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COVER: St. Josaphat Basilica in Milwaukee contained an organ built in 1901 by 
William Schuelke, the elder, as mentioned in his letter to Olaf Petersson-Hammarberg 
1eproduced on page 24 in Richard Weber's su"'ey of several Milwaukee organ
builders. St. Josaphat Church now has an electronic, but several Schuelke and other 
Milwaukee-built organs will be visited during the OHS Convention July 23-38. The 
photo is from the collection of the Milwaukee Public Museum of Milwaukee County. 
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Extant Organ Cases 

F
EW REMEMBER IT TODAY, but the extant organs project as original
ly conceived over three decades ago was to include old cases in 
the inventory. Back in 1976, in The Bicentennial Tracker, I 

pointed out the continuing need for that census and list of extant 
organ cases dating from before 1900: 

... we should not lose sight of the fact that organ cases, even 
though they may now contain later instruments, speakers, or 
nothing at all, represent more than vestigial reminders of past 
glories-wailing walls of instruments long or recently departed; 
rather, they are elements of architecture and organ architecture, 
objects of visual (if not aural) esthetic content, and above all, part 
of the American Organ Building Tradition, the Society's reason 
for being. 

An old organ case may tell us a good deal. To the extent that we 
are able to make an intelligent attribution of an otherwise undocu-

GUEST EDITORIAL 

mented case by means of distinctive design characteristics and 
details, using techniques analogous to those employed by art 
scholars, we may well fill in the outlines of a builder's work; gain a 
lead on the subsequent move or moves of a certain organ, heretofore 
lost track of; or even, if we are exceptionally lucky, discover an 
extant instrument by a builder whose work had been thought to 
have disappeared. 

, Occasionally, some distinctive detail provides a crucial clue 
eventually leading to a reconstruction of an organ's provenance and 
its place in a major builder's output. By way of a relatively recent 
example, we may recall the manner in which the case carvings of 
flaming urn and garland contributed to the firm documentation of 
the organ at Trinity Church in Milton, Connecticut, as an intact 
example of Thomas Hall's early work: the only such extant, as far 
as we now know. Had it not been for the existence of the docu
mented Hall case from the same year in St. John's Lutheran Church 
in Charleston, a significant and early link in the chain of evidence 
would have been lacking. 

Recently, Council mandated the broadening of the extant organs 
list by redefining eligibility to include any and all organs built before 
1941. The historical significance, musical value and documenta
tion-worthiness of many, if not most, organs thereby to be added 
may well be debatable (although this is neither the time not the 
place to launch that debate). Clearly it is far less debatable that the 
historical study of American organs and organbuilding would be as 
well or better served if the same or a corresponding effort were 
instead to go toward the compilation-at long last, after nearly 
three and a half decades-of a systematic inventory of extant 
pre-twentieth century organ cases. 

John K, Oga.sapian 
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LETTERS 

Editor: 
Thank you for the kind words about my efforts for OHS over the 

past 30 years. It has been great fun working with so many other 
enthusiasts toward the goals of the Society. Although my organ
building work schedule required that I resign as Advertising 
Manager of The Tracker, my enthusiasm for historical work is still 
strong. I want to encourage every member to share in the fun by 
participating in some way. Roy Redman's "Every member get a new 
member" campaign is a good way to start. Purchasing the books and 
recordings available from OHS and encouraging others to buy them 
make such publications possible. Needless to say, the new hi-tech 
CD recordings with the OHS label on them are flawless gems far 
beyond anything we had hoped for when I produced the first LP of 
the Boston Convention in 1961. Anyone who hasn't heard the 
two-disc recording from the San Francisco convention has quite a 
treat in store. 

The photo in 33:3:11 at the Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul in 
Providence, RI, is of the 3-m Hilbome L. Roosevelt (1887) in the 
west gallery. It had about 50 stops. In 1915 a 24-stop chancel organ 
was installed by Austin Organ Co. and a "tracker-pull" electropneu
matic machine was built and located just inside the Roosevelt case 
where the console had been. Twin Austin consoles played both 
organs from either the chancel or the gallery. No change was made 
to the Roosevelt stoplist except that the pedal 10½' stopkey was 
labeled 32' Open Diapason on the Austin consoles and automat
ically drew the 16' Open Wood with it. The effect was so convincing 
that for years many thought there was a real 32' Open in the Pedal. 
The instrument was superb with 16' to 5-rank Mixture and Trumpet 
on the Great, full chorus to 3-rank Mixture in the Swell plus 
full-length 16-'8'-4' reeds-a genuine "cathedral" organ. 

For about forty years the maintenance that was paid for was "not 
done." The instrument sounded dull, ragged, and out of tune. 
Periodic building renovation over the first seven decades of this 
century left the pipework filled with dirt. Many small pipes were 
muted by debris. Father William Campbell of the neighboring 
diocese frantically phoned me for help to save the organ. We 
gathered a crew of eight boys, but with only 48 hours to work, only 
two-thirds of the pipework was saved. The original gallery staircases 
had been removed since the cathedral was undergoing a major 
rebuilding. The contractors ripped out all the rest of the organ 
(chests, case, frame, etc.) and junked them to make way for renovat
ing the gallery. 

Since all the original rollerboards, trackers, and stop actions 
were still intact, being pulled by the Austin "machine," the organ 
could have been easily restored just by building a new console for 
the front of the case. The new 4/120 Casavant organ was installed 
down front in the north transept, giving no reason for the Roosevelt 
to be removed. 

On a more pleasant note, the organ photo to be identified in 
33:4:12 is the 1866 E. & G. G. Hook, Opus 387, 1-m organ at the 
First Congregational Church in Rochester, Mass., near Plymouth. It 
is maintained by Roche Organ Co., who releathered the reservoir in 
the spring of 1989; it is in perfect condition and is used every 
Sunday. The specification is: 

MANUAL 56 notes (CC to g) 
16' Subbass 12 pipes 
8' St. Diap. 12 pipes 
8' Open Diapason 44 pipes 
8' Melodia 44 pipes 
8' Salicional 44 pipes 
4' Flute Octaviante 56 pipes 
II Mixture (15-19) 112 pipes 

Pedal 27 notes 
Coupler Manual to Pedal 

There is no pedal chest. The manual to pedal coupler must be 
drawn to hear the 16' notes on the pedals. Organ "players" with no 
pedal training may play the instrument like a harmonium and get 
the bass notes manually. It's perfect for a little country church. 

F. Robert Roche
Taunton, Massachusetts




























































