






















For the Coronation of George Nat Westminster Abbey in 1821, Corrie removed 
the 1730 Christopher Schrider organ, erected two new ones built in the shop 
of Thomas Elliot for whom Corrie was foreman for the Coronation project, then 
re-erected the Schrider organ in its original location. 

Now thirty-eight years later, and one hundred and seventy-five 
years after Corrie arrived in Boston, a more complete story can be 
told. Enough new information has surfaced to rewrite his biography, 
to describe and list many of his instruments, and to place him and 
his family in some sort of historical and musical context. Finally, a 
more complete chronology of the Corries adds one additional piece 
to the puzzle of early nineteenth-century American organbuilding. 

Henry Corrie in England 
According to McCracken, Henry Corrie 

(often spelled "Corri" before 1830) was born in 
London on 24 April 1786.11 While nothing is 
known of his parentage or early family life, 
there was at least one other instrument-making 
Corri active in late eighteenth-century London: 
a "Mr. Corri" who made piano-fortes.12 If there 
was a connection between Henry Corrie and 
the piano maker, it has thus far been impossible 
to determine. 

During the late eighteenth century, London 
was the largest and most cosmopolitan city in 
Europe. There were churches in almost every 
block, and Henry would have had countless 
opportunities to see and hear fine organs built 
by a number of distinguished makers. What we 
know of his formal training comes to us from 
his own words: he sezved his apprenticeship 
with George Pike England (1765?-1815) for 
three years at the same time as W. A. A. Nicholls 
(fl. 1817-1823).13 

G. P. England was a respected and prolific 
London organbuilder. He was a third genera­
tion member of an instrument-making family 
that began building organs as early as 1759, 

12 

when his grandfather, George England ( d. 1773?), erected an organ 
at Dulwich College, London. According to Guy Oldham, G. P. 
England's work continued the Harris and Bridge tradition, 14 sug­
gesting that Corrie came from a long line of celebrated organ­
builders. England died in 1815 - not 1816, as many modern 
sources indicate15 

- and his premature death scattered his 
workforce. Nicholls, who had been his foreman, joined forces with 
England's widow Ann, and they continued the business.16 Corrie 
ventured out on his own. 

It is difficult to determine the exact dates of Corrie's association 
with G. P. England. Had the "three years" of apprenticeship been 
sezved between 1812 and 1815, Corrie would have been 25 to 28 
years old - too old in those days to be learning a trade. More likely, 
he served his apprenticeship as a teenager, beginning sometime 
around the turn of the nineteenth century, and continued in 
England's employ until the latter's death. 

During the seven years following England's death, Corrie was 
occupied with two quite notable projects. First, he became the 
official tuner of the 1804 Elliot organ in the Hanover Square 
Rooms.17 This London concert hall was the city's most desirable 
performing space. It had been erected in 1774 under the direction 
of Giovanni Andrea Gallini, Johann Christian Bach (1735-1782), 
and Carl Friedrich Abel (1727-1787). Every famous singer and 
instrumentalist of the period appeared there, but it was the 
premiere of Joseph Haydn's Twelve London Symphonies in 1792 and 
1794 which makes the hall significant even today.18 According to 
Pearce, the organ was a small, two-manual instrument with pedals, 
although the pedal keyboard may have been a later addition since 
most English organs did not yet have pedals.19 

Corrie's second London assignment involved repositioning the 
organs for no less an event than the coronation of King George IY. 
The organ in Westminster Abbey had been built by Christopher 
Schrider (d. 1751) between 1727 and 1730 and was used for the 
coronation of George 11.20 By 1821, when the Prince Regent was 
about to become King of England, the century-old instrument must 
have seemed a bit archaic by the standards of the day. When plans 
for the coronation were formalized, the 1730 Schrider organ was 
removed in favor of two new ones erected for the occasion. 
Entrusted with the commission, Thomas Elliot (l 759?-1832) 
engaged Corrie to sezve as foreman of the project. Thus, Corrie took 
down the Schrider organ, erected two new ones assembled from 
parts in the Elliot shop, and then re-erected the Schrider organ in 
its original place following the coronation.21 This must have oc­
cupied Corrie for the better part of 1821, for Christopher Hibbert 
notes that the preparations in the Abbey took months.22 

Hanover Square Rooms, London, and 1804 Thomas Elliot organ 












































