






















Philipp Wirsching died December 10, 1926. According to a 
front page tribute in The Diapason, he was recognized by 
George Ashdown Audsley for his ability, many of Dr. 
Audsley's specifications having been executed by Mr. 
Wirsching. For the last four years of his life he was manager of 
the tonal department of the Wangerin Organ Company of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.9 He was survived by his wife, Anna, 
two daughters and two sons. Of these Charles P. Wirsching10 

has supplied us with the material presented here, for which we 
extend sincere thanks. 

NOTES 

1. Philipp Wirsching at age 12 was organist of his home
church in Germany.

2. Currently being rebuilt by James A. Konzelman.

3. Some 40 organs were built by this firm prior to to 1905.
See THE TRACKER 15:1, for a description of an 1891
Wirsching organ.

4. Entitled The Organ in Art I A Brief History. Illustrations
included "An Exhibition Organ with Tubular-Pneumatic
Action," an extremely elaborate affair of considerable
size, but no details. One wonders what exhibition it was
built for, and what became of it.

S. In 1908. See Robert E. Coleberd, "Philipp Wirsching, the
Consummate Builder," The American Organist, October
1968.

6. The organ cost $13,500.

7. One notable citation was the Cavaille-Coll instrument in
Notre Dame Cathedral, Pans.

8. For example: Walther Edmond Ehrenhofer, Taschenbuch
des Orgelbau - Revisors (Graz and Vienna: Verlagsbuch
handlung "Styria," 1909), and Johan Julius Seidel, Die
Orgel und ihr Bay (Leipzig: F.E.C. Leuckart, numerous
editions from 1843 through 1913), for recommendations
regarding the size of an organ needed for churches with
certain seating capacities.

9. Apparently Philipp Wirsching worked for other firms
from time to time. In 1899 the Austin Organ Company of
Hartford, Connecticut, installed a 3 manual-88 stop
tubular-penumatic instrument at Porter Church in
Brockton, Massachusetts. The Congregationalist for
November 1899 says 'The voicing of the organ is one of
its most notable points. This part of its construction was
intrusted to Mr. P. Wirsching, a master of the art. .. "

10. Retired nine years ago, Charles P. Wirsching was Vice
president in charge of sales for the Adams-Millis Hosiery
Corporation, High Point, North Carolina, in which city
he still resides.
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Recordings and Publications 
of 

The Organ Historical Society, Inc. 

1974 National Convention Program Excerpts -
New Hampshire 

1975 National Convention Program Excerpts -
Connecticut 

1976 National Convention Program Excerpts -
Pennsylvania 

1977 National Convention Program Excerpts -
Detroit 

An Evening at Woosley Hall, Charles Krigbaum 
($13.00 to non-members) 

$6.00 

6.00 

6.50 

6.50 

10.00 

The Bicentennial Tracker, edited by Albert F. Robinson
., 

1976, 
200 pages, index. 10.00 

The Hymn/et, compiled and edited by 
Samuel Walter, 1976 2.00 

Convention Programs, containing specifications and 
photographs, each, .SO 

Capital District, New York State, 1967 
Worcester, Massachusetts, 1968 
New York City, 1969 
Northern New York State, 1970 
Baltimore, 1971 
Central New Jersey, 1973 

Postcards in color of organs seen at the 1976 Convention, 

1816 C. Dieffenbach, or 1892 S. Bohler 
$1.20/doz. or$8.00/100 

All items postpaid. Send order with check or money 
order in U.S. Dollars only to The Organ Historical Socie
ty, Inc., P.O. Box 209, Wilmington, Ohio 45177. 

Come to Maine in 1981 

for a Spectacular 
OHS Convention 

19 ORGANS BY 12 DIFFERENT BUILDERS 

IN MAINE'S SCENIC COUNTRYSIDE 

JUNE 22 - 25, 1981 




































