features, each with its 
own history and æsthetic, each with 
its own mystery. Our explorations will 
take us to cathedrals, basilicas and 
parishes, to palazzos and museums 
and to hidden gardens, to discover 
the relationships among the organs, 
harpsichords, and fortepianos, and 
with the great violin families still living 
here, at the top. 

Highlights 

	ɶɶ Venice: Three days including visits to 
organs curated by the World Monuments 
Fund, plus time for sightseeing and a 
special city tour.

	ɶɶ Bologna: Two days of visits to 
restored organs, including the famed 
Basilica of San Petronio, with its two 
ancient Renaissance instruments. 

	ɶɶ Cremona: Festival concert and 
exhibition in the city that’s home to the 
Stradivari family of instrument makers.

	ɶɶ AND a special tour 
of the extensive keyboard instrument 
collection of Maestro Luigi Ferdinando 
Tagliavini, only recently opened to 
the public.



PLANNING & PROJECT MANAGEMENT
VOICING & TONAL FINISHING

PIPE ORGAN 
CURATORS,
CONSERVATORS 
& CONSULTANTS

JEFF WEILER RESTORATION

(312) 842-7475 ~ jlweiler@aol.com ~ jlweilerpipeorgans.com 
1845 South Michigan Avenue  #1905, Chicago, Illinois 60616

Organ Curator to the Chicago Symphony Orchestra

RECENTLY COMPLETED
Skinner Organ Company, Opus 528, 
four-manuals, 44-ranks (1925) 
First United Methodist Church, Oak Park, IL
IN COLLABORATION WITH SPENCER ORGAN CO., INC.

IN PROGRESS
Skinner Organ Company, Opus 208, 
three-manuals, 25-ranks (1914) 
The Music Institute of Chicago, Evanston, IL

R e c i t a l s  
W o r k s h o p s  

M a s t e r  C l a s s e s 
 

J .  RI C H A R D 
SZEREMANY 

 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church 

116 S. Highland Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

 

412.441.3800 x24 
JRichard@coh.net 

 
V i e r n e — S o w e r b y — D u p r é  

David E. Wallace
A N D  C O M P A N Y ,  L . L . C .

�
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Aeolian Organ Co. organs 51:3:32
Aeolian-Skinner organs 51:2:6, 14; 

51:4:10f
Opus 935 of 1935, Wabash Coll., 

Crawfordsville, IN 51:1:19P
Opus 993 of 1942, First Christian Ch., 

Columbus, IN 51:1:16
Opus 1035 of 1943, Meharry Hall, 

Greencastle, IN 51:1:18P
1968, Second Pres. Ch., Indianapolis, 

IN 51:1:8P
Agricola, Johann Friedrich 51:3:3
Ambrosino, Jonathan 51:2:27
Anderson, Lamont 51:4:11P, 14
Announcements
New Dimensions in Organ 

Documentation 51:2:9
The Organ in England (Pardee) 51:1:45
Antes, John 51:3:15
Articles
The Acquisition of the Rodgers-Stout 

Skinner Collection 51:2:6P
Brief History of the Organs 

(Marchesano) 51:3:20PS
Central Indiana Convention: A 

Hoosier Holiday (Roberts) 51:1:7
Convention Preamble (Crowell) 

51:1:6
A Familiar Voice (Crowell) 51:3:3
New Traditions (Colburn) 51:1:4
Nineteenth-Century Organ Tutors 

(Ochse) 51:4:18P
OHS Receives Largest Single Gift 

51:1:5
OHS Welcomes New Executive 

Director (Friesen) 51:1:3P
Our Affection for the Past (Dzeda) 

51:2:3P
The Personalia of John Clemm 

(Libin) 51:3:8
Positive and Swell to Great (Libin) 

51:4:3
The Restoration of E.M. Skinner 

Opus 732 (Dzeda & Thompson-
Allen) 51:2:12PS

Tabernacle Renewed (Wallmann) 
51:4:10P

A Spanish Organ for the New World 
(Pepe) 51:1:22

Austin, Mark 51:2:7
Austin Organ Co. organs
Opus 939, Cath. Basilica of SS. Peter 

and Paul, Philadelphia, PA 
51:3:23fP

Authors, articles
Ambrosino, Jonathan 51:2:6f
Colburn, Daniel N. 51:1:4; 51:2:5fP

Crowell, Gregory 51:1:6f; 51:2:27; 
51:3:3fP

Dzeda, Joseph F. 51:2:3P, 12f
Friesen, Michael 51:1:3f
Libin, Laurence 51:3:8f; 51:4:3fP
Marchesano, Paul 51:3:20f
Ochse, Orpha 51:2:25; 51:4:18f
Pardee, Katherine 51:1:45
Pepe, Edward 51:1:22f
Roberts, Joe 51:1:7f
Shuster Fournier, Carolyn 51:2:24; 

51:3:32
Smith, Rollin 51:2:25
Thompson-Allen, Nicholas 51:2:12f
Van Pelt, William T. 51:4:23
Wallmann, James L. 51:4:10f
Ayers, Lowell 51:2:25
Aylesworth, William 51:1:18
Bach, Johann Sebastian 51:3:3; 

51:3:12
Bach, Wilhelm Friedemann 

51:3:12
Balduf, MaryAnn Crugher 51:1:9
Ballantyne, Ryan 51:4:11P
Barckhoff, Carl organs
1883, St. James’ Lutheran Ch., 

Logansport, IN 51:1:1P, 3P, 7, 12P
Barden, Nelson 51:2:6
Barton organs 51:1:7
Warren Center, Indianapolis, IN 

51:1:14, 15P
Beauvarlet-Charpentier, Jacques-

Marie 51:4:18
Bell, Ian 51:2:6
Bell, John A. 51:1:10, 17
Bethards, Jack 51:2:25; 51:4:11P, 

12f, 14
Brunner, Raymond 51:3:8
Buzard Pipe Organ Builders 

51:1:12
Cadaux, Justin 51:4:18
Calls for Papers
AGO 51:4:5
AMIS 51:4:5
BIOS 51:4:5
Casavant Frères, Limiteé 51:1:19; 

51:2:6
Casavant, J.C. 51:3:32
Casparini, Eugenio 51:3:3
Cavaillé-Coll, Aristide 51:2:3; 

51:3:32
Choron, Alexandre-Etienne 

51:4:18
Christiansen, Clay 51:4:12, 13
Clarke, William Horatio 51:1:10
1876, Roberts Park UMC, 

Indianapolis, IN 51:1:10

Clément, Félix 51:4:18f
Clemm, John G. organs see 

Klemm, Johann Gottlob
Clicquot, François-Henri 51:2:3
Colburn, Daniel N. 51:1:3P
Connecticut
New Haven, Yale Coll. 51:2:4
Cook, James 51:4:23
Corrections 51:3:40
Courboin, Charles 51:3:25
Cowan, Kenneth 51:1:19; 51:2:25; 

51:4:13, 15, 16
Crowell, Gregory 51:1:11; 51:3:3P
Crozier, Catharine 51:1:8
Davidsson, Hans 51:2:9
De Sesma, Jorge organs
1695, Mexico City Cath., 51:1:22fPS
De Sesma, José 51:1:22
Dieffenbach, Christian 51:3:4P
Dzeda, Jospeh 51:2:25; 51:4:13f, 15
Edwards, Carla 51:1:18
Elliott, Richard 51:4:14
Ellis, Martin 51:1:17
Elmore, Robert 51:2:25
England, George 51:3:5
Erben, Henry organs 
St. Patrick’s Cath. Ch., Lagro, IN 

51:1:11P
Felgemaker, A.B. Co. organs
Opus 878 of 1905, Bethel Afr. Meth. 

Epis., Indianapolis, IN 51:1:9P
Opus 908 of 1906, Trinity Pres. Ch, 

Rushville, IN 51:1:13P
Fesmire, Barbara 51:2:25
Fessy, Alexandre-Charles 51:4:19
Fétis, François-Joseph 51:4:19
Feyring, Philip 51:3:6
Flentrop Orgelbouw organs 

51:1:22f
Fox, Virgil 51:1:19
Friederici, Christian Gottfried 

51:3:4
Friederici, Christian Gottlob 

51:3:4
Friederici, Johann Gottlob 51:3:4
Germany
Milbitz, 51:3:6
Gibson & Co., C.W. organs
Cath. Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul, 

Philadelphia, PA 51:3:29fP
Gifford, Mary 51:1:12; 51:2:24
Glatter-Götz, Caspar von 51:2:25
Glatter-Götz Orgelbau 51:2:25
Goode, David 51:2:25
Goodliffe, Bonnie 51:4:15
Goodwin, Steuart 51:4:11P

Goulding & Wood, Organbuilders 
organs 51:1:10, 16

1999, St. Luke’s UMC, Indianapolis, 
IN 51:1:12P

Gouwens, John 51:1:12
Green, Samuel 51:3:5
Greer, David 51:4:11, 14
Guilmant, Alexandre 51:3:32
Harrison, G. Donald 51:1:19; 

51:2:6f, 14, 15; 51:4:12, 13, 14, 16
Hazleton, Thomas 51:2:7
Headlee, Will 51:2:24
Henskens, Jean-Emmanuel 51:4:19
Herman, Mark 51:1:14
Hesterman, William S. 51:4:11P, 14
Hildebrandt, Zacharias 51:3:4
Holloway, Clyde 51:1:8
Holloway, E.H. Corp organs 

51:1:13
1965, North UMC, Indianapolis, IN 

51:1:10
1966, St. Paul’s Epis., Richmond, IN 

51:1:14
Hook, E. & G.G. organs 51:1:18
Opus 233 of 1858, St. Pauls Epis., 

Richmond, IN 51:1:14
Opus 322 of 1862, Jesuit Urban 

Center, Boston, MA 51:3:7P; 
51:4:4

Hook & Hastings Co. organs 
51:1:13

Opus 1671 of 1895, Acton UMC, 
Indianapolis, IN 51:1:13P

Opus 2096 of 1906, Reid Mem. Pres., 
Richmond, IN 51:1:14

Holtkamp organs 51:1:7
Opus 1919 of 1987, Christian Theol. 

Seminary, Indianapolis, IN 
51:1:9P

Houghton, Richard S. 51:2:16
Huntington, Scot L. 51:2:25
Hutchings, George 51:2:3
Index (The Tracker vol. 50) 51:1:32f
Indiana
Bloomington, St. Mark’s UMC 

51:1:17
Brownsburg, Calvary UMC 51:1:18
Columbus, First Christian Ch. 51:1:16
Crawfordsville, Wabash Coll. 51:1:19P
East Germantown, Zion Luth. Ch. 

51:1:13
Frankfort, First Pres. Ch. 51:1:12P
Franklin, First Pres. 51:1:16P
Greencastle, De Pauw Univ. Meharry 

Hall 51:1:18P
Greencastle, St. Andrew’s Epis. Ch. 

51:1:18
Indianapolis, Acton UMC 51:1:13P
Indianapolis, Bethel Afr. Meth. Epis. 

51:1:9P
Indianapolis, Broadway UMC 51:1:8
Indianapolis, Christian Theol. 

Seminary 51:1:9P
Indianapolis, North UMC 51:1L10P
Indianapolis, Old Centrum 51:1:10
Indianapolis, Roberts Park UMC 

51:1:10
Indianapolis, Sacred Heart Cath. Ch. 

51:1:5P, 17

Index to The Tracker, Volume 51 (2007)
This is an index of organists, organbuilders, organ historians, and organs. Only organs that are discussed in some 
detail have been included. Entries are cited by volume:number:page. “P” indicates photographs or other illustrations, 
“S” indicates stoplists. Churches, institutions, and residences appear under the state or province and city of their 
locations. Organs outside of North America appear under the country and city of their locations. Organs are listed 
under the names of their builders. The names of authors of articles appear under “Authors, articles.” Titles of articles 
are given under the entry “Articles.”
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Indianapolis, St. Joan of Arc Cath. Ch. 
51:1:16P

Indianapolis, St. Luke’s UMC 51:1:12P
Indianapolis, Scottish Rite Cath. 

51:1:17P
Indianapolis, Second Presbyterian 

Church 51:1:8
Indianapolis, Warren Center 51:1:14, 15P
Indianapolis, Zion Evangelical 51:1:19P
Lagro, St. Patrick’s Cath. 51:1:11P
Logansport, St. James’ Luth. 51:1:12P
Peru, St. Charles Borromeo Cath. Ch. 

51:1:11P
Plainfield, Western Yearly 

Meetinghouse 51:1:18P
Richmond, Reid Mem. Pres. 51:1:14P
Richmond, St. Paul’s Epis. 51:1:14
Rushville, Trinity Pres. Ch. 51:1:13P
Johnson, David N. 51:2:24
Keiser, Marilyn 51:1:9
Kilgen, Geo. & Son organs 51:3:25; 

51:4:23
Opus 4367 of 1929, St. Joan of Arc, 

Indianapolis, IN 51:1:16P
Kim, Yun Kyong 51:1:13
Kimball, W.W. Co. organs 51:4:16
1931, North UMC, Indianapolis, IN 

51:1:10P
1933, Zion Evangelical, Indianapolis, 

IN 51:1:19P
Kinzey, Allen 51:2:6
Kirner, Karen 51:1:11
Klemm, Johann Gottlob 51:3:4f; 

51:3:8f
1739, Trinity Church, New York, NY 

51:3:5S, 14
Koriath, Kirby 51:1:18
Koriath, Kristi 51:1:18
Lamb, David K. 51:1:14
Lancashire-Marshall organs 51:1:7
1901, First Pres. Ch., Frankfort, IN 

51:1:12P
Lasceux, Guillaume 51:4:19f
Laufman, Alan 51:4:23
Lawn, Sandy 51:4:23
Lemmens, Jacques-Nicolas 51:4:20
Létourneau organs, see Orgues 

Létourneau, Limitée
Lewis, Huw 51:2:16, 17, 27
Libin, Laurence 51:2:9
Longhurst, John 51:4:12
Loret, Clément 51:4:20
Mander, N.P. 51:2:6
Mangel, L. Curt III 51:2:25
Manning, Charles 51:1:10
Margetts, Linda 51:4:15, 16
Marks, Christopher 51:2:24
Martini, Jean-Paul-Egide see 

Schwarzendorf, Johann Paul Agid
Marty, Adolphe 51:4:20
Massachusetts
Boston, Jesuit Urban Center 51:3:7P
Mexico
Mexico City, Cath. 51:1:22fPS
McKinley, Dan 51:1:16
Michigan
Holland, Hope Coll. 51:2:4, 12fPS, 27
Miné, Jacques-Claude-Adolphe 

51:4:21

Mohnson, Rosalind 51:1:16
Möller, M.P. organs 51:2:6
1896, Zion Luth., East Germantown, 

IN 51:1:13
Opus 4232 of 1925, Atonement Luth., 

Wyomissing, PA 51:3:29f
Moyer, Karl E. 51:1:13
Murray, Michael 51:1:19
Murray, Thomas 51:1:12; 51:2:25
Mutin, Charles 51:3:32
Nassarre, Pablo organs
1735, Mexico City Cath. 51:1:22fP
Nelson, George 51:4:23
New York
New York, Trinity Church 51:3:5S, 14
Nichols, Thomas 51:1:17
Niedermeyer, Louis 51:4:21
Nisard, Théodor see Normand, 

Abbé Théodule-Eléazar-Xavier
Normand, Abbé Théodule-

Eléazar-Xavier 51:4:21
Obituaries
Bitgood 51:3:31P
Buehler 51:1:46
Morningstar 51:1:46
Pinkham 51:1:4
Roan 51:1:46f
Schantz 51:2:30
Schmitt 51:4:23P
Wechsler 51:1:47
Williams 51:3:31
OHS Annual Meeting Minutes 

51:4:26
OHS Archives Governing Board 

Minutes 51:2:28f; 51:3:36
OHS Donors and Gifts 51:1:4; 

51:2:4; 51:3:6; 51:4:6
OHS National Council Minutes 

51:1:42f; 51:3:34, 35; 51:4:24
OHS Press Update 51:1:38P; 

51:2:27; 51:3:40; 51:4:32
Orgues Létourneau, Limitée 

organs
1997, North UMC, Indianapolis, IN 

51:1:10
d’Ortigue, Joseph 51:4:21
Owen, Barbara 51:3:5, 8, 16; 51:4:23
Pardee, Katharine 51:2:24
Patterson, Louis 51:4:11P
Pels & van Leeuwen organs
1970, Hope Coll., Holland, MI 51:1:12
Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Cath. Basilica of SS. 

Peter and Paul 51:3:20fP
Philadelphia, St. Michael’s 51:3:6
Wyomissing, Atonement Luth. 

51:3:29f
Pfeffer organs 51:4:23
Pilcher, Henry (Henry Pilcher’s 

Sons) organs 51:4:23
Opus 1846 of 1937, Reid Mem. Pres., 

Richmond, IN 51:1:14P
Pinel, Stephen 51:2:6
Poll, Robert 51:4:11P, 14
Poister, Arthur 51:2:24
Prante & Sons, August organs
1899, Plainfield, Western Yearly 

Meetinhouse 51:1:18P
Rathke, Michael 51:1:17

Regestein, Lois 51:4:23
Reuter Organ Co. organs
1973, Roberts Park UMC, 

Indianapolis, IN 51:1:10
Reviews, Books
A Forest of Pipes 51:2:25
An Intro. to the Organ Music of Louis 

Vierne 51:3:32
The Organ in France 51:3:32
Reviews, CD
Catholic Heritage 51:2:24
50 Years of the Crouse Holtkamp 

51:2:24
Reviews, DVD
The Senator’s Masterpiece 51:2:25
Reynolds, Thad 51:1:10
Reynolds Associates, Inc. organs 

51:1:19
2001, Broadway UMC, Indianapolis, 

IN 51:1:8P
Rheinberger, Joseph 51:3:32
Rhoads Robert 51:4:11P
Rhodes, Cherry 51:2:25
Rocky Mountain Organ Co. 

51:4:11
Rodgers Instrument Corp. 51:2:7
Rosales, Manuel 51:2:25; 51:4:11P
Rosales Organ Builders 51:2:25
Ruggles, Charles organs
1994, Calvary UMC, Brownsburg, IN 

51:1:18
Sanborn, Thomas organs
1883, St. Mark’s UMC, Bloomington, 

IN 51:1:17
Sanborn, Thomas Prentice & Son 

organs
1892, Old Centrum, Indianapolis, IN 

51:1:10
Sanz, Félix 51:1:22
Sanz, Tiburcio 51:1:22f
Schanz Organ Co. Organs 51:1:8
Schilling, Robert A. 51:1:13
Schmahl organs 
St. Michaels, Philadelphia, PA 51:3:6
Schmitt, Georges 51:4:21
Schnurr, Stephen 51:1:19
Schnutte, Donald 51:4:23
Schoenstein & Co. organs
Conference Center, Salt Lake City, 

UT 51:4:10fP
Schroeder, Chris 51:1:8
Schuelke, William organs 51:4:23
1899, Sacred Heart Ch., Indianapolis, 

IN 51:1:17
Schulze, Johann Elias organs
1739, Milbitz, Germany 51:3:6
Schwarzendorf, Johann Paul Agid 

51:4:20
Scribner, David 51:4:23
Sears, David 51:4:23
Sears, Permelia 51:4:23
Seeburg-Smith Co. organs 51:1:10
Silbermann, Gottfried 51:3:3f, 

5fS, 12
Simon, Prosper-Charles 51:4:21
Skinner, Ernest M. 51:2:1P,3P,6f, 7P, 

27; 51:4:14f
Skinner Organ Co. organs

1915, Roberts Park UMC, 
Indianapolis, IN 51:1:10

Opus 732 of 1928, Dimnent Chapel, 
Hope Coll., Holland, MI 51:2:4, 
12fPS, 27

Opus 696 of 1929, Scottish Rite 
Cath., Indianapolis, IN 51:1:17P

Smith, Bernard 51:2:4; 51:3:6
Smith, Philip 51:2:25
Snetzler, John organs
1742, Yale Coll., New Haven, CT 

51:2:4
Specken, Philip Jacob 51:3:4
Standbridge, John C.B. organs
1868, Cath. Basilica of SS. Peter and 

Paul, Philadelphia, PA 51:3:21, 
22P

Steere, J.W. & Son organs
1912, First Pres, Franklin, IN 51:1:16P
Stevens, Bruce 51:1:14
Stevens & Jewett organs 51:1:18
Stout, Edward Millington III 

51:2:7
Sutherland, Donald 51:2:24
Tannenberg, David organs 51:2:9; 

51:3:9, 14, 15, 16
Tellers Organ Co. organs
1954, Chapel of Our Lady, Cath. 

Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul, 
Philadelphia, PA 51:3:27f

Thompson, Keith 51:2:25
Thompson, Van Denman 51:1:18
Thompson-Allen, Aubrey 51:2:4; 

51:4:13
Thompson-Allen, Nicholas 

51:2:12f, 27
Traser, Donald 51:4:23
Unsworth, Andrew 51:3:40
Utah
Salt Lake City, Conf. Center 51:4:10fP
Salt Lake, Tabernacle 51:4:1P, 10fP
Valentin, Patrice 51:4:21
Van Dinter, Louis H. organs
1893, St. Charles Borromeo Cath. Ch., 

Peru, IN 51:1:11P
Van Pelt, William T. 51:1:3
Vierne, Louis 51:3:32
Wachs, Paul 51:4:21
Wagner, Joachim 51:3:4
Wagner, Johann Gottlob 51:3:4
Wagner, Randall 51:4:23
Weir, Gillian 51:4:15f
Welch, James 51:2:25
White, Ernest 51:1:14
Wicks Organ Co. organs 51:1:17
Opus 3808 of 1958, Reid Mem. Pres., 

Richmond, IN 51:1:14P
Widor, Charles-Marie 51:3:32
Williams, Carol 51:1:10
Willis & Sons, Henry 51:2:4, 14
Wolff, Christoph 51:2:27
Wood, Thomas 51:1:16
Wright, George 51:2:25
Young, Christopher 51:1:17
Zamberlan & Co., J. organs
Opus 1 of 2002, St. Andrew’s Epis. 

Ch., Greencastle, IN 51:1:18
Zepf, Markus 51:2:27
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publications  new ohs press releases 

music and its questions:
Essays in honor of peter williams
E d ite   d  b y  T homas      Do  n ah  u e
For over four decades Peter Williams has been an influential and stim-
ulating figure in the study of early keyboard instruments and their 
music. Such publications as The European Organ (1966), The Organ 
Yearbook (since 1969), and The Organ Music of J.S. Bach (1984) 
marked him as an indispensable voice in organ scholarship. This col-
lection of essays pays tribute to Prof. Williams’s contributions with im-
portant, fascinating articles by many of the world’s top scholars includ-
ing Gregory Butler, Lynn Edwards Butler, Thomas Donahue, Dominic 
Gwynn, David Ledbetter, Kimberly Marshall, Raymond Monelle, Mary 
Oleskiewicz, Ibo Ortgies, Barbara Owen, Larry Palmer, Edward Pepe, 
David Schulenberg, Alexander Silbiger, Richard Troeger, and David 
Yearsley. Topics covered range from the music of J.S. Bach and his 
sons, to early keyboard temperaments, the earliest unfretted clavi-
chords, and women at the organ. $59.99

the ohs book of 
organ poems
C ompile      d  a n d  e d ite   d  b y  R olli    n  S mith  
Over seventy-five poems inspired by the organ have been assembled 
by Rollin Smith into this beautiful volume. Highlights include “The 
Organist in Heaven” by T.E. Brown, “Abt Vogler” by Robert Brown-
ing, “But Let My Due Feet Never Fail” by John Milton, “The Organ 
Blower” by Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., and so many more. An excel-
lent gift for yourself and your friends. $15.99

Both volumes are available
through the OHS catalog at
www.ohscatalog.org

MUSIC AND ITS QUESTIONS
Essays in Honor of Peter Williams
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Little Miss Muffet

Little Miss Muffet who sat on a tuffet,
 Eating her curds and whey,
Said it wasn’t a spider that sitting beside her
 Caused her to quick run away!
“An Estey,” said she “was calling to me
 And then not a second I’d stay—
To the parlor I ran when sister began
 On the Estey her music to play!”

Estey Organ Co. manufa�ured trade cards made as stand-up paper dolls. 
On the reverse of each was an Esteyized nursery rhyme.

THE OHS BOOK OF
ORGAN POEMS
A Colle�ion of Verse inspired by the Organ, its Players, and its Makers

C O M P I L E D  A N D  E D I T E D  B Y  R O L L I N  S M I T H



Hear 25 distinctive 
instruments by 
distinguished organ 
builders built between
1871 and the present

1871 to 1960
Aeolian-Skinner
Casavant Frères
Cole & Woodberry
E. & G.G. Hook & Hastings
George Kilgen & Sons 
Henry Erben
Hinners Organ Co.
Hutchings-Votey
Jesse Woodberry
Reuter Organ Co.
Wurlitzer

1960 TO PRESENT
Bond Organ Builders
C.B. Fisk
D.A. Flentrop
Fritts-Richards
Gebrüder Späth
John Brombaugh & Associates
Kenneth Coulter
Metzler & Söhne
Pasi Organ Builders
Paul Fritts & Company
Rosales Organ Builders
Schlicker Organ Co.

Above:
watjen concert organ in BENAROYA HALL
     C.B. FISK — photo by seph parshall

BELOW:
ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH,  
     E. & G.G. HOOK & HASTINGS
          Photo by Alan l. bauer

Discover the fascinating organ heritage of the Pacific Northwest with your OHS colleagues 
from around the world.

Enjoy a week of comfortable, moderate summer temperatures in scenic western 
Washington, including a midweek dinner cruise on the beautiful waters of Puget Sound.

Dates: July 14-18, 2008, with optional pre-convention Compline Service at St. Mark’s 
Cathedral, Seattle, on Sunday evening, July 13, 9:30-10:00 pm. Book travel between 
Sunday, July 13 and Saturday, July 19.

Hotel: Holiday Inn Sea-Tac Airport, located directly across from the airport, midway 
between Seattle and Tacoma. Courtesy van to and from the airport. Great Rate: $82 single/
double, $92 triple (+ taxes), including breakfast!

To reserve online, use the “accomodations” link on the convention website: •	
www.organsociety.org/2008

To reserve by phone, call 1-800-287-0037 and ask for the special rate for the Organ •	
Historical Society (group code - OH1) at the SEATTLE-SEATAC INTL AIRPORT  Holiday Inn.

You may also reserve by Fax: 206-242-7089 or email: reservations@hi-seatac.com.•	
The direct phone number for the hotel is 206-248-1000. •	
Convention rates available for July 8-July 22. Reservation cut-off July 2, 2008, 6:00 p.m, •	

Pacific Time.

For convention details and registration, as they are available, visit
www.organsociety.org/2008

OHS SEATTLE 2008  July 14-18
A  y o u n g  y e t  v i b r a n t  h i s t o r y
Seattle | Tacoma | Olympia  WASHINGTON STATE

ORGAN   HI S TORICAL      S OCIETY  
53Rd Annual NATIONAL CONVENTION

The Organ Historical Society
Post Office Box 26811, Richmond, Virginia 23261

804-353-9226  •  fax: 804-353-9266



T H E  O R G A N  C L E A R I N G  H O U S E

Before(left): First Baptist Church, Harwich, MA

After(below): St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Valparaiso, IN 

Restored by: S. L. Huntington & Co., Stonington, CT 

Dismantled and Installed with assistance from The Organ Clearing House.

John Bishop
Executive Director

Amory Atkin
President

Joshua Wood
Vice President

The Organ Clearing House  •  PO Box 290786  •  Charlestown, MA 02129
Ph: 617.241.8550  •  www.organclearinghouse.com

H O O K  &  H A S T I N G S  O R G A N  # 1 4 1 8 , B U I L T  I N  1 8 8 9

6068_OCH_DaPonteAd_lrg.qx  5/24/07  9:43 AM  Page 1



Dedicated to Expanding
the Tonal Color

and Dynamic Range
of the Pipe Organ

3101 Twentieth Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

(415) MIssion 7–5132

�

“The Schoenstein organ in the University 

of St. Thomas Chapel of St. Basil speaks 

with a language which is so fluid and 

elegant; I’ve never heard a single sound 

I didn’t love.”

Thomas J. Crow, Chair

Music Department

University of St. Thomas

Houston, Texas

John Milton

         here let 

the pealing organ blow,

to the full-voiced 

quire below,

In service high, 

and anthems clear

As may, with sweetness, 

through mine ear,

Dissolve me into ecstasies,

And bring all Heaven 

before mine eyes.
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plays the  
Anderson Organ

Brick Presbyterian Church  
in the City of New York
Casavant Frères Op. 3837

Stephen  
Tharp

      plays theCavaillé-Coll
     atSaint-Ouen    in
Rouen, France

   Daniel  Roth

Plays on all SACD and CD players

Vincent
      Dubois

         plays the  

Cavaillé-Coll  
               at 
Saint-Sulpice, Paris


