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Charles Ives' Variations on "America." The organ 
could not "sound out" into the auditorium because 
of its unfortunate position, but it appeared to be in 
good condition and was very well played. Mi

_
ss Ho 

achieved just the right amount of ,humor m the 
Ives' selection. We sang the hymn "Sing Praise to 
God" to ,the Mit Freuden Zart tune. This program 
was later telecast. 

The one major change in ,the program occurred 
when the visit to West Haven Congregational Church 
had to be cance.Iled, and as a substitute we were 
treated to a slide lecture by our Honorary Member, 
Dr. Maarten Vente of The Netherlands. Among other 
things, Dr. Vente stated that a good organ is well 
planned-it is not -the result of accidental good luck; 
that the essential parts of an organ are 1) wind sup
ply, 2) wind disposition, 3) action, both stop and 
key, 4) pipes, and 5) case. He was particularly con
cerned about the last one, stating that it must serve 
as a sounding board. The slides showed cases from 
the fourteenth century to the .present-all of them 
having a great variety of interesting points. This 
lecture was presented in Trinity Church on the 
Green in New Haven. 

The nex.t program was the service of Choral 
Evensong at Trini.ty Church, sung by the choir of 
boys and men under the direction of Stephen Loher 
(one of the 1975 Convention Committee members), 
the Rev. Phi.lip Wiehe, Officiant, and 16-year-old 
Thomas Whittemore, organist. To those of us who 
have acquaintance with .this style of worship, i,t was 
a truly superb example of the art. The well-bal
anced, highly trained choir was equally matched by 
the young organist's skillful accompaniments. The 
Introit was Farrant's "Call to Remembrance"; the 
Tallis settings for the Preces and Suffrages and 
Stanford's Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in C con
stituted the "service" music; Elgar's "As Torrents 
in Summer" was the anthem; the closing hymn (with 
descant) was Dr. Noble's vigorous tune for "Go La
bor On," and as an Orison we heard Gibbons' "Song 
34." This writer was .Jiterally ,transported by the 
beauty of it all. 

OHS members at the :Branford 'trolley Museum, East Haven, 
Connecticut. Helen Harriman Is debarking In the doorway. Pho
tos by Chester H. Berry. 

Trinity also served us an ample dinner, and Sam 
Walter accompanied us on a pipeless instrument for 
after-dinner hymn singing, including "When the Roll 
is Called Up Yonder." 

The evening concert was another high point of 
the convention. Stephen Long of Worcester, Mas
sachusetts, played the 2-25 1874 E. &. G. G. Hook & 
Hastings Opus 750 at St. Casimir's Roman Catholic 
Church in New Haven. The organ was in top con
dition, and Mr. Long brought out its finest points in 
works by Walther, Bach (Fantasie In G Major and 
3 other pieces), John Knowles Paine' "Variations on 
the Austrian Hymn," Arne, Brahms, Vaughan Wil
liams, and Mendelssohn's Sonata in C minor. In 
spite of soaring temperatures and ,high humidity, we 
enjoyed every moment of this splendid ,program. 

The Wednesday Tour 

Somehow, the weather man had mercy on us and 
the weather cooled somewhat for this day. We trav
eled by bus to Hartford where we were wa11mly wel
comed by our member, Frederick Mitchell, Vice Pres
ident of Austin Organs, Incorporated, at their fac
tory. This was another "first" in that we had never 
toured a manufacturer's plant before as a group. We 
witnessed the pouring of molten metal into sheets for 
pipes and cutting of same; we visi,ted the voicing 
rooms for both reed and flue pipes; we saw consoles 
being built (and rebuilt), and wood pipes being made 
(and remade); we learned that SOIIIle of the chests 
under construction were to be placed in organs in 
New York State, Pennsylvania, Georgia and other 
parts of the country, and had informal conversations 
with many of the 60 or more regular employees. It 
was indeed a most ,interesting feature of the con
vention. 

Also in Hartford we visited the Wadsworth 
Athaneum where Joyce B. Auchincloss played a mini
recital on ,the 1-4 cl840 Henry Er,ben chamber organ. 

Ooorge Becker, assisted by Robert Ingllss, oboe, and Greig Shearer, 
rluto, pll\ylng the 100th birthday party recital on the 1875 E. L. 
Holbrook orgl\n In the Congregational Church, Killingworth, 
oonnectlcut. 
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We enjoyed Walond's Voluntary No. 2 in G, E;ber
lin's Toccata in F, and Distler's Variations on 
"Frisch auf, gut Gsell, las rummer gahn" as Gordon 
Auchincloss supplied wind by means of a foot pedal 
for his wife's performance. The tone of this instru
ment was particularly soft and sweet. 

Immediately following, the second of Dr. Vente's 
lectures was given�this time on "restoration." We 
learned that in Holland, if a truly monumental organ 
needs restoring, the government may supply from 
50 to 90% of the funds. In that small country there 
are perhaps 60 organ builders, of which eight or 
nine are qualified to work on the great instruments. 
Dr. Vente invited questions, and this brought forth 
some brisk but friendly discussion. Variable wind 
supply, temperaments and how to compromise were 
some of the points clarified. 

Another "first" was a visit ,to the Branford Trol
ley Museum in East Haven. Here, through ;the co
operation of OHS member Louis Iasillo who was 
listed on the chalk board as "Dispatcher" for the day, 
we enjoyed r,ides on open (or "summer") cars and in
spected others dating from 1878 to 1939, and had a 
good box lunch. 

We were late arriving at the Congregational 
Church in Killingworth, and Dr. George Becker had 
already completed the first two selections on his pro
gram. However, we did enjoy Hindemith's Second 
Organ Sonata with its tr,icky fugue. Then Oboeist 
Robert Ingliss and Flutist Greig Shearer joined Dr. 
Becker in a stunning performance of the Deuzieme 
Recreation de Musique Op. VIII by Jean-Marie 
LeClair. And Dr.· Becker concluded the recital with 
Bach's Prelude and Fugue in C Minor. The Holbrook 
organ was in very good condition, and we all had 
time to "try" and exa,mine .it before and after the 
ample dinner which was served at this church. This 
program was in celebration of the organ's centen
nial. 

In the Chapel of Choate School, Wallingford, is 
the handsome 1968-69 Casavant tracker Opus 2985. 
One of the great or,ganists of our time, Bernard 
Lagace of Montreal, performed a taxing program, 
showing meticulous interpretation through clean 
phrasing and judicious registration. The Scheidt 
and Sweelinck selections were paragons of the classic 
style, and the Bach was humane wi.th deep feel,ing
truly inspired playing, revealing the warm and beau
tiful aspect of Baroque music (if such there be!) 
The Titelouze, employing mostly reeds, was a fine 
example of the French classics, and the Morel was 
modern-almost to the extreme with its polytonality 
which was performed with great skill.· The majestic 
Vierne Symphony II was magnificent both as to mu
sic and performance. Again diligent registration had 
a ,telling effect and the organ responded to the de
mands placed upon it by M. Lagace. A truly glorious 
recital from where I sat ,in the front part of the 
gallery, although other OHS members who sat down
stairs reported str,ident and harsh sounds at times. 

The Thursday Tour 

Bright and early we arrived at the First Univer
salist Church in Meriden where the 3 manual John
son was played by Eileen Hunt. Her program in-
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Rosalind Mohnsen, assisted by two "stop-boys," playing the 1868, 
opus 65, Odell organ in the Derby Methodist Church, Derby, 
Connecticut. 

eluded works by Mendelssohn, Brahms and Langlais. 
I felt that the Brahms Chorale Prelude was rever
ential and the Langlais Meditations (on Pla,insong 
themes) ca,me off best. The case of this organ was 
particularly handsome and in its original (1893) 
condition. We sang the hymn "For the Beauty of the 
Earth" to the Dix tune. 

David Dunkle gave the 3-25 Geo. H. Ryder organ 
at St. Francis R. C. Church ,in Naugatuck a good 
workout in a program that revealed the best fea
tures of the instrument which is located in the high 
rear gallery. 

It was a pleasure to visit Christ Church in Quak
er Farms, a parish which the late OHS member, the 
Rev. Willia,m E. Soule, served ,in ,his latter years and, 
indeed, was responsible for the placement of the 
Hook & Hastings 1872 organ there. Carrol Rassman 
made the most of it with music particularly suited 
to the instrument-Boyce, Greene, Bach, Merkel, 
Stanford, and Eugene T.hayer's Variations Opus 12 
(on the Russian National Hymn). Barbara Owen 
paid tribute to Fr. Soule in terms of great respect 
and affection, and we sang "The King of Love" to 
St. Columba. 

The ladies of Ghrist Church in Tashua were all 
prepared with a lawn luncheon when we arrived, 
and Dr. Kenneth Wolf gave a remarkable demonstra
tion on the beautifully restored Simmons & McIn
tyre one-manual organ of 1849. He plays with meti
culous precision, yet expressively, and we enjoyed a 
Capr.iccio by Froberger, three pieces for a musical 








































