











































































































demonstrated by Stephen Long.
Following the recital, this group
will board buses for the return trip
to headquarters.

For those who want a break
from organs and organ recitals, the
third option is the seacoast.resort
village of Watch Hill, Rhode Island,
a short distance from Stonington
and Mystic, Connecticut. This
charming village contains many in-
teresting small shops and is the
home of the oldest operating
carousel in New England. The
Olympic Tea Room is locally
famous for its fine food, and the St.
Clair Annex has been making its
own ice cream in the same location
for fifty years. On the corner, an
old-fashioned popcorn machine
makes popcorn that tastes the way
popcorn at the movies used to taste
when it was made from all natural
ingredients. One can sit al fresco at
the Watch Hill Inn or the Ocean
House, a large frame hotel which
survived the Great 1938 Hurricane
and the accompanying 60 foot tidal
wave, and enjoy the views of Long
Island Sound or stroll down a
winding side street past several
summer “cottages,” of which there

Lisa Lewis will play the 1823 Thomas Hall at
Trinity Church in Milton on Monday.

AL e

Christa Rakich will play the 1929 Kilgen 3m at St. Justin

Roman Catholic Church in Hartford on Wednesday.

|F

Former OHS President William Aylesworth will play the 1874 Wm. A. Johnson 2m at the Congregational Church in Thompson on Saturday.
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Leo Abbott will play the 1874 Steer & Turner at St. Joseph’s in Willimantic on Thursday.

are many, to the lighthouse. The chief glory of the town, though, is
the Napatree Point Game Preserve. Once packed with resort hotels
and elegant houses, this two-mile-long sandbar was wiped clean in
the’38 hurricane. It is now a never-over-crowded, white-sand beach
and game preserve — a quintessential New England setting for a
leisurely stroll or for soaking in the sun. In case the weather doesn’t
cooperate, the Mystic Seaport Museum or shopping in Mystic will
be the rainy-day substitute. (Admission to the museum is not
included in the convention registration.)

The fourth option for those who wish a little quiet time to
themselves is to remain at the convention hotel for the afternoon.
In order for the convention committee to make the necessary
arrangements, registrants are asked to make their preferences
known on the registration form. Later changes will be accom-
modated on a first-come basis.

After dinner at the hotel, we will repair to Hartford for the
evening’s concert at St. Justin R. C. Church, a spectacular Art Deco
building with fabulous acoustics. Christa Rakich will play the 1929
. three-manual Kilgen which was designed and its voicing supervised

" by Charles Courboin, the famous organist of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
in New York. The Kilgen is- totally unaltered and is a testament to
Courboin’s ear and musicianship. The organ is bright and bold with
notable reeds aplenty. Many will be genuinely surprised by the
organ in the way that the Kimball in the Worcester Memorial
Auditorium surprised at the 1983 convention. We will arrive at St.
Justin’s before sunset, affording us an-opportunity to view the
church’s spectacular windows in all their glory.

Thursday

This day will afford us the unique opportunity to hear early,
middle, and late examples of the work of Steere & Turner, former
Johnson employees who broke away and set up their own works in
Westfield. The first, a two-manual instrument built in 1868,

38

demonstrated by Richard Hill, is in the Catholic Chapel of
St. Thomas Aquinas, on the campus of the University of
Connecticut at Storrs. Relocated here through the Organ
Clearing House and installed in Storrs by A. David Moore,
it was originally in Roundout, New York. Traveling south to
Willimantic for the second concert of the day, we will hear
Leo Abbott, organist of Holy Cross Cathedral in Boston,
demonstrate the large two-manual Steere & Turner built in
1874 for St. Joseph’s R. C. Church in Willimantic. The
instrument, in the rear gallery, makes a surprisingly bold
sound in this large building with good acoustics. After
lunch, Ray Cornils will demonstrate the 1892 two-manual
Steere in the Baptist church, a typical white clapboard New
England church.

We will then split into two groups to venture out into
the country to visit two rural churches. Rachelen Lien will
demonstrate the early (1857) one-manual Holbrook in St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Windham Center. The organ is
in the rear gallery of this quaint stone church, which even
smells right. The second organ, in the Congregational
church in Hampton, will be a one-manual, four-stop organ
built by Denison Smith in ca. 1836. This is the only organ
by this obscure early Connecticut builder known to survive.
Unplayable until recently, the organ has been lovingly
restored by Richard Hamar. Victoria Wagner, joined by
Boston soprano Nancy Armstrong, will demonstrate.

After abanquet at the hotel, we will leave for New Haven
and our second visit to the spectacular Hook at St. Mary's.
Joan Lippincott will make her first appearance as an OHS
recitalist.

Friday

The day will begin with a lecture by Barbara Owen on
organs of New Haven. Buses will then take us to Hamden
where Brian Jones, organist of Trinity Church, Boston, will
demonstrate the 1870 two-manual Wm. B. D. Simmons in
the Episcopal Church of Grace and St. Peter’s. Originally
built for a church in East Bridgewater, Massachusetts, it was
relocated here through the Organ Clearing House and
rebuilt by the Roche Organ Company.

After Hamden, we travel to the mill town of Ansonia to
Assumption R. C. Church. This architecturally impressive
church belies its location in a modest mill town. In the 1870s, the
local priest in Ansonia had a brother who was Bishop of Hartford
and who had just had
a new cathedpral built
by the famous church
architect Patrick
Keeley. Not to be out-
done, the local An-
sonia priest had to
have a building just as
wonderful for this
parish, and it was so.
The present organ is a
1930 three-manual
by Midmer-Losh,
builders of the mam-
moth Atlantic City
Convention Hall
organ. The organ has
an 85-note Choir key-
board and floating
string and reed divis-
ions. Unfortunately,
the instrument is a
victim of time and
neglect and barely functions, but John Schwandt will demonstrate
what is left with an improvisation and we will sing a hymn. Notable
also is the double-languid diapason on the Great (invented by Henry
Willis III) and the “serpent hood” Great trumpet, a type of low-pres-
sure Post-Horn whose peculiar construction was designed to project
the sound and create a brilliant array of harmonics in a way that
regular hooding or en chamade placement could not do. Heavily
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Rachelen Lien plays the 1857 Holbrook at St.
Paul’s Episcopal, Windham Center, on Thursday.
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unified from 18 ranks, the organ is a curiosity of sorts. Its
conidtion is indeed lamentable, but the parish is poor and
has no money for organ maintenance.

We will eat lunch in the church hall and then travel to
Christ Episcopal Church to hear a recital by Mark Dwyer on
the large, three-manual, electric-action Hutchings built in
1899, This organ is also much in need of restoration, but it
is a good example of the builder’s work from this period.

The second organ of the afternoon is a large two-manual
Odell built in 1868 for the Methodist Church of Derby.
Restored by Richard Hamar, this organ features an early
form of pneumatic stop-action and Odell’s patented com-
bination pistons, a very early form of combination action.
The organ has a fiery chorus, aided by a tierce in the Great
mixture, and is a good example of the famous Odell
Diapason voicing, Laraine Waters will play.

We will then travel to Westville, a suburb of New Haven,
where Margaret Irwin-Brandon will demonstrate the very
fine two-manual 1852 E. & G. G. Hook in the Methodist
Church of Westville. For those familiar with the voicing of
the pre-Civil War Hooks, this organ, which was restored in
the 1960s, will be like hearing an old friend.

Yale University will be the site for the remainder of the
day’s activities. At Marquand Chapel, we will hear the
Murray-Lohuis Duo playing music for organ and violin. The
organ, a three-manual Aeolian-Skinner built in 1931, is an
excellent example of the the early association of G. Donald
Harrison with the Skinner company and the effect he had
on their tonal design. The instrument has been immacu-
lately restored by the A. Thompson-Allen Company.

We will then walk to Woolsey Hall for the first of two
highly anticipated events. The mammoth 166-rank New-
berry Organ, described in detail elsewhere in this issue, is
certainly one of the five grandest concert organs in the
world, in a class which includes Sydney Town Hall,
Alexandre Palace, and St. George’s Hall, Liverpool. Stun-
ning in its impact, the organ represents recognizable tonal
links with all three builders who gave it form, Thomas
Murray, who as one of the Yale University organists knows
his way around the organ easily, will give us an improvised
tour of the sounds of the instrument. The Solo Orchestral
Trombone, long gone from this organ and recently dis-
covered, has been accessioned, restored, and installed in
the Solo division and will be inaugurated at this time,

After dinner in at the Yale Commons, we will go again
to Woolsey Hall for a full-length concert on the Newberry
Organ by Charles Krigbaum, who is retiring this year as
University organist and who has known the organ intimately for
many years.

Saturday

After a busy week, Saturday will proceed at a more restful pace,
but the organs will be every bit as impressive as any heard earlier
in the week. We begin the day with a bus trip to Thompson in the
northeast corner of the state, where we will hear William Ayles-
worth playing a large 2-manual Wm. A. Johnson organ of 1874,
recently and thoroughly restored by the Andover Organ Company.

Every New England OHS convention should have at least one
elegant Stevens organ. After a box lunch, we will take the short ride
to Brooklyn, Connecticut, to hear a 1-manual ca. 1850 Stevens,
played by Renea Waligora. Following the Stevens demonstration,
we will travel down 1-395 to Norwich to hear Donald Fellows play
the 2-manual 1869 Johnson in Greeneville Congregational Church.
Though a typical and modest 2-manual, the chorus is unexpectedly
bold and silvery. From Norwich, we will head to Stonington along
Route 2, passing the famous (and huge) Mashantucket Indian
Casino, the first of its kind on an Indian reservation and now the
largest casino-complex east of the Mississippi.

In Stonington, we will have our final concert of the convention.
Robert Barney will play the 1870 E. & G. G. Hook in the United
Church. This 2-manual stock model possesses a strikingly bold and
aggressive sound. The Andover Organ Company gave the instru-
ment a thorough restoration including the original facade pipe
stencilling in 1983. A beef pot-roast supper, prepared and served

Robert Barney will play the bold and beautifully voiced 1870 E. & G. G. Hook at the
Congregational Church in Stonington on Saturday.

by the men of the church will follow the recital and will bring the
convention to a close.

An early conclusion will afford those who wish to drive home or
to an evening destination easy access to Interstate 95. Those who
will be returning to the hotel will have some free time after dinner
to explore the antique shops and splendid Greek Revival architec-
ture of this picture-perfect coastal New England fishing village.

It will become immediately evident to those in attendance that
this year’s convention committee has lobbied and laboured to
provide for every comfort and convenience of our guests, thus
putting to rest the myth that hospitality is truly understood only by
those living south of the Mason-Dixon line.

Because of other activities in the Hartford area whlch will limit

accommodations, we must set a ceiling on attendance at 350 people
per day. We therefore advise that those wishing to attend should
register as early as possible and make reservations for lodging
before May 15. Those who wait until the last mmute w111 surely be
disappointed.

The 1994 Convention promxses to be spectacular Wonderful
instruments and a stellar list of performers, beautiful countryside
and quaint villages: this is just the beginning. You will also ex-
perience the full flavor of southern New England through its food,
architecture, and culture. The convention will not be exactly like
others of the past, but it will meet your highest expectations. We
have a grand party planned, and we hope you will join us for what
promises to be a great convention.
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OHS Convention June 19-25 in Connecticut

1899 Hutchings 3m electropneumatic, Christ Episcopal Church, Ansonia
will be played on Friday, June 24, by Mark Dwyer






