




The Organ Historical Society 
Box 26811, Richmond, Virginia 23261 

(804) 353-9226
Archives Collection at Westminster Choir College, 

Princeton, New Jersey 

The National Council 
Officers 

Dana Hull ................................... _ ........ President 
1407 East Stadium, Ann Arbor, Ml 48104 

Richard F. Jones ................................. Vice President 
Mechanics Hall. 321 Main St. Worcester, MA 01608 

John Panning ......................................... Secretary 
Box 101. Lake City, IA 51449 

David M. Barnett ...................................... Treasurer 
423 N. Stafford Ave,, Richmond, VA 23220 

Councillors (all terms expire 1987) 
Raymond Brunner ..................... Councillor for Conventions 

2729 Sherwood Lane, Lancaster, PA 17603 
James Hammann ........... Councillor for Finance & Development 

1645 S. M�ple, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103 
Scott Kent ................ Councillor for Organizational Concerns 

6 Ledgewood Road, Wilmington, MA 01887 
Barbara Owen .................. Councillor for Historical Concerns 

28 Jefferson Street, Newburyport, MA 01950 
Roy Redman ............................ Councillor for Education 

6812 Robinhood Ln •• Fort Worth, TX 76112 
Elizabeth Towne Schmitt ... Councillor for Research & Publications 

llOO Joyce, Rolla. MO 654.01 

OHS Staff 
William T. Van Pelt .......................... Executive Director 

ll688 Mill Rd , Glen Allen, VA 23060 18041 264-2126 
Stephen L. Pine!. ...................................... Archivist 

629 Edison Dr , East Windsor, NJ 08520 16091 448-8427 
Jerry D. Morton ........................ Production Administrator 

3206 Seminary Ave. Richmond.V A  23227 

THE TRACKER® Staff 
Susan R. Werner Friesen .................................. Editor 

2139 Hassell Rd , Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 
William Van Pelt & Jerry Morton ........... Design & Production 
F. Robert Roche ............................ Advertising Manager 

60 Park St , Taunton, MA 02780 
John Ogasapian, Alan Laufman, 
Stephen Pine!, William Van Pelt ................ Editorial Review 

Chairs of Committees 
Alan M. Laufman ....................... Convention Coordination 

P 0. Box 104, Harrisville, NH 03450 
Robert C. Newton ..................... 1987 Convention Co-Chair 

201 Tyler St , Methuen, MA 01994 
Gary R. Wright ........................ 1987 Convention Co-Chair 

Box 581, Methuen, MA 01944 
David and Permelia Sears ......................... Extant Organs 

P,O. Box 61. Dunstable, MA 01827 
Julie Stephens ................................. Biggs Fellowship 

520 West 47th St., Western Springs, IL 60558 
Alan M. Laufman, acting chair ......... . .  Development Committee 

P.O. Box 104, Harrisville, NH 03450 
Timothy E. Smith ............................... Historic Organs 

United Church of Christ. 23 Central Sq., Keene, NH 03431 
Charles Ferguson .......................... International Interests 

Box 44, E. Vassalboro, ME 04935 
Earl Miller ........................................ Reci ta! Series 

Christ Church, 25 Central St , Andover, MA 01810 
John K. Ogasapian ..................................... Research 

14 Park St , Pepperell MA 01463 
Rachelen Lien ....................................... Nominating 

1010 Nashville Ave,, New Orleans, LA 70ll5 
Michael D. Friesen ............................... Service Award 

2139 Hassell Rd , Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 

OHS members may join as many chapters as they wish. Sever:il chap­
ters publish excellent newsletters with significant scholarlv content.
Chapter and Newsletter, Editor Membership Founding Date and Annual ' Address (*Date joined OHS) Membership 
Boston Organ Club, 
1965, 1976* 
British Columbia, 
1983 

Central New York , 
1976 

Chicago Midwest , 
1980 
Eastern Iowa, 1982 

Greater New York 
City, 1969 
Greater St. Louis, 
1975 
Hilbus (Washington­
Baltimore), 1970 

Mid-Hudson (New 
York), 1978 

New Orleans, 1983 

Newsletter, E.A. 
Boadway, $5 
Vox Humana, 
Clayton Lee, $10 

The Coupler, $5 

Alan Laufman 
Box 104, Harrisville, NH 
03450 
Douglas H. Adams 4023 Cavallin Ct. 
Victoria, BC V8N 5P9 
Canada 

Culver Mowers 
2371 Slaterville Rd., Box 
130 Brooktondale, NY 
14817 

The Stop/ Diapason, Julie Stephens 
Susan R. Friesen $12 520_ W. 47th St., Western ' Springs, IL 60558 
Newsletter, Au�st Knoll
Mark Nemmers, $7.50 r�:d:.:i. IA 52255 
The Keraulophon, Alan Laufman (as 
John Ogasapian, $5 above) 
The Cypher, Eliza- John D. Phillippe 
beth Schmitt, $5 4336 DuPage Dr. 

Where the Tracker 
Action Is, Carolyn 
Fix, $4 

Bridgeton, MO 63044 

Peter Ziegler 
14300 Medw1ck Ct 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
20870 

The Whistlebox, June Marvel 
R b rt G th $5 Crown Hill Rd. O e uen er, Wappingers Falls. NY 

12590 

The Swell Shoe, Michael Christiansen
Travers C. Koerner, $5 ff�

o
�1� 1378 New Orleans, 

Pacific-Northwest, The Bellows Signal, David Ruberg 
1976 Beth Barber, $3 ��:t;i!�'tvA 981u 
Pacific-Southwest, The Cremona, Jim Stephen Baker 
1978 Lewis, $4 Kf;n�S{ �A"ino16 
South Carolina, 1979 Newsletter, Kristin Kristin Farmer 

South Texas (The 
San Antonio Pipe 
Organ Society), 1977, 
1981* 
Tannenberg (Central 
Pa.), 1976 

Virginia, 1979 

F $5 3060 Fraternity Church Rd armer, Winston-Salem, NC 27107 

The Well-Tempered W.P. Cunningham
Communique, $15 §!� lh

,;'t'.",�']0�h 78216 

The Dieffenbuch, 
John L. Speller, 
$5 

James McFarland
114 N. George St. 
Millersville, PA 17551 

to be announced 

THE TRACKER® is published four times a year by the Organ Histori­
cal Society, Inc., a non-profit, educational organization. 

Annual membership dues, (including THE TRACKER): Regular 
members, $22.00 (over age 65, full-time students, and additional mem­
ber in a household $18.00); Contributing members $35.00; Sustaining 
members $50.00; Patrons $100.00; Benefactors $250.00. Institutions 
and businesses may be non-voting subscribers at the same rates. For­
eign members and subscribers add $3 for postage outside U.S., or $8 for 
Air Mail outside North America. Back issues of THE TRACKER are 
obtainable at $3.25 each or $12.50 per volume. Send membership dues, 
inquiries, and address changes to: The Organ Historical Society, Inc., 
P.O. Box 26811, Richmond, Virginia 23261. Make all checks payable to 
the Organ Historical Society, Inc. 

Advertisers may address inquiries to the Advertising Manager. Ad­
vertising in no way implies OHS endorsement of goods or services. 

Editorial correspondence and article to b. considered for publication 
may be addressed to th Editor. Responsibility for facLs and opinions 
ell."J)ressed in articles rests upon tbe authors and not upon th. Organ 
Hi torical ciety, lna. All material accepted for publication in THE 
TR CKER become th pt:operty oftbe Organ Historical Society, Inc., 
and cannot be returned. Material published in THE TRA KER may 
noL be reproduced withou permi ion of the Edit.or. 

THE ORGAN HISTORICAL O IETY i not beholden to any com­
mercial interest. There is no intention to d.iscr dit or recommend any 
existing organ manufactory or concern, No uc_h information inferred or 
construed in any form may be used in adverti ing or for any commercial 
purpose. The Society will take all steps to prevent or prosecute any such 
use of its material, the name THE TRACKER, or the name THE 
ORGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY. THE TRACKER® is a registered 
trademark. Copyright 1987 The Organ Historical Society, Inc. ISSN: 
0041- 0330. 

Volume 31, Number 1. 1 987 

THE TRACI<ER 
JOURNAL OF THE ORGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

COVER: The North Shore of Massachusetts, the site of the OHS Convention August 
10-15, provides captivating land and sea scapes as well as historical organs. A 
convention preview begins on p. 40. Color printing is partially funded by the
Andover Organ Co.

The Organs of Mexico City Cathedral .................................................... 4 
Susan Tattershall Recounts the Fascinating History of These Instruments in a Feature Review 

.. 

The Legacy of Everett Titcomb ................................ ·�• ....................... 23 
Susan Armstrong Provides a Biography and List of Works of This Imposing American Church Musician 

Joseph Alley and Richard Pike Morss: Early Organbuilders of Newburyport ................... 31 
These Early Organbuilders Are Surveyed by Barbara Owen 

The 1987 OHS Convention .......................................................... • 40 

Alan Laufman Previews the Convention Set for August 10-15 on the Massachusetts North Shore 
Letters to the Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... • • • • • • • • • • • 12 
Reviews ... .......................................................... • ........... • • • • • • • • • • .14 
Obituary, Robert K. Hale ..................................................................... 1 7 
Organ Update .................................................................... • • • • • • • • • • • 18 
Archivist's Report .................................................... • • ........... • • • • • • • • • • • 20 
Minutes, OHS Council ..................... -................. - ............. , . , .............. • 4 7 

A Lesson from Boston 

E
VERYWHERE THERE IS CHANGE, and everywhere things 
which were once thought valuable and beautiful are being 
challenged. Change is inevitable, and not everything can 

be kept to the ends of time. But we do need some reminders that 
we, in our self-indulgent arrogance, are not the top of the pile, 
not the best result of an inevitable upward spiral towards 
perfection, but simply other men at another time, who would do 
well to look about us and see, and appreciate, on what splendid 
foundations our feet are resting. 

The story of an organ under siege is a sad one, but not 
unique; the historic Hook pipe organ and Boston's Immaculate 
Conception Church are not the first fine instrument or beauti­
ful edifice to be tried on the balance-beam of practicality. But 
this organ and this church are unique: the room an architec­
turally noteworthy and acoustically sumptuous space; and the 
instrument, the very best remaining of its kind, specifically 
designed for and artistically wedded to this church. 

The organ's clear, heroic voice might fool you into thinking 
that it is in some historic European cathedral, where such 
trying circumstances as these would probably never have been 
allowed to come about. However, this organ and its church are 
all-American and they are the most prominent examples of 
their type. 

"The lmmaculate's" massive gray-granite exterior has al­
ready won for itself distinction as an official Boston landmark, 
and though it stands far from the usual tourist routes and in 
recent years has been used only occasionally for public events, 
the church is still revered by any who have ever seen it, by art 
historians, architects, Catholics from all over Boston, and mu­
sicians. 

Built by the Jesuits in 1861 as the cornerstone of the new 
Boston College, the Immaculate Conception Church was de­
signed as an environment for religion and the arts, and the arts 
are indeed well served in the building. As noteworthy as is the 
exterior, the interior is (or was) breathtakingly awesome, hand­
some in the extreme, probably the best surviving example of 
Jesuit Baroque architecture in the United States. Its elegant 
columns, richly sculpted plaster, ornate carvings and wood­
work, and painted decorations fuse into a unified artistic state­
ment beneath the room's lofty barrel-vaulted ceiling. This 
church excites appreciation and, once viewed, is not soon for­
gotten. 

Imagine this lofty, huge, but humanly proportioned room, 
a light-filled space, capped with an intricately arcaded, vaulted 
ceiling, its arches richly embellished with scrolls, plant leaves 
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and cherubs, with religious sculptures and paintings by artists 
whose works may be found in the Va ti can and in the dome of the 
United States Capitol. Imagine such a monumental scene, yet 
so delicately decorated. 

In this superb room, where art, architecture, and acoustics 
are perfectly balanced, a major contributor to the exceptional 
aesthetic equation is the Hook pipe organ. Urilike too many 
other instruments of its era, this one still speaks with historic 
authority, and, fortunately, has been maintained in a manner 
keeping with its importance. Elias and George Hook saw this 
instrument as their answer to a European challenge, and they 
spared neither expense nor effort in their rebuttal. What they 
built for this space has been making its musical point with vigor 
since 1863. 

The decision to close and revise the church's interior has 
been seen as a disfigurement and robbery of a priceless, irre­
placeable piece of Boston history, the destruction of an architec­
turally significant and superb space the likes of which are 
hardly common anywhere and, in Boston, unique. National 
news stories have already detailed how the Jesuits themselves, 
perhaps anticipating opposition to their plans, began to dis­
mantle the interior of their church even as petitions were 
circulating to call for the room's protection as an official land­
mark. It is unfortunately no secret that this remarkable space, 
which as recently as early October was in virtually spotless, 
original condition, now looks like the scene of some horrible 
vandalism. Most depressing, beyond this destruction, is know­
ing that the vandalism was done on purpose by agents working 
for the Jesuits themselves. 

A struggle is underway, involving many factions and rais­
ing many questions, questions of practicality versus sentimen­
tality, beauty versus cost. Who actually owns a piece of land­
mark property? To what extent is property private, and to what 
ends can or must government go to preserve a heritage for the 
greater good of the People? Should you wish a detailed account­
ing of this very complex situation, I recommend you read an 
excellent article in the December 7, 1986, edition of the Boston
Herald Sunday Magazine, which has been reprinted by the 
Society and sent to all members with this issue of The Tracker.

Old churches and old organs are not necessarily, simply by 
reason of age, always worthy of preservation. But highly re­
garded masterpieces should be seen as gifts worthy of cherish­
ing. They should not be victim to careless, erroneous malevo­
lence. Michael Barone, Pipedreams 
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