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The Carnegie Organ Pedal Organ

Below is a complete description of the great organ in 52 Contra bass (resultant) 2 gg iy
the hall, It is supposed to be one of the biggest gifts in its gi Sﬁﬁgrilapason 12 o pipes
line that Mr. Carnegie has made. = Dulciana 16 30 *
56 Bourdon 16 30 *
57 Lieblich gedeckt 16 30 notes
(Borrowed from<No. 14)
Specifications (Four Manuals). 58 Violoncello 8 30 pipes
(Built by Farrand & Votey Organ Company, Detroit). 59 Flute & 30
60 Contra bassoon 16 30 notes
(Borrowed from No. 26)
Great Organ 61 Trombone 16: 30 piges
1 Double open diapason 16 61 pipes o2 Lrolnba dt N § o
2 First open diapason 8 61 " (Borowed from Mo 61)
3 Second open diapason g 61
g Sie(;?iil;oégmba g 21 = Couplers (F. & V. Patent Electric System)
6 Viol d'amour 8 61 > 22 gg}g ?:tgar‘:;
7 Doppel flste 8: 61 & 65 Solo to great super octaves
g Sg:lvf(]eéte :11 2% “ 66 Solo to swell
10 Octave quint 2% 61 " gg gvvz:{} ?;t:}:';isr
11 Super octave 2 61 " 69 Swell to great
12 Mixture 3 & 4 ranks 2 208 % 70 Swell to great super octaves
= Trumpet 8 61 71 Swell to great sub octaves
72 Choir to great
Swell Organ 73 Choir to great sub octaves
14 Bourdon 16 61 7 Solgilo pedal
15 Open diapason 8 61 ;2 %v;/eeilt t;()) ngzll
16 Violin diapason 8 61 77 Choir to pedal
17 Salicional g 61 " o pE A
18 Aeoline 8 61
;g ;/t?));;z]ji;ipason g g? o Mechanical Accessories
21 Octave e 61 # 79 Swel.] tremulant
2 Violina & P % 80 Choir tremulant
23 Flute harmonique 4 61 n 81 Solo tremulant
2 Flageolet 2 el a2 e L ——
25 Cornet 3. 4 & 5 ranks 230 83 High pressure w.md.mdlcator
26 Contra félgotto 16 61 84 Low pressure wind indicator
27 Corrispean g 61 85 E]ectnF ba.ttery switch
8 Oboe g 61 86 Combination release
29 T R —— 8 61 87 -89  Three swell shade indicators — showing position of swells
Automatic Adjustable Combination Pistons
Choir Organ (Roosevelt Patent)
(Enclosed in separate swell box) 90-93 Four affecting great & pedal stops
30 Contra gamba (stopped bass) 16’ 61 ! 94-97 Four affecting swell & pedal stops
31 Open diapason g 61 " 98-100  Three affecting choir & pedal stops
32 Geigen principal 8 61 ! 101-103  Three affecting solo & pedal stops
33 Dolce 8’ 61 1
34 Concert flute 8 61 . Combination Pedals
35 Quintadena 8 61 " 104 Great organ forte, with appropriate pedal stops
36 Gemshorn 4 61 “ 105 Great organ mezzo, with appropriate pedal stops
37 Flute d'amour 4' 61 2 106 Great organ piano, with appropriate pedal stops
38 Piccolo harmonique 2 61 : 107 Swell organ forte, with appropriate pedal stops
39 Clarinet 8 61 . 108 Swell organ mezzo, with appropriate pedal stops
109 Swell organ piano, with appropriate pedal stops
Solo Organ 110 Choir organ forte, with appropriate pedal stops
(Enclosed in separate swell box) 111 Choir organ piano, with appropriate pedal stops
40 Stentorphone 8 61 2
41 Philomela 8 61 ! Pedal Movements
42 Viola 8 61 5 112 Full organ pedal (sforzando & crescendo) drawing all
43 Hohlpfeife 4 61 " speaking stops without throwing out the knobs
44 Tuba major 16' 61 " 113 Pedal ventil silencing any adjustable selection of pedal
45 Tuba mirabilis 8 61 i stops without throwing in the registers
46 Orchestral oboe 8 61 it 114 Great to pedal reversible coupler
115 Pedal to draw all couplers necessary to a full organ
Echo Organ 116 Balanced swell pedal
(To be played from solo keyboard - prepared for only) 117 Balanced choir pedal
47 Dolcissimo 8 61 " 118 Balanced solo pedal
48 Clarabella 8 61 - 119 Pedal to open all swell boxes
49 Unda maris g 49 5 120 Pedal to close all swell boxes
50 Dulcet 4 61 " 121 Pedal to throw on solo to great coupler
51 Vox humana 8 61 " 122 Echo on solo off pedal












Philipp Wirsching died December 10, 1926. According toa
front page tribute in The Diapason, he was recognized by
George Ashdown Audsley for his ability, many of Dr.
Audsley's specifications having been executed by Mr.
Wirsching. For the last four years of his life he was manager of
the tonal department of the Wangerin Organ Company of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.® He was survived by his wife, Anna,
two daughters and two sons. Of these Charles P. Wirsching?®
has supplied us with the material presented here, for which we
extend sincere thanks.

NOTES
1. Philipp Wirsching at age 12 was organist of his home
church in Germany.

2. Currently being rebuilt by James A. Konzelman.

3. Some 40 organs were built by this firm prior to to 1905.
See THE TRACKER 15:1, for a description of an 1891
Wirsching organ.

4. Entitled The Organ in Art / A Brief History. lllustrations
included "An Exhibition Organ with Tubular-Pneumatic
Action," an extremely elaborate affair of considerable
size, but no details. One wonders what exhibition it was
built for, and what became of it.

S. In 1908. See Robert E. Coleberd, "Philipp Wirsching, the
Consummate Builder," The American Organist, October
1968.

6. The organ cost $13,500.

7. One notable citation was the Cavaille-Coll instrument in
Notre Dame Cathedral, Pans.

8. Forexample: Walther Edmond Ehrenhofer, Taschenbuch
des Orgelbau - Revisors (Graz and Vienna: Verlagsbuch-
handlung "Styria," 1909), and Johan Julius Seidel, Die
Orgel und ihr Bay (Leipzig: F.E.C. Leuckart, numerous
editions from 1843 through 1913), for recommendations
regarding the size of an organ needed for churches with
certain seating capacities.

9. Apparently Philipp Wirsching worked for other firms
from time to time. In 1899 the Austin Organ Company of
Hartford, Connecticut, installed a 3 manual-88 stop
tubular-penumatic instrument at Porter Church in
Brockton, Massachusetts. The Congregationalist for
November 1899 says "The voicing of the organ is one of
its most notable points. This part of its construction was
intrusted to Mr. P. Wirsching, a master of the art..."

10. Retired nine years ago, Charles P. Wirsching was Vice-
president in charge of sales for the Adams-Millis Hosiery
Corporation, High Point, North Carolina, in which city
he still resides.
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Recordings and Publications

of
The Organ Historical Society, Inc.

1974 National Convention Program Excerpts -
New Hampshire $6.00

1975 National Convention Program Excerpts -
Connecticut 6.00

1976 National Convention Program Excerpts -
Pennsylvania 6.50

1977 National Convention Program Excerpts -
Detroit 6.50

An Evening at Woosley Hall, Charles Krighaum  10.00
($13.00 to non-members)

The Bicentennial Traclker, edited by Albert F. Robinson,
1976,
200 pages, index. 10.00

The Hymnlet, compiled and edited by
Samuel Walter, 1976 2.00

Convention Programs, containing specifications and
photographs, each, .S0

Capital District, New York State, 1967
Worcester, Massachusetts, 1968

New York City, 1969

Northern New York State, 1970
Baltimore, 1971

Central New Jersey, 1973

Postcards in color of organs seen at the 1976 Convention,

1816 C. Dieffenbach, or 1892 S. Bohler
$1.20/doz. or$8.00/100

All items postpaid. Send order with check or money
order inU.S. Dollars only to The Organ Historical Socie-
ty, Inc., P.O. Box 209, Wilmington, Ohio 45177.

Come to Maine in 1981

for a Spectacular
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Gustavus Hesselius, from the portrait by himself.

Undoubtedly, Gustavus Hesselius continued to paint por-
traits, including some of the great colonial celebrities. One of
these was Robert Morris, who became the wealthy financier of
the Revolution. Gustavus also taught his son, John, who work-
ed as a portrait artist in both Philadelphia and Annapolis. It is
said that John gave the first art lessons to the young saddler’s ap-
prentice, Charles Willson Peale, who paid for his lessons with a
saddle and went on to exceed his teacher in fame.

Gustavus Hesselius is buried in Gloria Dei (Old Swedes)
churchyard, Philadelphia. May he now be included among
America’s colonial organ builders.
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