


DON PATERSON'S RIICITAL 
At 7: 15 p. m. we will reconvene at First Uni­

tarian Church, Jamaica Plain. This is easily 
reached by taking the Huntington Avenue trolley 
out of Part Street station to Centre & Eliot 
Streets in Jamalca Plain. Herc a unique sit::ation 
is found since this is the on1y known town in 
Am.crica where one can find three 3-manual ·or­
gans of the same builder, all  over a century old, 
within a few blocks of each other. Fir.st Un ita rian 
has one, a Hook of 1854. and the others are in Phst 
Baptist ( 1859) , and St. Tl1omas Aquinas ( 1854 ) .  
The latter orgai, once stood i n  St. Pa,J's Cathe ­
dral , out· headquarters churcl,. We shall ,· isit  the 
two last-narnect organs by foot, returning to First 
Unitarian by 8 :30 p. m. for a recital by our vlc:e­
president, Donald R. M. Paterson , whose demon­
strations were so well received last yea r in Phila­
delphia. After the recital there will be oppcrtnn­
ity to examine this organ as well . 

THE TIII:HSDAY TOUR 
The bus wil! leave headqt.arters Thursday 

morning at 9 a, m, ,  and our tour will cover sigr:ifi­
cant organs in South Boston, East Boster:... and 
Charlestown. In South Boston , organs to be seen 
will include an 1871 Joel Butler rebuild of a larger 
older organ in St.  Augustine's Church and a s1na1i 
Woodberry & Harris in the chapel of the same 
church ; an 186 1  Hook in Fourth Presbyterian ; an 
1870 Hook in the Methodist Church of Our Savior : 
and a11 1874 Hook, recently complctly restored, 
In St. Vincent's Church . Organs in East Boston 
wlll include a large 1854 Simmons in Most Holv 
Redeemer Church; a circa 18'/0 Simmons In th� 
Assembly of God Church ; and a Butler of the 
same period in First Presbyterian . On the way 
back we shall stop at Char lestown to see the large 
1877 Moritz Baumgarten organ in St. Catherine's 
Church, believed to be the only remaining example 
of this builder's \\''Ork . Lunch will be arrangcr1 en 
route. 

NEW CONVENTIOX J<'EATt:lrn 
The bus will return to headquarters at 4 p.  m. 

for a type of program new to O.H.S. conventions, 
This will be a panel discussion and demonstration 
of voicing, restoration. and other in teresting fa� 
cets. of the organ-builder's art, led by Charles Fisk 
of the Andover Organ Co1nµany. Raymond v;n1nlon 
of the \Veltc-V/halon Organ Company, and others. 
This should prove a unique experience, and a 
chance to acquire much useful ir:formaUon .  Sup ­
per hour (at downtown restaurants)  is sched 1

_
1 led 

for 6 p. m. 

0[,D XORTII CHURCH CONCERT 
The Thursday evening event 'begins a� 8 p. m. 

This will be a concerted program with John Fes­
perman and the Olcl North Singers & Players at 
Old No1·t h Church, 193 Salem Stree t .  in the North 
End. The progtam, in the forrn of an evc::iing 
service. will be  give1: undrr candlel ight in this his� 
toric and bea'..it iful old church, and will inclndc 
choral an.ct i:1strun�c11tal :nusic, some by ea rly 
New England com.posers. An inforn:al coffee honr 
will be held fol!ov,;ing the program. wi�h oppor­
tunity to see the organ, a Hutchi!1gs-Plais trd or 

Stevens of the 1870's, rebuilt in 1958 by Schlicker, 
standing behind the original Thomas Johnston 
case of 1752-59. 

i\IIDXIGHT REVELRY 
At midnight a special treat is in store in the 

form of a theatre party at "The Met", 268 Tremont 
Street ,  site of one of Bostor:s best and "mightiest" 
theatre organs. Our hosts will be the members of 
the local chapter, A.T.0.E., ar.d O.H.S. members 
will have a chance to "let their hair down." 

THE FRIDAY TOUR 
Leaving headquarters at 9 a. m., the Friday 

tour will be by automobile and last all day through 
the area between Boston and Worcester, M:ass., 
with lunch provided en route. Organs to be seen 
Will include an 1860 Simmons in the beautiful 
"Buaf!nch" Church Wlrst Unitarian )  in Lan­
caster; and 1847 George Steve11s In Shirley Centre; 
two other Stevens organs, dating from the 1850's, 
in Harvard and Still River; another from the 
I87 0's ln the Historical Society of Northboro ; an 
1851 William Simmons In the Bapt!st Church of 
F'ramlngham; and an 1876 Johnson and another 
Stevens of the 1850's in Saxonvi!le. in the Catho­
lic and Congregational Churches, respectively . .  

GEORGE FAXON'S RECITAL 
We shall arrive in Worcester in time for sup­

per, and at 8 : 30 p. m. George Fairnn wlll present 
a recital for us on the large 4-manual electrified 
E. & G. G. Hook organ of 1864 in Mechanics Hall:
This ls Worcester's original 19th century concert
hall, possibly the only such hall still :n use in near­
original condition. It is noted for iis fine acom;­
tics, and Mr. Faxon's program wil! be one long to. 
be remembered, ai: event not to be missed . 

A.G.O. REGIONAL DETAILS 
For the benefit of those wishing to come early 

for the A.G.O. regional meetir.g, some of the high­
lights of this convention will incluclc a perform­
ance of Beethoven's "Missa Solemr.is" on Sunday 
evening. June 18 ;  a special concert of the Boston 
"Pops" in Symphony Hall on Monday evening fea­
turing works for organ and orchestra ; and a re­
cital at St. Paul 's Cathedral by Ray Ferguson at 
7 p. m. on Tuesday, followed by a performance of 
the "Play of Daniel" on Boston Common at S :45 
p .  m. Other events Include a tape lecture on his­
toric organs by E. Power Biggs ; a program with 
positive and icstniments by WH!lam McGowan; a 
lecture by Lawrence Phelps ; and various tours

and \vorkshops. 
nm SAD XEWS 

Due to the increased expenses occasioned by 
more bus tours, meals, and advertising this year, 
it has bccmne necessary to increase the reg·istra­
,ion fee for our O.!I.S. conven tion to $10.00 , pay­
able at the time of registr�;.Uon only. Plensc do 
not sc_>nd any mo1H��' with your enro llment reserva­
tion. For these \vho cannot spend all three da.ys 
at. the convention the fee is S3 .50 per day. We 
exprct a record turnout this year, and it is there­
fo re urgent that all conventioners enron as 
promptly as possible so that your committee can 
compiete its rP.servations and plans, Therefore, 
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E D I T O R I A L 
It will probably please no one for us to bring up the subject of money, but in these days of high costs of everything the need for hard cash Is an ever increasing one---evcn by such out-of­this-world organizRtious as the Organ Historical Society. For five years. n1arkrd by spleT,did grov;t.h and development and illuminated by successful efforts In the preservation of historical orgar.s. we have met our financial obliga tions sn t isfnctorily . At first the wori� was carried on e:.1tirely by contri­butions, and the generosity of our n1cn1bers ,vas adequate: to the needs. Then, as we gre\v into a better organized society, regular dues were levied against all members ; but contributions were still sought and continuecl to come in over and above the annual dues. Thus we were able to improve our quarterly newsletter from a mere mlmeo­graphed sheet to the ha.ndsmne printed nrngazine you are now reading. But now comes the time for greater growth and development. The need for incorporation is an in1minent one, and the funds available are in­adequate. The cost of establishlng our headquar­ters at York, Pa., ls not a matter of a single outlay, but rather the adoption of a regular annual ex­penditure that may increase as time goes on. These are only two of many vital requiren;.en ts if we are to continue our effective work and achieve any of our goals. There are two ways that the f�nancial crisis may be met : ( 1 )  to inc.tease our n1embership from roughly 200 to 500 or even 1.0.JO, and ( 2 )  to ;,,_ crease our membership dt:es. The National Coun­cil will present a plan regardh1g dues at the Bos­ton convention, but every member should weigh the matter carefully and give consideration to the needs of the Society as a whole. The A.G.O. has just doubled its annual dues out of "necessity"', and it has over 15,000 members. What are we going to do about it? 

May 30 has been set as the deadl ine for mailing the enclosed enrollment form. If you wish to attend the A.G.O. regional con­vention also. and are not a member of a New England chapter, pkase indicate your ,lesire ·on the enclosed form and iriformation will be sent to you. 
WHERE '1'0 STAY It has been decided not to have an officia l  hotel thjs year. Hmvcver, for those with no othe1· plans, we would rcco:nmcnd the Lenox at 61 1-:xe­ter Street, which has ;;in£;Ies fror::-! SG.75 to s!, .oo and doubles frc;n $9 .95 to $ 1 3.00. The YMCA is at 3 16  Hun tingtou Avenue, \Vith rooms at $2.50 ,  $3.50 and S4 .00 ; and the YWCA i, at  1 -10 C,,u-e1cdo1' Street, with tooms at S-1.00 a t:d So. 00. All three places arc near each other and the dovn:tc-'.v:1 area, and are convenien t  to commercial part!ng lots and the Back Bay railroad station. June i.s. a busy month for hotels in  Rustor:. ,  so we suggest that you write for your reservations e[l.rly . 

We look forward to seeing a large and en­thusiastic group in Boston In June. The city that, for two ccnturies 1 has been the center of the organ-building industry in New England offers many unique attrac tions to all those interested in the organ and Its history, from whatever· stand­point. Let's join together to enjoy them. Your 1961 Conventlo1, Committee : Nelson C. Barden, chairman Sally Slade Warner John Ken Ogasapian Alan La ufn1an Barbara J. Owen

--�o---

THE CHANDOS CHAPEL ORGAN By F. R. Webber Some time ago the Rev 'd. Robert Hunsicker, vicar of St. Paul's Chapel, New York, enquired for information regarding the organ built for the chapel of the Duke of Chandos, Canons, England. The chapel was demolished generations ago, but it turns out that the organ was removed In 1748 and still exists ( or did until a few years ago) in Holy Trinity Church, Gosport. The organ is one of fifty or more upon which Handel reputedly com­posed "Messiah" !  
At Great Witley there is a church with a tllree­manual, 28 rank organ with an exceptionally beau­tiful case. and a console within a semi-circular tribune of exquisite scale and detail. This is often called the "Chandos organ," and here again Han­d.el composed "Messiah" ! Thls error is no doubt due to the �act tha� the windows and fine ceiling cf Great Witley came from the Chandos chapel, and the legend has been broadened to include the organ, too. however wrongly. Perhaps some of our British members can shed additional light on the subject ot the Chan­dos organ. 

·-------��--------------------------�

I 

Enclosures 
1,• :;:::,t:::::;o�:r:�: :�t;:!�e�

1�fb� ���;ht:: 

1
, 

L THE BALLOT · Whether you pion lo oltend the annual mce1ing in Boston or nof it h your re- l I sponsibi!ity to co!»t your vole for the election of 
! officers. lmmedioto actio :1 is impcrotlve, so plecneJ mail your fil led-in ballot al once. J

I

I 
i 2. ENROLLMENT - Tre advance enrollment regi·
11
, stration form for the 6th annvol 0.H.S .  Convention, f 

Jone 2 1  . 23, o t  Boston, Ma ss. DO NOT SEND 1
I MONEY WITH THIS FORM. P lease moil it not loter I 
I than  Moy 30. I 
I I 
..._ _________________ .,... __ . _____________ .. 
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OLD ORGAN NEW 1-IOME 
By Robert J. Reich 

Taun ton,  Massachusetts, like many Ne\v Eng­
land ci ties, has become more a_nd n1orc s t rongly 
Roman Catholic as the years have passed .  This 
has led to the closing of som e  Protestant churches 
and merging of others. First l\:Iethodist in Taun­
ton combined with Memorial Methodist and ,  since 
1957, the old F'irst Methodist bui lding has been 
unused. This is a large wooden structure of a 
modified colonial desig11 . The organ was ma de in 
1869 by William Stevens, East Cambridge, 1\:1ass . ,  
and had remained in almost perfect condition . Its 
resources are as follows : 
GREAT ( 5G notes ) SWELL ( t•ndosed ) 
8' Open Diapnson 1 6 ' Bourdon tc 
8' Hohl Flote tg 8' Open Diapason t.c 
8' Keraulophon tg 8 '  Clarabella Trebl e tc 
8' Dulciana tg 8' Stopped Diapason Bas� 
8' Stopped Diapason Ras:,; 8 '  Viol de Gamba 
4' Principal 4' Principal 
4' \Vald .F'lute tc 8' Hauthoy te (cappd ) 
2 2 3' Tw('lfth Pedal Check 
2' Fifteenth Tremu1o 

PEDAL (27 notes ) Couple Gn:a t <md Swell 
16 '  Double Open Diapason Couple' Pedal an<l Great 

( 1 3  pipes ) Coupl e PeUal : i nd S\vell 

Originally there had been a 20- notc pedal key­
board with the top seven keys playing the pedal 
pipes an octave lower. Toward the end of the 
19th century W. K .  Adams of Providence, R. I . ,  
added the 12..rger pedal keyboard and coupler 
mechan ism for the addi tional notes, but left the 
pedal pipes and action as they were.  Otherwise, 
the organ seems to be entirely in its original con­
dition. 

Efforts had been made for several years to 
find buyers for the bu ilding and /or the organ, 
but in the summer of 1 960 the olcl build ing re­
mained in the hands of the church with the 
lower fl6or rented for stora ge purposes to a paint 
manufacturer, and the organ upstairs was un­
touched. 

Meanwhile things were happening at the Bap­
tist Church in Bren twood, N. H. Brentwood is a 
small community spread out so much that the 
village itself is j ust a tiny cluster of houses,  abct 
both its churches are isolated miles from the vil­
lage. The Baptist Ch u rch is a sn1al1 red brick 
struct ure built perhaps 100 years ago.  Until recent 
years its only n1t1 sical instrument was a piano. 
Several years ago, however, an elec tronic inst ru­
ment was purchased .  It gave almost continuous 
trouble and offended some people with its tone. 
In the sun1mer of 1 960 the church people clccicled 
something must be done about an organ, despite a 
large recent expenditure for a ne\v parish hal l .  
Many frl t the only answer lay \V ith the purchase 
of a different el ectronic substi tute ,  bu t  the mi n ­
ister and a fev.; others wanted a real organ .  

Through the Rev'd. Harry G .  Fore! ,  pastor of 
the Exeter Baptist Church, the people of  Bre n t­
wood learned o f  the Taun t-on organ . They sent a 

, i 

1 
i 

j 
l 

committee to cxan1ine it and _soon afterwards ar­
ranged to purchase it. A plan was worked out 
with the Andover Org an Company for the moving 
of the organ. According to this plan the church 
would provide a crew of volunteers to assist in the 
work and the Andover Organ Co. would provide 
supervision and expert workers as needed. 

In July 1960,  a crew of five from Brentwood 
and two from th e Andover Organ Co . arrived in 
Taunton and began dismantl ing the organ . Three 
days later it was loaded into the largest available 
rented truck and a station wagon. After a long 
trip, marrecl only by a small truck fire, the organ 
reached Bren twoocl about 1 1  p. m. and was un­
loaded in less than an hour by an enormous crew 
of volunteers. 

During the next few days the necessary modi­
fications were made to the church and the organ 
began to take shape in its new home. For the en­
tire four weeks the proj ect occupied three teen­
age boys came every day and learned about many 
organ builder's skills in the process, such as how 
to wind tracker wires, how to ascmblc and adj ust 
tracker action, and how to clean pipes. Several 
older people took care of the wiring, blower loca­
tion and conn ection, front pipe gilding, and modi­
ficat ions to the ct�urch bui lding, as well as help­
ing with the Organ erection. 

As part of  the proj ect  all clamagul parts were 
replaced or repaired .  All pipes were cleaned , re­
paired, and adjusted for proper speech. Felt and 
bushings \Vere replaeed where necessary and new 
leather nuts applied throughout. No changes or 
modif ications \Vere n1aclc. The organ fits tigh tly
into its allotted space ;  indeed, the longest pcda1 
pip2 had to be shortened by three inches and two 
of th".! case ornaments had to be removed.  
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During the installation many of the church 
people dropped in from time to time. Some were 
thrilled with the im.posing appearancr of the 
organ . Others, especially those who had been op­
posed to it from the beginning, thought it tuo 
large and that it spoiled the churc!1's interior. 
Certain ly it dominates the front of the church, al ­
though placed at or�e side. H is a very large organ 
for the bu ilding and, except for a few city cht.rch­
es, the largest in any Baptist church in the sta te 
of New Hampshire. 

On Sunday af ternoon, July 3 1 , 1 960 ,  a special 
service of dedication was held The Rcv·ct. Guy M. 
Judkins, pastor. dedicated the organ. followed by 
a soprano solo by l\1rs.  J udkins. The Rev'd. Harry 
0. Ford played the foHmving organ progran1 :

Prelude and Fugue in  E minor ("'I'he Cathedral" )  
J. S .  Bach 

Partita on "My Jerns I will not forsnke" - Walther 

Choral Prelude "Praise God together, ye Chrls­
tiansn - Buxtehude 

Choral Prelude "Our Father who art in Heaven" -
J. S. Bach 

Four Choral Preludes : "O Dearest Jesus" - Brahms 
"Blessed are ye faitl1 fu! souls" 
"'A lovely rose is blooming" 
'

10 world 1 I now mu�tT leave thee" 

Chaconne - Couperin 

So great was the interest in the new instru­
ment that the church was filled almost to capacity 
and comments seemed to !:le of the most favorable 
kind . At this writing 1 aln1os!. six months latet\ the 
report is thn t the church is 110\V unanirnously ln 
favor of the action taken in getting a real organ, 
even those initially opposed. 

The Brentwood Baptist Church has set an ex­
ample which shou ld be of widespread interest. 
They have shown that even a very snrnll country 
church, if it is active enough and has enough peo­
ple who really care, can have a fine organ and 
need not settle for a subst itu te. In this case, the 
total expense for the organ was less than the cost 
of even the cheapest substitu te. The supply of 
se-cond hand tracker organs of moderate size and 
good tonal quality seems to be grcn.t enough so 
that many other small churcllcs could mll'e their 
organ problerns by a simHar n1eans. 

------o� --·-

Big News in  1 88,4. 
Ed. Note : A c!ipping from an 1.�nkno\•2n Boston 
newspaper dated December Hi. 1884, describes 
Hutching·::;' Opus 138 wh ich :?.'Cplaced the organ now 
Ioeated in Organ Hal!, Methuen, M�ss. We quo:e 
the artic)e in its ent: rety : 

"THE NEW IHl:SlC l!AI,L o:,GA:-;" 

"The removal of the 'big' organ from :v1usL::: 
Hall caused 1nuch discus.sion , and the taste; whL:::11 
caused the v2ccant space left b/ the removal to be 
covered with cheap- looking drapery h<"1..'3 been 
severely critici.�ed. As th(' ha t :  was us;;_•kss for 

oratorio performances, the directors felt that it 
was necessary to do something to prevent the 
Handel and Haydn Society from leaving the hall 
whi:h had so long been its home, and accordingly 
a contract was made with Mr. George S. Hutchings -
to build an organ, which , to distinguish it from 
the olc'. one, will probably be known as the "little" 
organ. 

"It is placed in a room over the green room, a 
little above the le\'el of the 'second gallery on the 
left side of the hall. An archway has been cut In 
the wall , and a ba lcony thrown out in front, as 
has been seen by every on e who has been in the 
ha!! th is season . This eleva:ed position will neces­
sarily destroy much of the effect which the In­
strument would produce if more advantageously 
placed, but Mr. Hutchi:1gs says that it is a power­
ful organ. 

"It will be completed on Saturday and be used 
for the first time at the Handel and Haydn So­
cie�y's performance of "Messiah" on Sunday even­
ing. The organ has only a single manual, of the 
simplest construction, and without any pneumatic 
appliances. Its specification is as follows: 

"l\Ianua1 Cmnpass C to C4 

1 Double open diapason 16 fe•t 61 pipes 
2 Dulci ana Hl .. 

61 

3 Open daipttson 8 " 
61 

4 Open diapa;,on 8 
.. 61 

5 Doppel fJote 8 " 61 
6 Viola da Garnba 8 " 61 
7 Stopped Dinpa,mn 8

" 61 

8 Dulciana 8 .. 61 

9 Octave 4 
" �J 

10  ·F'lnte harmonique 4 
" ;;1 

11 T,velfth. 2 2/3 .. 

61 

12 Fifteenth 2 " 
61 

13 1\Iixture 4 tanks 244 

14 Mixture 3 183 
15 Mixture 3 183 .. 

16 Doke Corne-t 4 244 

17  Trumpet 8 feet 61 
18 Trumpet 16 

" 49 " 

19 Clarion 4
.. 61 

"l�edal - Compass C to D 

20 Contra bcn,ffdon 32 feet woo<l 30 pipes (sic) 
31 Douhle open diapason 16 

" 

<Fl Bourdon 16 " 
.. 

23 V lf,loue 1B 
" 

24 Quit1lc 10 2/3 .. 

25 Pktc 8
.. 

26 Violouccl lo g " 

27 O<:t:uV!? 4 
.. 

28 1'romt.onc 16 
.. 

"l\Iechanicals 

29 l\l anuale tn pedal rnu pies 
30 Blower's signal 

..

30 

30 

30 
.. 

30 

30 
metal 30 

30 

wood 30 

uPcclal :.\I0ve111tnt$ 

" 

" 

1 Forte comhir,atirm, v,:i:h at1 1n·oi1r i ate pedal eomhination 
2 i\lt•z1J) comhinat ion. with ,:1ppropd:cte- pednl eurn1;inntion 
3 Pian'> {'ombit1n t iu::1 . \\ hh appropriab.• pvdal cumbination 
4 Chorus organ :-:epi.1 1 'ati.-,n 
.5 Od dVl' couvlu n:an:rnlC' 
G Octave ('Dti phtr pc 1kL>s 
7 Bal ancC'1l :.\ \Y<2H pC'dal::; 

No.:'. 2:, 4 ,  7 1 8, 10, and Hi ilre (;tl('lose.! in a swell Lox.n 
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Notes, Quotes and 
Comments 

President Barbara J. Owen has given numerous 
lectures, Illustrated with color slides, on the his­
tory of the organ in America d1tring· tt:e past ..-vin­
ter� Among these wer(• eng-::1.grments v:Hh the- At­
lanta, Ga., Chapter AGO on Febnmry 20 (with a 
recital on n. c. 1895 .B�clgcmaker 11: Rectecrn.er Lu­
theran Church) ;  the music dcpartmei:t of Shor­
ter College, Ron1e, G�\, ,  on February 22 ; the Brock­
ton, Mass., Chapter AC O on Fcbrnflty 27 (with " 
recital on an 1858 Hook in  the Swcndcnborgan 
Church of Bridgewater) ; and the Pittsfield, Mass. , 
Chapter AGO on March 13.  She also gave a reci tal 
on the 1858 Giles Beach org,rn in the Prcsbytcria n 
Church at Gloversville, N .  Y., on April 16 .  

* •· * 

Richard Hill gave s. recital on the Cole & 
Woodbury organ in the Uni tarian Church of West 
Bridgewater, M'lss. ,  on March 5. We wish he had 
sent his progra1n for inc lusion here ,  

• • • 

On a recent trip to Virginia Al Robinson saw 
the "Father Smith" (Bernard Schmidt) orgar. of 
c. 1665 In old St.  Luke's Church,  four miles soutlo
of Smithfield ,  Va. on Route 10 .  The church, dating
from c. 1632, has undergone a remarkable re5torn.­
tion, and the organ, said to be one of four still
.extant, was presented by Queen Elizabet,h ,

• • • 

John Ken Ogasapian gave a reci tal on the 
Johnson organ in Liberty Street Me thodist 
Church, Springfield , Mass., on March 19. No details 
about the lnstrnment were included wit:1 this 
notice, regrettably . 

• • • 

Reminder is offered that mernbC:r$ \Vill be re­
sponsible for their own ho tel accommodations in 
Boston. See t.he feature article about the conven ­
tion for complete detail!) ar ... d suggestions. 

• • • 

We are now ready to begin to receive 1naterial 
for the llbrary at our he:tdqnar ters in York,  Pa. 
All material must be sen t  to Kei:.neth 1'"". Simmons, 
228 Popular Avenue, "Wayne, Pa. } )o uot mail 1na­
terial d irectly to York. Ir: order to kt�ep th ing;:, in 
good fot'In and propE·r order we do 1:.ot \vnnt to re ­
ceive 1nore or larger articles than \Ve can accom­
modate. Therefore it is best to cle;::.r with Ivir. Siln­
mons bC'fore making shipment.) of si:r:nble articles, 
If you have a few sn1all items \Vhich you wottld 
like to contrib Lt te you may send tht'm \vithou t. 
enqui ring ;  but i f  yo;.1 h::t \'e a !n rge nurnbet of it en13 
or a particu larly rarge rtrticle pl ease write and see 
whether or not we can process them n::1w o r  at 
what date we can accpp: them . 

Barbara J ,  O\ven wri tes : ''Gen t: :rvrccn�cken's 
article entitled 'The Spirits Cos t S0.75 ' :s a e;uod 
piece of  research, and mo.;;;t interc�t lng, Isn't it 

frustrating to track an organ down to some recent 
point, only to have It vanish into thin air? Maybe 
it will show up in some totally unexpected place 
In time, like the Schuylerville organ Bob Reich 
described in the same issue. There is the. .same 
problem with the Bowdoin Street church in Bos­
ton - first it had a 3m Appleton . then it had an 
even larger 3m Simmons. Then suddenly it has 
merely a little 1 m, followed by a medium 2m. The 
building ls still there, the records of its three 
former owners lncomp'.ete or missing, and two 
large 3m organs apparently disappeared without 
a trace I I have tackled the situation from any 
nun:ber of angles - all dead ends ." 

• • 

At this writing there are no new items to add 
to the "Organs for Sale" list published in the 
January issue of THE TRACKER. Since it fre­
quently happens that sudden and drastic changes 
occur in the status of that list it is advisable to 
contact the co-ordinator of this material for la­
test information ;  

• • • 

Alan La ufman 
West Hill 
Putney, Vermont 

Material for THE TRACKER is needed to keep 
the interest of our publication fresh and appeal­
ing. Articles, new, items, and dedicatory pro­
grams are always welcome. Send your contribu­
tions to the Editor today ! 

Have you brought any new members into the 
O.H.S. this year? One of the best inducements ls 
to invite them to the Sixth Annual Convention in 
Boston. We sugges t you exter.d the invitation 
early so that you can enroll for them by the dead­
line - May 30. Additional enrollment forms may 
be obtained from the Secretary. 

' . . 

Don't forget to vote ! Much time will be saved 
at the anr.ual meeting If all members mail their 
ballots in prio:- to the conven :ion . Mail yours 
today. 
�-----�------------------·-----�-----� 

I BACIC ISSUES OF
' THE TP.t\CICER 
I ; As we go to press we ontidpote completion of the 
t reprints of o !l n umb(;rs in Volumes I ond 11, now 
t avoilob!c frorn the sccrcto(y -ot 25 ce1lt$ the copy. 
J Some orders for the complete set could not be ti l led 
, and money hod to be refunded, bvt now oll of the 
J first two volumes (the mimeographed Soets) CO'l be 

ll ::��:

e

:; Ire printed copies of Volume, I l l, IV ond V l
, arc also ovoilob1e at 50 cents Jf'e copy, but a leHcr 

of inqu1ry o s  to the cxoct numbers desired would b3 

I ::e:
i

':;�e:i:�
or

�lcosc odd 1 0  cenls for eoch four 1
1 t issues ordered to help defray cost of mailing, ond I be sure to give your correct nome ond address . I

----------------------------------------· 
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TRACING AN ORGAN'S 1-I ISTORY 
By Albert F. Robinson 

S0n1e years ago I servecl as organist in Holy­
rood Church, New York City, and piaycd upon a 
large and ponderom instrumellt which bore the 
nameplate of Heubcn Midmcr. I was told, how­
ever, by the organ main lcnance r:::.a.n , Chr�rle;; 
Mayer, that Midmer had rebuilt that instrnmcnt 
frmn a Henry E;rbcn which once stood in old St. 
John's Chapel on Varick Street, 1\ew York . 

There was no Organ Historical  Sot'icty thcn
1 

and, finding no oce el.se interested in the organ 's 
history and little available lnformo.tion about it., 
my own Jnterest lagged and research stopped. 

Years la ter it Wits somehow my f8. t E· to substi­
tute thcI<\ and with the interest genera ted by 
work in the OrgTtn His torical Society I began 
again. to make Jnquirie,, into the or�a n's origin 
and history. Mr. F. H. Webber wro,e me as follows 
regarding the organ formPrly in St. Jol:n 1s, Vari'.'! k  
Street : 

"Their first organ was the famous John Lowe, 
which was cap turt:d in transit by the Bri tish in 
1812 and held for ransom, which Trin:ty Parish 
had to pay. Thomas Hall was sent from Phi ladel ­
phia to install it, and Henry E,·ben . then 12 years 
old ( or 13  at mos( ) helped him, r,nd became bit ­
ten by the organ 'bug' m:tn he died at 84 years. 

"Their secm:d organ was a Thorn::rn Rohjohn of 
three manua !s ancl 28 rank:,; wi th two octaves of 
pedals, bu ilt about 1839. Fri th & Hall, a music 
store, handled the contract, and e:nployed Rob­
john to bui2cl it. This orga n had a Choir sec tion 
arranged Rucl:-positiv fashion. Later .Erben d id 
the same thing at Trinity Church, and Ferris did 
it at Broadway Tabernacle. Thus there were at 
least three Ruck-positivs in Manhattan alone, and 
long before Hol tkamp's day. This organ was re­
moved in 1874, and its Great section wH1t to one 
church, the Swell to another, and the front pipes 
to a Presbyte rian Church in upper t\'1anha ttr,n .  It 
was listed in 1 8Gl as a three manual, 28 rank in­
strument, but W. B. Gilbert cans i t  a three­
manua?, 20 rank as fo1 1ov:s : G reat 8 stops, Swell 6 
stops, Choir 5 stops and Pedal I stop . 

"In 1874 Henry Erben built a three-manual ,  
36 stop organ for St. John 's Chapel of the follow­
ing design: Grea t 13 slops, Swell I I  stops, Choir 
8 stops, am! Pcdnl 4 stops. This may be the one 
Jn Holyrood. If 1 arn not tnistaken , th e Erben was 
still In St. John's whet: the chapel was demol ishec!. 
Docs this check \V ith t,hc organ as you knew i t ? "  

Well, i t  certainly does; and the speci fic a tiun 
of the Holyrood organ ft,HDW.'3 : 

GREAT 

Hi' Open Diapa::::,;n 
8' Op(.;'n Diapn.son 
8' Viol di Gumha 
8" Stopped Diapa:c::un 
8' Dukiann. 
4' Octave 

4' W:11d Flute 
2 2/3' Tw.::!ffo 
2' F i f t1;er.th 

ITT illixttn-o 
Ii Sesqtiblter:1 
8' 'l'n1mpet 
4· Clarion 

PEDA L  

33' Rc:-.ultant 
1 0' Open Diupnson 
Hi' Bourdon 
8' Yiolo11eello 

SWF:LL 
HJ' ftlUrdon 
8' Ot1Pn Diapa::on 
8' Stepped Diapason 
8' SaHdo:1ril 
8' A 1..•11l i ne: 

4' f'u�rara 
2' Pictoio 

III Conv:t 
8' Cornopt:'an 
8' Oboe 

8' Vox. H u mana 

CHOIR 
8 '  Open Dia pason 
8' :?.folorlia 
8' Stopp0rl Di�pm.0,1 
R' Dulclnua 
4' Pl'in(.'!pal 
4' Flauto Travt;"l'SO 

2' Fifteenth 

8' Clnrinet 
Midmet had prcvided a new console with varl ­

C'olored tab stops, a ful :  set of couplcr_s and a .. 
rather unreliablt• electric action . Dnring the 1930's 
th e entire organ was usable although its condi­
tior:. was not first cl as;-,, TJ:le mutations and mix­
tunas were never t :med and the reeds { except the 
Oboe) ,vere badly in need of re-Yoicing. But the 
Diapasons had a soft, velvety quality and the

fl utes were clear and p,1re. 
Holyrood Church stands at the corner of 179th 

Street and F'or t \Va:-;hington Avenue nt the George 
\'Vash ington Bridge -head. It is a loft;' Gothic 
b::ilding with peculiar acoustics which, while 
deadly to all but the most distinct spoken word, 
proved flatteriEg to most sounds of music. It was 
begun in 1912 and fin ished in 1 9 1 5  when Washing­
tor: Helght.s was a fashio:1able residential area. 
But with the building of the George \Vashington 
Bridge a!1d i ts open ing in 1932 the population 
moved elsewhere leav ing Holyrood al! but deserted 
by the end of World War II. In recent years a re­
newed effort has been made to preserve its life, 
and some degree of success is being realized. 

Unfortunately the Erben�Midmer gradually 
wore om. First the Choir mannal  became useless, 
and later the Great aud Swell disintegrated. The 
cllurch was forced in to action and, seeking the 
least cost ly course, chose an elec tronic substitute. 
The manufacturer is said to have allowed a .small 
sum for the old organ , ancl that is the end of the 
tale. 

Needless to say, the substitute is proving far 
from satisfactory, and there are n1any wl10 wish. 
that the Organ Historical Society (or one of !ts 
qnalified members ) had been c01:su1 ted before ac­
tion was taken. 

. This ls probably a typical si tuation, and our 
members need to busy then1seives in fir1ding out 
more of them before the time when there are no 
more worthwhile org·ans to preserve. 
..---

------ ----,. 

I Don't for[Je'I" to VOTG ! !, 
!! Your bollot i� importont to the Society. A true efec­

ti on is on express. ion of all the members. Moil yours • 
today! 

f
·------------�------- _____ ____. 
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OPUS 1 53 
A silver plaque attacllecl to the organ case in 

Dublin Community Church. Dublin, New Hamp­
shire, reads "Presented by Solomon Piper, Esqr .  
Boston, March 2d , 1853." Mr. Piper was born in 
Temple, N. H., in 1789, and lived in  the v illage of 
Dublin from his fifth year to the age of twenty­
one, when he removed to Boston.  

The history of the church begins with the his­
tory of the town. In the beginning Tmvn and 
.Church were one. Voters created the Church all(! 
supported It by public taxation and their own 
labors. 

The original land gra nt was issued to Matthev.r 
Thornton in 1749, and his brother William became 
the first settler in 1752. Unt i l  177 1 the town meet­
ings and church services were held in private 
homes, but that year the first mccting-·house wa.s 
opened and Joseph 1-'arrar was called to serve a,i;:: 
minister. 

A second n1eetinghouse was buil t  in 1 8 1 8, and 
this was replaced by the present structure, erected 
in 1852. 

The organ was built by Elias am! G eorge G. 
Hook of Boston in 1 853 and is the one hund red and 
fif ty-third instrument made by this famous firm 
of organ builders. V./hile it was one of the smaller 
organs built by the Hook brothers,  i t  possessed :t 
silvery and cohe::;ive tone-quality and served for 85 
years in its original condit ion . In 1 93 8  the march 
of "progress" caused the congregation to purcl1a .'3 e 
an electronic intrumcnt, and the Hook fell into 
disuse and becan1e the victim of vandalism. 

Edgar A .  Boad\vay visit.eel Dublin in 1958 ancl . 
after careful exami na tion, urged the church au­
thori ti es to restore the 105 -year old Hook organ.  
Subsequen tly the firm of Hale & Alexander of 
Short Falls, N. H. ,vas engaged to restore the orgi'. n 
and repair all th(: damaged parts. They also 
cleaned and rPgulatecl the pipes a n.cl installed an 
electric blmvcr to supersede the old hand pump.  
It is now one of the oldest organs still in use in a 
New Hampshire church . 

There is but one manual of 54 keys with a com­
pass from CC to F'3 , and four ranks of pipes di­
vided into six stops, as follows : 

Dulciana 8' 37 pipe:; 
Melodia Trchlc 8' 37 pi pes 
Stop'd Diapason Bass 8' 1 7  pi pes 
Principal Trehk 4' :n pipes 
Principal 11..1 :-.:s 4' 17 pipes 
Fifteenth 2' 5--1 pipes 

Th e organ was re-dediCated at a special serv­
ice on June 2 1 ,  1959,  by the Rev'd. Lyman V. Rut­
ledge, minister. Elliott S. Allison, organist of the 
church, arranged a most impressive dedication 
service program, and Edgar A. Boadway played 
the following short recital : 
Fugue in  E maj or 
Chorale and Two Variations : 

"Why Should Cross and 
Trial Grieve Me ? "  

Chorale and Prelude : 
"Deck Thyself, My Soul ,  

. .  J .  S .  Bach 

. . . .  J. G. Walther 

with Gladness" . . . . . .  Johannes Brahms 
During the receiving of the offerings Mr. Allison 
played six 16th and 17th century hymn-tunes, the 
program containing his registration as follows : 
Psalm 5 ( 16 12 )  Melodia Treble and Stop'd Diapa­

son Bass 
Winchester Tune ( 162 1 )  Dulci,p,a and Stop'd Dia­

pason Bass 
Winchester Old ( ? )  Melodia Treble, Dulciana and 

Stop'd Diapason Bass 
York Tune ( 1610) Dulciana , Fifteenth and Stop'd 

Diapason Bass 
St. Flavlan (1562)  Melodia Treble, Principal Tre­

ble, Stop 'd Diapason Bass and Principal Bass 
Dundee ( 1 6 15) Dulciana, Principal Treble, Stop'd 

Diapason Bass and Principal Bass 
The offering was donated to the Albert Schweitzer 
fund. 

Other hymn-tunes sung in the service were 
"Duke Street' ' ,  "Mear'' ,  "St. Mar tin's", "Old Hun­
dredth"  "Federal Street" "Aurelia" HWindsor" 
"Amerida", and "Dennis". , Mr. Rut1edge•s senna� 
was followed by remarks about the Organ Histori­
cal Society by Mr. Boadway . 

Ed. Note : Edgar A .  Boadway is now in Germany 
serving in the Armed Forces. He reports enth usi­
asti cally about the fine organs he occasionally 
plays when "on leave," and will undoubtedly have 
many interesting stories to tell upon his return . 

·-�--------------------------��--�

! I 

! /l/1A Y 30,h 1
1I IS THE  DEADLIN E 
1 

1 for mai l ing your convention enrol lment. Be sure to I 
I ind icate ·what days you  wi l l  attend.  If you need more ! 
: b lanks for fr i<ends write to the Secreta ry. If you ore I 
: uncerta in  as to whether you con attend, write this

J I in yo u r  comments .

'----------�---------------�---------


