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T
HIS IN STRUMENT i s  among the 
last to be built by Thomas Dief­

fenbach, being completed in 1891 .  On 
the back of knee panel, he handwrote: 

This organ was built by Thos. 
Dieffenbach in the year of 
1890- 91 At Millersburg, Bethel, 
P.O., Pa. Placed in position by the 
builder and his sons Henry & 
George July 6 - 7 - 8.The tuning 
was completed on July 17th by 
the builder and his son Adam bet­
ter known as Punch. 

The same panel  also contains  the 
na1nes of each congregation's pastor 
and council, and even the roster of 
choristers at that ti1ne. 

The organ is located in the rear 
gallery. Like the 1872 Dieffenbach seen 
earlier today, has a detached, reversed 
console, although fitted with the more 
usual sort of pedalboard. 

By 1 891, a number of instruments 
from builders of national stature had 
demonstrated a clear trend toward two 
n1.anuals, even for small instruments. 
The Dieffenbach demonstrates how 
one thread of the Pennsylvania Ger-
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man organbuilding school continued 
to extol the virtues of a complete one­
manual instrument; to some extent, 
that stance may suggest the musical 
prior ities at hand. Instead of dividing 
ten stops across two m.anuals with a 
single pedal register, this design favors 
an all-enclosed one-manual instrument 
with two pedal stops. Lacking a second 
1nanual or the benefit of divided com­
pass, the disposition points to the cen­
trality of the chorus, the dynamic flex­
ibility of enclosure, and perhaps less 
emphasis on registrations designed to 
permit discrete accompaniment and 
solo. 

The organ was repaired and fitted 
with an electric blower in 1940 by Jus­
tus Becker of Reamstown. He also ap­
plied Celotex™ to i:he interior swell 
box walls. The organ was heard during 
the 1 976 O.H.S. Convention, but fell 
into disuse. R .J. Brunner & Co. fin­
ished a complete restoration this past 
spr ing. 
SOURCES: T.I.B., notes on. the recent res­
toration from RJ Brunner & Co. 
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Thanks for the world 

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y 

VERNON DETAR 
Extraordinary Musician and Friend 
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Rutz Ot;gan 
Company, inc. 
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'MANHAT TAN C H RISTIAN 'REFORMED C H U RCH 
AMSTERDAM, 'M ONTANA 

THE RURAL SETTING of this c/111rch, built in 1910, is in the Gallati,, valley and s111Toc111ded by n101111taim. The 
com1111111ity of Amsterdam is located abo11t 10 ,ni/es so11th of Mallhattall alld 25 111iles west ef Bozeman, Montana. 
The original 1911, 9-mnk 01gan was a mechallical action illstrument built by the Hinllers o,gall Company ef 
Pekill, Illinois. The replacement instr111nent was also built by Hillners but is a n111c/1 lmge,· instrwnwt built ill 1904. 
The origillal 1911 far;ade was retained with the pipes repainted in the origillal style and desiglls. The plleu111atic 
assist actioll ef the 1904 instn1111ent has made the mud, lmger instrnmeut muclc easier to play and is ve1y reliable 
ill this stable climate. 

The Co[ts Neck Refonned Cliurdi 
Colts Neck, New Jersey 

Qpnlity Nrn, butr,wtrnts 

Comciwriow Tracker nud 
Elcctro-P11r.11mntic 

Rt·storatio11s 

Co11s0/es: Nt'w n11d Rebuilt 

Tonn( Additiom nud 
Rmlistic Ri:co11str11crio11s 

Comultnrions, Prompt 
Pcnonnl Scr,,ice 

Patrick J. Murphy & Associates, Inc. Opus 39-2003 
15 stops-18 ranks-1,093 Pipes 

PATRICK J. MURPHY 
& ASSOCIATES, lNC. 

O R G A N B U I L D E R S 

300 Old Reading Pike • Suite l D • Stowe, PA 19464 
Voice: (610) 970-9817 • Fax: (610) 970-9297 

Email: Plv1urphyl29@aol.com 
\•Vebsitc : www.pjmorgans.com 



S. L. Huntington & Co. 
29 BAYVIEW AVENUE, STONINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06378 (401 -348-8298) 

TRA C K E R  O R G A N  B-U I L D E R S  
Ne111 I11.stru 11 1 en ts - Preser11ation. - Restoration 

SAINT THOMAS 

EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
Amenia, New York 

J. H.  & C.  S .  ODELL 
circa 1 860 

Open. Diapason 
Stop 'd Diapason T,·eble 
Stop 'd Diapason Bass 
Dulciana 
Principal 
Fifteenth 

Hitchdoum Swell pedal 
Pedals permanently coupled 

to the nrnn.ual 

Tms LITTLE GEM, the smallest known Odell to exist, has recently 
undergone extensive restoration repairs, Taken in trade by Jardine, 
it was sold to the Amenia church by him in 1 886, The organ 
underwent major unsympathetic alterations in 1930. These have 
now been undone, and the organ, located in an idyllic rural com­
munity in the mid Hudson valley, once again speaks to us from 
a sin1.pler time and with a fresh, forthright tone, The most recent 
work included: lengthening of all metal pipes to restore the origi­
nal pitch; replacing slide tuners with cone tuning; restoration of 
proper wind pressure and voicing; restoration of the fa<;:ade; and 
replacement of a spurious early 20th-century Aeoline with a copy 
of the Dulciana found in the one-manual, 1 870 Odell located in 
Sunderland, Massachusetts. Once attributed to both Rabjohn and 
Jardine, we authenticated the organ as an Odell. 



Wo o L S EY HAL L ,  YALE U N I VE R S I T Y  
Dedicated o n  Jun e  20,  I903, this jewel in the crown of Yale 's 

Bicentenn ial Buildings turns one  hundred this month.  

Designed by Carrere & Hastings of New York -
whose other famous work includes that city 's 

Public Library - Woolsey 's resplendent 

Beaux-Arts interior has welcomed 

and resounded to organ music 

from its first days. 

It is the highest 

privilege to work in such a 

place, to esteem its beauty with fondness 

and adm iration, and to share with our colleagues 

the tremendous Newberry Memorial Organ housed within .  

A. TH O M P S O N -A L L E N  C O M PA NY 
Curators of Organ s, Yale Un ivers ity 

W E  T U N E  T H E  P l  P E S  O F  P A N  




